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What natives flowering?

Botannical name: Eucalyptus goniocalvx.

Common name: Long-leaved Box or Bundy.,

Family: Myrtaceae.

» A small to medium=-sized tree with a crooked trunk and
large crown of pendulous branches with long tapering
dark green leaves., Bark is greyish (often dark), rough,
scaly and persistent on trunk and larger branches.

« A tree with irregular flowering habits, The flowers are
pale lemon in colour, occurring from March through the
winter sometimes up to August, and usually only every
two years.

« The buds are found on the tree 18-21 months before
flowering and are commonly in clusters of 7 or less,
arranged in the shape of a star with one bud in the
centre,

o Generally found growing in poor and stony soils on foot
hills, in association with Red Box, Yellow Box and Red
Stringybark.

o A useful shade or shelter tree and a good nectar and
pollen yielding tree for honey production.

Cric Henry.
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¢ Strip the willow

A WOGREIRG BIm
WILL BE HELD ON

SATURDAY 232D MARCH

TO LLIILATE

! SOFE OF THR
AILLGYS O THiE RIVER

#e have oObtained permission for
this project from the Board of

:?U l'ks .
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LANCE BAILZY

Lance is the Director of the Upper Yarra
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Fod Co@nz@

Wendi Henderson and Cric Henry have been to
some meetings held by the Victorian Food Co=-
Operative Study Group and we supported the
formation of the 'Moving Food Co-Operative',
which consists of about’ twenty-five other food
Co-Ops in Victoria, with the aim of sharing the
running and use of warehouse to provide cheap
and good guality food to all its members.,

Rules for the Co-Operative have been drawn
up and the first general meeting will be called
close 10 the opening of the warehouse,

#¥e have paid the $10.00 minimum shareholding
which will increase to 10 x 510 shares once the
warehouse is operating.

We see many advantaged to joining this
umbrella co-operative, the main one being the
wider range of good gquality wholefoods at
cheaper prices.

‘e will have a meeting soon to discuss the
Co-operative's rules and operation, and also to
organise our next APRIL buy.

ew members are most welcome, ring Cric
712 0547 or vWendi 712 0393, Also thanks Barb
we all appreciated your work as our co-ordinator,

Movie Nawe

Christmas iiills Film Festival.

Last year before the restoration on the
antique hall, a group of local residents,
Veronica - Feter, Glennie, Caroline - Plerre
concelved a great plan, as the Kelbourne Film
Festival was Rest in Peace.

We thought of having one in Christmas
Hills., FPlans were going great until the loss
of the Hall. This autumn 1t will happen,
perhaps over two week-ends, starting friday
evening, with saturday afternoon films and
cartoons for the children and a film in the
evening. Supper could make it another social
event as well. e could continue on Sunday
for those with enthusiasm, This format could
be repeated at a later date if successful,

We would like to show films that are uot
popular on video some classics like 1ilos Forman's
the Fireman's #all, (1947) or 27 A an Australian
Film,

For any further information or further
suggestions on format or film selection contact:
Veronica and Feter 730 1823 or leg dcCallum
712 0319 or Caroline and Pierre~712 0390,

All ideas welcome. .




Bomance infhe stone :

To appreciaste our environment fully there
is a basic requirement_to understand the land
upon which we stand. It together with climate
determines largely the type of plant and
animal able to colionise an area., Cur shallow
stony surface soils were formed by wind and
rain from the sedimentary rocks below, which
in our district are about 4,000 metres thick
and of silurian age., This rock was formed
from sand and silt washed slowly into a shallow
ancient sea.In the Devonian Feriod these
sediments were uplifited to form a land surface
extensively folded into a series of synchlines
and anticlines, This landfourm, exposed to the
acticon of wind and rain for millions of years
was reduced to a low flat plain known today as
the Hillumbik Terrain. A&n ancient river flowed
across this plain following auch the same course
as the Yarra does today. ‘{his illumbik Terrain
was in turn overslain with a thin vencer of
terrestial sands, deposits of which were ex-
tracted at ‘angaroco Ground where the tip now is,
These Red EBluff sands were protected from later
erosion by the extrusion of lavas in the Fliocene
(Greensborough Fhase). “The rich black soils in
the fields around the Femor.el Tower Hill and
the basalt in the road cutting are evidence of
this eruption, During the !esczoic (Triassic)
the land upcn which we live was gradually
uplifted and two fault lines developed. Cne,
the Brushy Creek Fault runs from the inter-
section of that creek and the 7arra (Jittons
Reserve) to Bayswater, the second (Yarra Fault)
from ¥ittons Reserve to near Yarra Glen,

The Yarra was unaffected by this uplift until
it reached the present day Sugarloaf Pumping
Station, here the land was rising, yet so slowly
that the river was able to cut down into the
siltstone to form Yering Gorge. TIurther downstrean
at Brushy Creek it'again flowed into the:uplifting
country, yet was able to maintain its course as a
rejuvenated stream to carve out ‘larrandyte Gorge.
An excellent view of part of this Gorge is from
Catani Roulevard just west of Ironbark Road, The
0ld flat ‘ullumbik Terrain of the present day
m.L.%, now began a new erosion cycle for its
drainage systems now flowed into a rejuvenated
Yarra and a newly created Yatsons Creek, forming
deep gullies, Along Skyline Road due to the capping
of resisitant Christmas Hills quartzites, erosion
was not possible and an escarpment was formed
by the uplift., Today we are able to enjoy thess
magnificient views of the Yarra Valley with the
mature old river still meandering across the
0old plain as it has perhaps for 250 million years.

The oldest outcrops of rock in our area are
along lenly 7“oad where it meets Caldwells Road.
Stop there sozetimes and examine the ground on
the rcadside. You will find rounded guartz
pebbles, angular grits,chert, flint and Zuartzite.
This is tne eroded c¢rest of the Varrandyte
anticline., ‘These rocks :'ere once tossed around
in the surfi along the shore of an ancient
5ilurian sea.

contid pogy
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The Yarra too has been forced
to alter its ccurse through the

Hend of Islands,

It once flowed

close to the intersection of Tenly

and, Cxley -cads,

‘nere is also

evidence that it crossed Gongflers
orive near the latani intersecticn.

Don't blame the road

malkkers for all

the twists and turns in Zenly .cad
they simply followed the only ridge
available, the ridge that separates
the Yarra and .latsons drainage

systems.
time in the making.
cick
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sunfortunates,

The bites worse. fran the bark!

There came down a spider and sat down
beS:Ld.e LR I I hlmo had

Residents keep telling me that the divorce
rate in the Bend of Islands is exceptionally
high; in fact, that divorce here is a kind of
cottage industry, like pottery or 'spinning. But
I hear that some of us haven't yet experienced
the delights of untying the knot. For those
lumbered with a worn out spouse
they can't even trade in, science has a solution,
Tried and proven, and easy as can be. I should
charge you for the secret, but humanity's need
cannot be my gain (and be81des it was invented
by a friendg

This friend is a naturalist, well-known in

Sydney, whom I suspect of being the original HMHiss
Muffet, grown up. (liss Fuffet is a true story).
Like all persons of dlscrlmlnatlon she loves
spiders; even funnelwebs,
In the course of her work, this lady adopted a
beautiful barking spider by the name of Suln.
As big as your hand., Suln moved in, and after a
very brief interval, husband moved out. o messy
fights, he just quietly stole away. UHow, if that
isn't the ideal divorce.

Spiders are really fascinating, we've a
lovely big black house spider in a corner of our
bathroom window, She's the neatest, quletest

most amicable lodger you could wish for (we've
named her after our friend). ‘/e don't have to
feed her, and she never leaves her web., You'd
wonder she ever getis enough to eat, but a blowfly

But her husband didn't.

every month or so is plenty for her as long as she
is sprayed by the shower occasionally. She just
sits in her web, drz2aming of food, until bzzzZ....
one day the dinner gong rings.

The web of the black house splder is untidy

looking, constructed of sheets of web. with
cylindrical retreat tubes, If it is damaged, the
spider will repair rather than rebuild it. The

web material is not .sticky, the spider relies on
its prey becoming entangled in the structure,
rather than stuck,

There is a fair diversity of spiders in the
E.L.%., enough for us to observe the different
methods they employ to earn a crust. (Imagine
how crunchy an insect must be, and squashy inside,
like a chocolate liquer cream!} The house spider
is a typical sedentary trapping species. The
garden spider, the lovely fat one with a body
like a garlic clove and pretty markings, is
typical of the orb web spinners. She bullds her
web well up from the ground, in open spaces
between shrubs, and destroys it after by following
the single line of web which most spiders lay down
as a guideline while they move about. Thus, Amamnes
females don't oniy eat the males of their own
species, as other female spiders do; they aim to
catch any male they can.

Other groups of spiders don't make webs at all.
These fall into two categories; the active hunters,
such as jumping spiders, and the ambushers, which
take up a position and wait for the prey to come to
themn,

contd o8 7
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"e bitge wovse than the bavk!” contt

Around the «.L.Z, these are typified by the many attractive
genera of flower spiders, #% your garden's not very flowery,
your've probably seen these mcst commonly in the cells of mud

dauber wasps, paralysed and being consumed from inside by the
wasp larva,

You may have noticed ! have only discussed spiders that
live above ground; I'll leave the ground dwelling ones to you.
But the point of all this discission is that no two spider
species catch their prey in the sane way, at the same time of
day {(or year) and in the same position of the habitat. It
seems logical and inevitable that there should be no direct

competition in nature over aeons, someone is bhound to lose a >
drop out of the race. (f o,

recommend a nice sedentary tangle-web dweller like the
redback, They are eixegant and easy to feed, and their
fearsome reputation will eriance yours nc end. Fine

lived happily in a flowerrvot on the kitchen table, after
the divorce, '

But meanwhile, for all you would-be divorcees; I

. ,'z,l’:,(,//’
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Thares no placelikz home! -

"You're very brave bringiné such a tiny baby away on
a camping holiday' observed a lady in the caravan park.
She would never understand the irony of her words.

The caravan park at Safety Beach where we had chosen
to stay a few days boasted all ammenities., And all
ammenities it had. The park was supplied with hot showers,
toilets, laundry - with washing machine and ironing
facilities., There was power and water to every caravan and
a games room with pinball machines and table tennis, not
forgetiting tThe mini golf in the garden,

A1l the caravans were permanently parked and all have
a very permanent locking annexe,  They all had a little
garden, a fence and a name. 'Rita's Retreat', 'Captains
Corner', 'Crawley's Creep Inn', are but a few,

There was mot a van on site without a television
antenna and the relatively few occupied in late february
glowed nightly with that peculiar light which indicated |
that all activity and conversation had been suspended
while big brother ate a few more brain cells.

"Our little cabin was supplied with a fridge which
could turn butter to stone and render fruit and cheese
tasteless in 1ittle more than an hour, It had an
electric jug which could bring water to the boil in
about three minutes., By the time we pulled the cord
and figured out how to open the top we were guaranteed
a lousy cup of tea, Added to this we had a toaster
which could blacken the whitest of bread even faster
than the jug could boil water. What I'm actually

saylng is - we had it good.

At home we have no fridge and must
keep our, butter in a little stoop down
the cellar, As we have no electricity
we make our own tea on a kero cooker or
on the open fire, toast is made over
glcwing coals and showers are had whenever
and wherever the opportunity presents
itself, The nearest to a fiush toilet
were've achieved is in winter when we .
kick the nearest burgan bush and duck.

Hicky's napples are washed in an
elaborate system of soaking aid rinsing
buckets. The water comes from the dam
and ends up in the garden,

If the friendly lady in the caravan
park could see us at home she'd probably
be of the opinion that the more often we
took our baby camping the better would
be her chances of survival. ind you at
home we don't spend all day battering our
-selves nalf unconscious in an attempt to
drive off the persistant littlie flies and
we don't spend our nights playing search-
lights with a torch trying to track down
mosqultoes.,

After due consideration we decided
she was right, we were very brave,
Peter Dougheriy




The Annual CGREENIES V's REDNECKS Cricket Match
was agaln a huge success. The match started at
Bob Lawrences paddock in bright sunlight with our
own two star opening batsmen John Roberts and
John Holladay facing an onslaught by the Rednecks
fast bowlers Mattiske and McMahon., In true form
our men hit them for fours till a lucky ball from
McMahon had Roberts out.

Holladay soon followed due solely to the
rough wicket prepared by the boys of the Xmas
Hills (Rednecks) Fire Brigade. One by one our
team went into bat to the cheers of tlie capacity
crowd, all giving fine exhibitions of every
stroke 1n the book. The colourful Veronica
(a Redneck) kept the score meticulously whilst
the kids were busy catching Yabbies in the nearby
creek., ‘'Then it was the Rednecks turn turn to
chase our huge score., Unfortunately our bowlers
had been samnpling the copious supplies of grape
Juice and had some difficulty with their run up.

bxcellent wicket keeping by Ross Henry
kept the iednecks on their toes but when Stan
IFishop, who rusour has it was born and bred on
the property at the turn of the century strode
out to bat we knew we were beaten. The day
finished with a barbeque and presentation of
trophies by Hillary and Veronica.

chrigtmag Hills Five Brigade Auxiiary

¢bulamte Ball on
Naich 16+ 3 Bps.

* OFfcial Opaning of the. New Crvisima Hills Hall
will bz pwfo?»gmczd.
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weper providect
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ADVISED THAT (F
THEY ARE NOT HAPPY WITH THE
SHIRE OF HEALESVILLE RKTES
THIS YERR , THEY Stould WRITETD
THE TOWN CLERK,

SHIRE OF HERALESVILLE,

BOX 222,

HERLESVILE 2777

CHRISTMAS PILLS/ KANGARDO GROUND

BEBYSITTING CIUB

OUR MEMBERS ARE” DWINDLING,
ANYONE INTERESTED IN TOINING,
PLEPSE CONTACT :

PAM V1= MAHON
T2Q (652

Ourlocal

Yes!. Believe it or not, we have a local native aninal
in the Bend of Islands resembling the emu. Somewhere between
an Emu and a Quail., It is the Painted Putton (aail which
strangely is not a true quail, Its unique similarities to
the Lmu, that it has only three toes all facing foward also
the fact that like that bird the male incubates and rears
the young. Only 190mmetres (7 inches) high this bird of
rich shades and patterns nests on the ground in the shelter
of a rock, log, tussock or low shrub, Unfortunately this
makes it very vulnerable to straying predators such as owls,
hawks, foxes, dogs, cats and cars etc. Obviously it is
important for we who live here to limit the threat posed by
the unnatural ones, 1lts colouration ensures survival [rom
its natural enemies., The beauty oi the Bend of lslands is
much much more than the countryside, its trees and larger
animals., Look a little closer, discover and enjoy the beauty
of the Painted Butten yuail., More importantly protect ils
habitat for that is also where we build our homes and roads.

Ray Howell

I would like very much to publicly congratulate my wife
Ligaya for giving me a handsome son - Henae.

Ray Howell

)\ HiS 16 YOUR NEWSLETTER, ANY SUMPBLE ARTICLES OR,
STORIES WELCOME, RING OR, SEND TO MICK WOIWCOD
% KMGARCO GROUND, PO, 2097 OR PH 7120 562

THABES .

TO AL CONTRIBUTORS WiITH A

ARND YOUR ORGANIZERS .
Mick W, wenrp? ¢ sep.

SPECIAL THANKS TO DEBBIE, GEDRAE cRIC.




Under our climate vegetable may be seprrated fere is a seasonal reminder of what can be

int . "‘ur it iy Sh ’ \'E!!j- '} '!F‘! ar i :3 =1 ey PR - E N )
nto cool gnd.xaxmhweighii C§O§Sa ?f~§h‘fﬁe gH{1Z¥1 planted routinely -~ but plant only the things
" el [l lalys B n] ] + T - M =R —_— N
ol autumn 1t 1s sssentlal a) to plant the varie Ses you like to eat = and try some 0f the unusual
of vegetables sultable for the season and b)) harvest vegetables Loo (bok~chay, chinese celery
them at the right stage of maturity, (eg. not to corn salzd, salsify scc). U
plant summer growing ureat Lakes Lettuce now; pick B A
s aho rs ,- v e . Y - .- .
radishes before they get woody). Yegeia ronths
s ™ A L T NN 3 e . -
ﬁ““”?ra“l?n of gerden-beds. L rroac heans Farch - April
‘:l ggﬁerou@ amounrt o1 LOI’E‘.,pu::«::{;QEi Q1 gSYjC ﬂ’i?h,"é,EEj Crocolli Harch - April
dug in will not oanly ensure a supply of nutii Cabbare Farch ~ Appi]

- " : - g . cabbage Farch -~ April
for the plants, but will also keepd the soil - Cerbs April
and should we have a wet autumn -~ winter will speed Letbnce Varch ~ 4oril
up the draiﬂage‘of excess water from the ggrd@n‘beds. Caions Larch - April
remember vegetables are aerobic plants, and need Farsnip Larch - Avril
oxygen 1in thelir root-zone to, as under walter - Radish Larch - Aoril
logged conditions the roots will be damaged., If Silverbeet March e
there is not enough lsaf compost, other organic Spinach March - April
fertilizers (blood and bone, sheep, cow or horse White turnips Farch -

i i @

manure) should be added.

Charles Fodor

Planting.

There is a relative shortage of vegetables
during winter and early spring; due to less
sunshine and colder conditions growth is much
slower, and therefore early planting of cool-weather
crops will give them a better chance to gat
established, Late plantings may not only result in
slow growth during the semi-dormant period, but also
in a shortage of garden gocdies.
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Notes for Bend of Islands bee—keepefs;

If you or your friends keep some hives of
bees at your place consider whether you are
getting the benefit of your efforts - or whether
you c¢ould do better,

There are basically two strains of bees in
this area; the brown (Italian) - with orange to
pale yellow stripes across their abdomen, and
the grey (Grey Caucasian). Both strains have
their advantages and disadvantages (depending on
what your program is). The browns breed more
freely ~ but they are more agressive, especially
as tne weather gets cooler. They also tend to
swarm more to work better in dryer, warmer
weather,

The greys are more gentle, but tend to

glue down the frames with propolis more. They
swarn less, but work in cooler, wetter weather
which 12 more {ten than nov the case during
spring hers south of the Lividing daupge,
individual tec-keepers changing thelr guceas
(thus eventually the strain of their bee-
population.} will be affected by the c¢roso-
breeding with the beas i1 their reighbocrhoud,
However 11 ithere io evough interest in wnaugiag
CVer Lo La¢ gentler Cr2ys - We Coule wnte &
cowoperatﬂVP effort pext spriug and chaonse this
Q%ua tu predominantly grey str aing we could ot

eliable queens {(from a commercial queen-breeder)
erLPlally if we order in bulk; so please let us
know - you may get less stings and more honey if
vou do,

Charles TFodor,

If you have patches of tece- tree or: shrubs that
provide shade enocugh to stop grass growing and it's
an eastern slope it's likely you will beable to
grow mushrooms in the following manner. . Next time.
you find some wild mushrooms remove the stems and
put them on a sheet of paper for & Tew hours -
frills down, The spores will drop and- form patterns
on the paper, B R

The mushrooms should not be left more than & few
nours because grubs, that can't be seen at first

grow very quickly into slaters and érop dQWH aﬂd eat
the spores.

Itve often wondered why mushroems dont ‘seem to

spread very casily -~ the grubs musti be. one reason,
Take the sheets of paper to the chosen ground and
alter raking the leaves and hunus asidesand either
rub the paper directly onto the ground or onto you:
hiond and then onto the ground, Then cover the patch
with about ¥ inch of light humus, or whatever other
s0ll there is,

Llve started new palches where mushrooms have
been seen proviously and giving nature hhwﬁmbelnxmw
pana neve narvested incredible ﬂLumtltles
G masact garden uualltj mushrooms: They come uD
thick and Laub ailter a couple of wet days. The
still dark dampness under thick teatrse is 1deal it
seemsS, Five wminutes work is well rewardeda'

ﬁxchael Eaunt
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SOME_THOUGHTS ON THE "ENVIRONMENTAL L[WNG /ONE"  from Felicity Faris

Ten years ago, I set out to find a patch of bush to Live in! Having grown up in Warrandyte I was a confirmed bush lover and each weekend for 6 months
I travelled 50 miles from Melbourne in a planred grid, Llooking for bush blocks.

My appetite was constantly wetted by descriptions such as “bush haven .. natural forest .. untouched .. abounding in native flora and fauna ..

sparkling creek frontages''. Real Estate Agents euphorically showed me "wildflower gardens alive with native fauna" and were annoyed and bewildered when
I pointed out borneseed, onion weed, pasture grasses, sparrows and starlings, not to mention pollution—choked creeks. In 6 months I saw more

buggered bush than I ever wish to see again. There were trees .. but nothing else! Every other livirng thing which should have been there had long
gince vanished. Empty forest!

Imagine my delight and relief when unexpectedly, 1 found the Bend of Islands. Only a stonmesthrow from where I grew up and just 26 miles from town.
My favourite 'oz' bush. Dry .. sparse .. untidy .. covered with orchids and still home to a multitude of insects, birds, reptiles and mammals.
Better still .. the river .. still moderately clean and not a willow in sight. It was Like finding Paradise.

My delight was complete when a quick walk revealed so many of the delicate and tiny wildflowers of my childhood and signs everywhere of resident roos,
wallabies, worbats and birds. That evening, for the first time in my Life, I saw a hopping mouse. It boinked about in fromt of us and made me

very glad I'd found this tiny space in the world where people would allow my mouse to live unharassed. By then I'd discovered what was in store ..

2 residential conservation zone.

After the usual trials and tribulations of buitding I relaxed and realized just how unioue and beautiful and special this Little cormer of the world is.
A never-ending variety of birds became daily visitors, at might I was entertained by possums, bats, ouwls, gliders and tuens. I was surrounded by
scraggy, scruffy, peeling oums, creaking branches, rustling leaves and no house for a mile. Paradise! My first swim made me realize just how

magical this area is .. I could have been hundreds of miles from anywere.

To me the Environmental Livirg Zone offered a completely new and-achieveable way of Living in the bush, enjoying all these things yet doing my utmost
to ensure that it was all protected. Multiply my own 8 acres by another 200 allotments or so and we had a real chance of making residential conservation
work. A real chance to prove we can Live in the bush without destroying it and the things it supports.

So much of Australia has been changed to suit whatever vision individuals might have had as to what is pleasant. Mostly that has been a vision of
England .. greenness! Lately it seems many hanker to live in W.A and quickly eradicate all things local to surround themselves with W.A. natives.
There's nothing wrong with that of course, its just that there is so much of Australiz where pecple can do that and the E.L.Z 1s so tiny. Why do it here?

So Little of Australia provides real refuge for its own creatures and plants. Excluding National Parks for instance, domestic pets can be kept in every
single part of Australia except the E.L.Z. People who reed pets have the whole of Australia to choose from so it bewilders me then that they should
choose to live in the one tiny residential area which excludes them. I personally find it hard to come to terms with people who buy into the ELZ
knowing full well what land-use restraints apply. Why deliberately choose to Live somwhere knowing that the things you want to do and have are-in
conflict? Obviously it creates tension. I guess its just part of the great Australian ethos of 'change everything to suit ourselves' rather than
entertain the notion of adjusting and accepting what exists around us. Just doesn't seem fair to me .. the bush has no standing .. no rights!

Obviously for those who Lived here prior to Gazettal of the zoning, it is matural and right that they should continue to enjoy whatever uses they had
established and that right is spelled out in the provisions of the zoning. Even without E.L.Z these uses would be subject to controls. It's also

a "right' of other residents to expect that pre—existing uses will not create 'muisance' nor interfere with their right to Live under the proqisjons
of the zoning. _ , corcel page 14




SOME THOUGHTS ON E.L.Z. cont'd (2) ) . A

=

"Going bush" is no longer an open ticket to do anything we like, like it was once. Wherever we Live in Australia there are rules, regulations,
provisions and social controls, designed for particular purposes in the interests of all. The E.L.Z. provisions were specifically designed for the
purpose of allowing people to live in the bush without destroying it. They were not designed to fulfill an individual vision, nor to ‘inconvenience
or upset people or to tell people how they should Llive. It is a way of saying there were marly creatures and natural objects here when we came,
Let's give them some rights too. Let's see if we can co-exist. Let's see if we can intergrate with our own landscape instead of fighting it.

People are important, but in the end so is our enviromment. It nourishes us in so many practical, cultural and spiritual ‘ways... There -are millions of
acres out there where people come first. Here, 1 feel, we're saying people are still important but so are other things .. our animals, birds,

pltants and streams. They should have some standing too! We Till our homes with paintings and pictures and books about them .. why not cherish

the real thing! 0f course to do this requires some thought and adjustments on our part by and large the E.L.Z. provisions are pretty easy to live with.

In my view the provisions don't really prevent us from doing most things. I lived in Carlton before coming here and there just as many do's and
don'ts .. they were just about different things.

Many of us have a different notion as to what "conservation' means. To some its trees .. to some plants .. to some birds and to others soil erosion.
The point is that it is the combination of all these sorts of things. One landowner doing something on his/her property probably doesn't have much
impact .. multiply that by meny landowrners on many properties and the total affect does have major impact. Look at Warrandyte .. the gradual change
from matural bushland supporting it€ cwn wildlife and plants has taken very little time. Almost without noticing it has changed from its matural state
to an empty 'treed suburb'. No-one saw a sudden change, it just crept up quietly and inevitabley, the result of the corbination of many individual
actions over a period of time and no restraints on land-uses.

Of course change is inevitable here too. Its a cuestion of 'how much' and "in what way' we allow changes to occur. Those of us who want to see the
E.L.Z succeed on a conservation level and those who want to see it go altogether will probably not be satisfied. By living here at all we are havirng
an impact. Its then very much a question of the "degree' of impact and what ways we can lessen it. for me, the ELZ provisions are eminently sensible
given their purpose of protecting flora and fauna. Though some of the restrains seem hard to some people 1 feel okay ahout them because those here
prior to gazettal can contirnue whatever uses they had and those who came after knew full well what was recuired.

Recently the provisions seem to have drawn criticism with regard t6 sale of property on the basis of ELZ lowering values. It seems to me that zoning
of any sort is always a factor in real estate whatever it is and wherever it is. Perhaps some owners have obtained Less than they wanted for property
but others have obtained more than they asked for. It happens anywhere. There has also been concern expressed about restriction of 'freedom'.

To me freedom is a difficult one. Here I am rot free to alienate all of my land .. in Carlton I was not free to extend my kitchen. Here I am not
free to plant pires .. in Carlton I was rnot free to plant gums. Here I suffer bad roads .. in Carlton I was not free to park my car outside my own
house. Here I am not free to do some things .. in Carlton 1 was rot free to do others. Our freedom s restrained by meny things .. money, time,
skill, work, education .. whatever. ALl sorts of restraints, cbvious and less cbvious, inhibit cur freedom yet we buck at other small things

we see as Limiting our freedom. My point is .. freedom is an illusion.

I look at it this way. ALL the Little freedoms I am disallowed here amount to meny Little freedoms allowed for our wiltdlife and natural objects.
Seems fair to me!

Perhaps sometimes in the course of meetings, submissions, issues and other bureaucratic business, we lose sight of how we affect others. Perhaps we
offend each other over some issue or another, even unwittingly. One thing is certain ... we will never all agree oneverything. Most us came here
because we Love the bush .. the space .. the enviromment offered. To that extent we have a great deal in common. Some, Like me, came because

The Bernd of Istands offered a rare chance to Live in the Australian bush, respecting its right to exist and flourish and later liked the idea of
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the Envirormental Living Zone .. again a new and exciting way of preserving our landscape.  For me, that is the most important thing. We

(the people) can argue ocur rights, agree or disagree .. our forest and its depenidents camnot. They are subject to our whims and fancies ard
notions of what is right or best. We can stay or go .. whether they stay or go is entirely up to us. The bush is powerless to protect
itself. For me the E.L.Z. zoning goes some small way towards offering some protection but pieces of paper alone just aren't emough .. it

will depend upon our willingness to abide by the provisions. Enough is known about the sorts of activities and actions which threaten bushland
and the provisions of the zoning embody that knowledge. The thing is ... every single step we take towards 'thange' needs to be taken with

care and thought whether it be as individuals or as a community, if we seriously wish to ensure that our envirorment suffers as Little as possible.

I'm certain that most of us came here to enjoy all that the area has to offer .. the trees .. the birds .. the streams ..fresh air .. space ..
the animals .. the tranquility. We certainly didn't come here for the convenience of shops, roads, the usual sorts of suburbsn services.

What the area becomes in the future is very dependent upon the sorts of decisions we make now as individuals ard as agrow. ALl I'm really
saying is let's take care ... its much easier to create rifts than it is to heal them ... its very easy to make quick decisions row which

have a dreadful impact Later.

I'd love to think that for years to come I, and whoever comes after me, can drive along Henley Road giving and receiving friendly waves, slowing
down for our roos to cross, noticing a koala, enjoying the sight of cur silly choughs and roadside wildflowers. E.L.Z is there so our birds,
animals, trees, reptiles and plants can enjoy a minimally disturbed habitat. In turn I bemefit because they are all there for me to enjoy.

I truly can't see any other way of doing it!
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