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BOTANICAL NAME: LEUCOPOGON virgatus
COMMON NAME: Common Beard Heath
FAMILY: Heath (Epacridaceae)

A low shrub with many long wiry stems 0.3 - 0.6 metres long.

The stems are enfolded by stalkless leaves which are concave and lance-shaped

with a point at the end.

The flowers are small (6 = 12 mm), white, fluffy and fragrant and are

in short spikes (i.e. a rod of stalkless flowers) from the leaf base.

The mass of white fluffy flowers are very conspicuous."in the bush

and appear from August to November.

FloWer Feok Sipe Propagate by cutting.
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Bunyip %v%«zrs Off

Recently, Neil Douglas deported this 'Environmental Living Zone' for wilder shores!
He'll be sorely missed! Neil's love of the Australion landscope ond his dedication
to saving some of it has inspired many.

Neil has that rare ability to moke people listen, understand and act! And to do it oll
with o lightness of touch, o dash of humour, o hint of romance, a flesh of colour

ond just o bit of dogged persistence. The existence of the E.L.Z is o tribute fo

his vision of o bush home shared in mutual respect between people ond naoture.

His qreotest wisdom is that he understands that loving the bush is not enough. He
understonds that this love must be tronsformed into positive committments and
responsibilities.  Its very much thonks to this wisdom that the E.L.Z Provisions
come into being, reflecting as they do, the necessary positive ond negotive controls
needed to ensure that our activities don't bugner bush.

We salute Neil in grotitude ond love for his inspirotion and devotion to the Bend of
Islands bush, and for passing on to us the powerful secret of 'Tea Politics'.

Recently Felicity and Neil talked and the following are ‘excerpts from that interview
of sorts. .
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"When 1 came here it was only $300 on ccre and it wos so beautiful! Its within the metropoliton rodius and should be suburbs yet everything looked pre Coptain Cook.
Really good bush with the river running through it. Orchids .. everything .. full count, and marvellous onimals. -

I became o roging conservationist at ane B when 1 went down to the beach at Brighton and there wos NO BEACH! Why? Becouse the property owners had built right
uo to the high tide line. My Dad scid 1'd just have to put up with it and that I hod very funny ideas because if owners wont to build up to the high tide line they -
" could. I decided then and there that I just wasn't going to put up with it. There hod to be onother way besides the dollor! Years loter when I moved to the country,
they started chopping down the forest to plant pines. They said they could make Victeria into the world's biggest pine plantation ond what's more they iust about
have. Thot's the sort of bloody awiul minded neople we colonizers are and we're still invoding what': colled "bloody rubbish” like some say the Bend of Islands is.

In Western Australia you find the world's best wildflower gardens in the borren ranges. They survive because you con't get sheeo or dollars out of the plaoce. And
that's the way the Estate Agents thought about the Bend of Islands .. "bloody rubbish".

You hod the businessmen chasing the dollar wherever it led. Impoct Studies hodn't been invented ond there wasn't even o Minister for Planning or o Minister for
Conservation. Thers was no thought about buggering up rivers, boys, mountains .. there was just no understondina of these things. That's why when I found the Bend
of Islands, absolutely perfect, the battle here was worth starting. Becouse I could space in the papers for funny ideos like plonning and conservation, I ployed a big
port in the concept of having Ministers for these things os well os for residentiol conservotion.

You con do things like the E.L.Z through government edicts like they de if they wont land for doms or military purpeses but I had to proceed from some sort of
understanding of the way the rot roce works. [ enlisted the heln of the Esfate Agent showing him 1 could actuolly sell this "bloody rubbish" when he couldn't. An
advertisement in the Aqge resulted in over a hundred enquiries and we were off! By this time there was quite o groun of us, beaut people like Alan Marshall ond GlLen
Tomosetti ond other bods who just liked to see ¢ kangaroo on the waoy to work. That's the beout thing .. our kongoroos can sit at the top corner ond lock at the

ICI Tower so little distonce away.

The question of how you manage o thing like the Environmental Living Zone when you don't know the rules is sometimes difficult. I've discovered lots of things I still
don't knew the answers to. People osk me whot I do with my mind out here .. they think it'll go stale but 1 tell you, its the best Sherlock Holmes thing I've ever
done in my life. There's so much to see and leorn, its morvellous. We still don't know enouch about so much. We're still learning how to manage the environment
and how t6 manage ourselves which is even more difficult. Some people love their cats and dogs. They just don't know whot these animals do in the bush, but 1 tell
you, they're totally impossible in the bush. We hove to learn a new self, o new community seif, and when we do we begin to become Australians. Its very rewarding
to discover how beoutifu!, how fragile, and how cbsolutely oway from the rest of the world the Bend of lslands and the whole of Australio is. We have 8 kilometres
of Australia olong the river which we're learning how to live with, but we also hove to learn to live with ourselves in if. '
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“There are ﬁ‘ﬁfmlfhﬁ and disappeintments. ’

In 1976, the E.L.Z wos port of Austrolia’s exhibit at the United Netions Human Habitat Conference in Canada. We
were haoiled o5 o world precedent becouse we were o sort of Notional Perk owned and rmanagesd by its residents.

I think thot we're one of the most vital experiments ever to take ploce im the rat race. We're sti}l here and we're
occepted In the corridors of power so to that extent its o grect achievernent.

Of course there are disappointments. You can't arbitrote to impose something like EL.Z on people, so we had to join
together ond voluntorily give up some of our own property rights, and you know. whot property rights ore te the
avercne Australion. His home is his costle! He doesn't want anyene coming onto it telling him how to think ond
what to do.  Mind you, he's often quite willing to do that to you by letting his cot or dog invode your property!

Its o fundamentol basic bottle, just like the growing aworeness of things like how we're buggering up the air ond our
soil Is solting up. We've got fo revise our felling thot the dollor and property ore all-important, otherwise we'll

kill the earth ond kill curselves on these gueint old beliefs.

We hod to go through oll the proper processes to get the E.L.Z and it took years. In the words of former Plonning
Minister Alan Hunt "Its o pilot project”. Hunt soid we'd never know if it could be done unless we tried it, and oll
the while he end Hamer {Then Premier) ond Croxford the big man ot the MMBW, were fighting like made about
whether or not the thing should be tried ond thereby hongs o tole just like 'Yes Minister’ which 1 won't go into here,
olthough its worth on orticle in itself. ’

Yes, there are disappointments! The little bush onimal thot comes here, the Phascogale .. he's a Melbourne animol
and people have never heard of him yet he's the most enticingly beoutiful ond remarkable little darling of an onimal
you've ever seen, and then there's the little Honey Glider {he doesn't eat sugor so call him o honey or Nectar glider),
thot comes to my front door here. My, neighbour's cot ate seven of them ond wos just after the eighth when 1 raced
out and shot it. 1 had the owner in an extraordinory state becouse you see the cat was his friend, like peoples' dogs
ore just after they've mauled or killed a wallaby. They don't understond. $o you're very disappointed that. ir the
name of love ond all that's good ond decent, protecting helpless notive crectures, they hote your guts precisely because
you've done it, when all you've done is in the nome of love ond oli thot's good and decent. The right people often
meet head on in the mest awful collisions ond whot de you do obout that? Big Huey up in the sky couldn't care less if
the whole ploce got covered in thistles ond blackberries ord turned into a Comberwell. When [ said down at Eltham
back in 1958 that next thing they'd have green ond red lights I was lovghed to scorn, We formed the 'Keep Elthom
Evergreen Society’ and look whot happened.

Lock at the schoolbooks .. its disappointing thot we'te still not told we're Austrolian, there's nething obout i, ts
disgopeinting that your love for native onimals and plonts isn't os credible as someone else's love for a cot or dog.
You just have to keep working awoy at something like this E.L.Z through marvellous Committees ond marvellous
peopie like the Bend of Islands people. You just keep on fighting for it. If you love the bush, you've got fo do things
to Jook ofter it. The love is the romantic side and the rest is the focts of life, the things you do to protect and save
o bit of bush. The facts of Life in the Australion bush are hard to understand becouse like the rest of the world
we're bosed on property ond the dollar.. Hew fe you intergrate the romance and the facts of life? Well .. you wont
a lovaly flower gorden, What do you hove fo do? You've got to find o spade, dig, work, ond get a sore back,

You relate the focts of life (the work) to the cencept of o lovely flower qarden {the romaonce). You just go out and
do what has to be done with this lovely concept of saving o bit of Melbourne bush.

We hod on Enplishwomaon in the Bend of Islonds who wanted wisterio, primroses ond bluebells., One crackling hot
February day, it wos so hot you doren't move, she wes sitting outside under o grey and sovagely gount old Stringybark
in which a mob of Gang Gongs were crocking seeds and squowking owoy. As she sat there in the bush in the heot,
everything ssemed to loosen up. The gum leaves on very hot days you moy have noticed, fringe out and fluff up

ond everything is very soft ond lovely ond the grey tussocks and Ti Tree this day were obviously just so hoppy in the
heot with the mad arey parrots with their tomoato foofs on their heads. It wos so completely differend from England
ond suddenly, she got this act of love! She rushed to me and wep! on my shoulder ond said “F've just become cn
Austrolion. 1 don't need my bluebells, I've just follen in love with this crockly, hot country ond the beauty of it"

ond thot was Morgoret Jones.
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One of the thirigs vou must do to become an Ausirclion, is to ge! rid of the overseas ego! Its unrelated to the bush! You don't tell the bush! The Forest Commission
say they've got a menagerial policy and 1 say, how did the bush menage itself for 200 miltion years before we hod a Forest Commission. They soy the eorth is

a resource and that man has o right te develop that resource. [ soy, man is part of the earth ond he has to discover how it works or he'll become the resource!
You've aot to break with yourself, yeur community mores and traditions ond learn how to become Auvstralion. It tokes ysars and sorme suffer rerribly doing it.
Then, you've gat to join ¢ Commitftee. The Committee learn first, then use that knowledre to keep the thing workoble and olive. One of the things they hove fo
do is to tell people when they're out of order. Its no .use not telling it the way it is for fear of .causing rancour and divisions or people not getting along
together. A neighbour onee soid to me that if naotive animals and plonts should teke precedence over domestic pets then we should oll get out ond the areo
should become a National Park. My neighbour Ffailed fo toke the peini, the very point taken by the United Notions and the Governmeni, that we are a sort of
National Park under residential monagement. Thot wos the whole point of it!  Some say the E.L.Z is 'notorious’, implying in some way its out of order because
of the concept ond the rules, but its just the some os a foctory developer calling o residential zone notorious or out of order hecouse he wants fo put a ~

factory in it. '

We need to change ourselves, then chonge our community ond then start learning about the extroordinary manogement required in the Australion bush, ord pari of
that is hord work and joining the Committes. Once you're on the Committee its my view that you've got to start getting down to detail like showing wildflower
patchas or animal hobitar en your building plans you have to submit to the Authorities, not just the gum trees. In my opinion you don't build your house or
“anything else anywhere you like just because the law says you only need to bother chout where the gum trees are. Before we know it, we'll turn the whole of
Australia into just qum frees and gross. Some of our lovely things here, plonts and animols, ore possibly the lost in the Melbourne orea like the Quail Throsh,
Rare in the first doys of Melbourne and inconceiveably its here in the Bend of Islands. If you put your house in the wrong spot you could put it eut of existence.
As well as the plarning side of things, you've got to know how things work. We're too inclined to think of E.L.Z os o pieee of machinery. Ask people what o
Quall Thrush is, most con't tell you. Ask what its relevance to the Bend of Islands is, they don't know. E.L.Z is o new sorf of adventure in the rot race. There's
on intengible! 1ts a new sort of love, love of ocurselves ond the envirenment. [t could be celled on attitude to life. its o different sort of love, love 'out therg'
os much you love yourself. - The spin off is marvellous ond its reflected in ydur paintings, you writing, your kids, your psyche and not just in @ profit and loss sort
of way. All planning, so far as I know, is about utilities. This is on cdventure into ottitudes and intongibles and thot is precisely why it created o precedent

at the United Notions. You con't sey it makes dollars, in fact for the Co-op to exist af all, the Act hod to be changed becouse ot thot time under Victorian Low
you couldn't have Co-ops which didn't moke a profir. The foct thot it made o profit in on intongible woy had to be legisicted for!

There ore some things that meed chonging. For instance with the non-conforming use rights where new owners can corry on a lend 'use such as keeping cots, dogs
of horses, I say its getting too late For such a luxury as that piece of democracy because again, you get the dollor/property democracy and your old values of
dogs and cats and horses being better than Australion things and oll af the expense of what liftle is left here in the Bend of Islonds. Then there are things that
aren't mentioned specifically In our rules but perhaps should he. 1'd like to have had o quiet dom for notive ducks in my qully but if I went down there and did it
there'd be controversy and consternation and perhaps there'd have to be a vote, and the ones who voted this woy would hate the ones who voted that way. You'll
never aet away from thot sort of predicoment. Human beings, being what they ore, there'li olwoys be problems about these things.

Both sides, the pros and the cons, have been quilty of the most outlondishly hopeless behaviour! Without telling alt those stories, | think the beaut thing is thot in any [B
controversy, whether its a Mothers Club, School, Footy Club, you get the outlondishly funny behaviour on both sides, but if you coneentrate on the aims of the groun 8
ond expect these outbrecks of highly humourous or highly indignant things to hoppen, you get along much better. Its o pity we can't keep in a tangible form,

all the little incidents ond humourous situstions thot haove hoppened on Committees, in Government and in Councils. The consternation ond the astenishment,

the utter disbelief at times. 1 think we've all found that we're portly right, partly wrong, totally right or torally wrong at times ond we'lve met in enormous
hostitity which you laugh about later. The shouting motches, the screaming maotches, the vindictive gossip matches .. oll of which seem funny loter on. If we
temember oll these things and expect them to hoppen, we'll get along better.
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Some very funny things hove hoppened. Once the MMBW decided to test out various bulldozers for moking Sugorloof dam and they chos'e @ bit "bloody scrub"
which hanpened to be on the Co-on. My God, whot they did! Next morning we colled o meeting of the big bross who said they hod no idea thot anyana actucily
fived in this "scrub' and promised it would never hoppen cgain!  Next week there wos ¢ huge yellow dinosour gavging owsoy in the creek near the bridge. ! rong
the PR bloke of the Boord who insisted it couldn't possibly be one of their mochines but grooned “Oh not ogain” when [ osked him whot the letfers MMF::W stood
for. Well it took him oll doy to find out which part of thai monelithic structure was guilty. He finolly rong bock ond told me it wos the water meagsurinn neople,
some obscure little depariment in the MMBW. He couldn't believe it had hoppened agoin ofter the first debocie. He felt even sillier when I asked why they
hodn't one through the lond oround the corner and he replied thot they hedn't waonted fo upset the former, only to be told that the lond in question wos owned
by the Boord itself.

One doy Felicity heard this terrible neise ond roced to the river to find the River Improvement Trust chout to dynomite the ropids oHerlhcving bulldozed o huge
oreo of riverside bush. They scid they were removing o 'blockage’ (the ropids) from the river to olleviote floeding upstreom. They hodn't dor}e ony sums 50 were
unable to soy how removing the ropids would alleviate flooding, they didn't know where the flood line wos end what’s more they were b};lldozmp way above the
flood lines yet here they were going obout this destruction quite legally In their view. Well I phoned the then Conservotion Minister Bill Borthwick ot home,

he phoned Granter the then Water Supply Minister who phoned Stote Rivers who phoned the River Improvement Trust who contacted the bulldozer drive with

the order to stop! Agoin, we hod o meeting of the big boys. We had the Politicions, the Ministries for Planning & Conservation, Stote Rivers, the Council,
varioys other outhorities. Req Johnsons, then heod of the C.C.V osked a lot of questions which nobody could enswer. He hoted the Trusts because os a
fishermon he'd seen the results of their works of planting willows clong streamsides so that we now hordly have on Australion river or creek which isn't bugaered.
Ore of the lessons we'd leorned eorly on, was to to have your orders coming from the top down, it takes less time ond there ore many hilarious "yes Minister”
type Toles T could fell as the orders filter down through the hisrarchy.

Its not until you lounch into ¢ precedent-making project like this, or any other, thot you come up agains what Jife is really oil ubout and that is, the thoughts,
the traditions and the persoriclities and olso this mosvellous love of your fellow man. When the conceists come down the river ond come ocross o vost
concourse of Bend of Islanders, who because they live on the river don't bother with togs, you get this bosic human hurmour bredking out. The conoeiests don't
five on the river ond they often think its terrible .. really terrible, seeing nude bothers. It reminds me of o lovely stary obout the Viceroy of Indic who whilst
on some sort of movement of vice-reqal cuthority through the provinces, hoppened to make comp neor o river and of course its terribly hot in India.

His Alde de Comp went to the river ond come back looking rother pale. The Viceroy osked him what the matter wos and the Aide de Comp replied that he'd
just seen the men disporting themselves in the river and stummered incredulously "but they're just like us®!

Felicity osked me where you'd find the similarities between vs if you took alf of us here in

the Bend of Islands end lined us un in one long line and my enswer was you'd gef o

situation just like her photogreph of nineteen choughs lined up on g branch.

There'd olways be the odd one out of step! //-

When Mol McLure and I storied the battle, we knacked off our work. We hoth lost
money, tovely money that everyone con relate to, but that's the sort of committment
you've got fo hove to the Bend of islands. 1 con safely say that my twelve yeers

of battling involved God know how many pointings not dons so not sold,

it involved emormous telephone bills and perhops o million cups of tea.

And now ['m off to the beach. The wildest plece I've ever seen just fwo hours

away from Melbourne. There'll probobly be problems there teo hut it will be

a bestion ond an outpost of the Bend of Islonds. It'lf be like o weed theot

spreads, this new relotionship between people ond the environment, spread

from the porent weed in the Bend of Islands. Felicity soys they'll find a

chemicel to eradicate it but 1 soy o cup of teo is an ontidote to any

chemicnls they con think of. e

Finally, o messeqe to the Bend of Islonds people .. go to the rext Committes
Meeting, they're open!

'{
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We all know that when possums run across the roof, it sounds as if they
hove hobnailed boots on. What we don't all know perhaps, is that the sound
that o Phascogale maokes when moving is also quite distinctive.

Rats in the roof run with o 'pitter pat', Phascogales move with a

'top tap .... tap tap'. You can hear this when walking outside at night.
These cold, still winter nights are ideal for night mammal watching and
a Phascogale is easily identified by this sound as it works its way up a
tree trunk. Their appecrance is equally distinctive: they are the size of
a smoall kitten with a pointed snout, grey in colour with a black hairy
tail. They erect the tail hairs into o 'bottle brush' when agitated. Both
the 'tap tap' sound and brush tail are probably ways of communicating
either with other phascogales or animals of other species.

The Brush Tailed Phascogale or Tuan (Phascogale tapoatafa) is a member of the broad sub-group of the mammals known as the
Dasurcides or Carnivorous Marsupials. Animals in this group are characterized by the kind of dentition that suits their diet, that is, a )
majority of shearing teeth rother than cutting or grinding ones. They olso lack the fused second and third foes on the hind foot that give
Kangaroos their distinctive foot print, Other members of this group include the Tasmanian Tiger (Thylacine), Tasmanian Devil, the Quolls
or ‘native cats’, Antechinuses and smaller insectivorous types such as Sminthopsis.

Phascogales are nocturnal, sheltering in a leaf-lined nest in a tree hollow during the doy. They eat small arthropods including spiders
and centipedes as well as small vertebrates and occasionally domestic poultry. The last Tuon that I saw in our ceiling had a partly
consumed rat in its mouth. ‘

As in the case of Antechinuses, male Phascogales die at the end of the their first breeding season. They are actually the largest mammal
known to exhibit this phenomenon. Mating occurs in winter and after a gestotion period of about 30 days, the young are born in a typical
marsupial fashion, underdeveloped and needing to remain attached to the nipple for another 40 days or so. There is not a pouch as such.

but soft folds of skin protect the young during this time. ) ’

In the 13 or 14 years that our family has lived in the Bend of Islonds, Phascogales have always visited our house. Months will sometimes
go by without seeing them then they will return, usually during the winter months when they seem very active. We have photos of g
rather bedraggled looking male perched on the clothes-horse in the kitchen; some days later he had died. Recently Jane heord ¢ noise
outside her room and looked ouf to see the familior bottlebrush tail hanging down from the gutter as it ron past. Everyone has their own
anecdotes about these delightful animals. :

Phascogales, like any other living creatures, are only able to survive if their requirements are met by the environment. If an area of bush
contains only young trees there will be no suitable nesting sites. No rotting logs on the ground means no centipedes or spiders. Although
Phascogales are themselves prey to, for example, owls ond pessibly quolls, unnatural predotor pressure from animals likes cats would
threaten their continued existence in an area. '

- JOHN McCALLUM
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B..C.A CALENDAR OF EVENTS [

SPECIAL WORKING BEE . WEED IDENTIFICATION & ERADICATION
SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER AT 10 A.M. - Meet at Tonk

Botonist Geoffrey Carr will be attending and assisting us in recognizing and erodicoting
weeds.  This is a follow-up to his talk of lost year's Genercl Meeting and will be
a valuoble lesson for the manugement of the E.L.Z ond our own lond.

11
FIELD DAY - INVERTEBRATES - GUEST EXPERT
SATURDAY OCTOBER 25TH AT 2 p.m. - Meet of Tank

1
GENERAL MEEETING
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 16TH AT 2 P.M. - SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
I

WORKING BEE - WILLOWS AND ROADSIDES
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29TH - 10 a.m. - Meet ot Tank

These events are both informative and fun
Further informotion ring Janet on 712 0237

FIRE BRIGADE

With summer approaching, now is the time to prepore your home and surroundings. If
you would like ony ossistance or odvice ring th: Christmes Mills Fire Brigade Captoin
John McCallum on 712 0319,

At the recent Council elections, the new ward councilior elected was Les Hodgsen. The
3 councillors now for our Word are Les, Veronico Holland and Joanne Buchanarn.

1
B.LC.A COMMITTEE NEWS

Council Amolgomotions: The Committee is keeping in touch with developments

S.E.C: B.L.C.A recently formed on agreement with the $.E.C regarding tree trimming
in the Zone which will meon more environmentally sensible approoches.
A monitoring program has been set up involving B.L.C.A, the S.E.C and
the Upper Yorra Volley & Dondenong Ranges Authority,

River Monogement:  This sub-committee liosing with Conservotion, Forests & lands
and the Upper Yarra Volley & Dondenong Ronges Authority regarding CF & L's
Mcnogement Plon and the Autherity's River Strategy implementation, Both these plons
look ot both monagement and tourism ond recrection wnd thus hove the potenticl to
impoct on tha Zone.

Current Sub-Committees:

Land Transoctions

River Monagement

Local Government

Newsletter

Community ligson/information
Noture Conservation

v WIDER ISSUES/NEWS 5

TIMBER INDUSTRY STRATEGY - THE FIGHT TO SAVE EAST GIPPSLAND - THE
WOODCHIP BATTLE BEGINS IN EARNEST!

The Government has endorsed the Timber Industry Strotegy ond in doing so, the
Environment Movement believes it will lead to the introduction of large scole woodchip
in gbout 5 yeors. The Sirotegy foils becouse ...

* It supperts long term (15 yeor) licences for sowmillers, thus locking the
Government into supplying timber over the 13 yeor period at the expense of
environmentol volues. [t guorantees supply to the industry but fails to glve.
cost iron guorantees on environmental regulations.

* it does not incorporote o 'Code of Forest Proctices'
* it locks detoiled environmental procedures ond sofeguords
* 1t foils to produce o cleorsighted onalysis of the future of the STote's notive

forests ond the forest-bosed industries

* It refuses to adequotely regulate the timber industry to the Stote's best
environmental, socicl ond economic advantaoge.

A trial 'woodehip' scheme will be introduced following an 'Environmental Effects
Stoterment’, thus it is unlikely thot woodchipping will commence before 1987, leaving
12 months or so for the Environment Movement! to campain ogoinst further
woodehipping. What happens in East Gippsland and elsewhere is now UP TO EACH
AND EVERY ONE OF US,

Now is the time when your support is needed. Contact Linda on 663 1561 ond see
what you con to help!

NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA GUARANTEE LEGISLATION PROPOSALS - A
Biscussion Poper was published recently ond hos ottracted mony submissions bath in
support and in opposition. It is intended that following onalysis of the submissions,
o droft Bill will be drown vp.  The FLORA & FAUNA SUPPORT GROUP is now
beginning its work to ensure thot the proposal proceeds ond importontly to ensure
that vital aspects moking the Guorontee truly effective ore retoined. Agaoin, your
support and assistonce will help to ensure this, If you con offer help, pleose contoct
Steven on 443 1561 or ask Felicity.

DIAMOND VALLEY WILDERNESS SOCIETY - ELTHAM - Welcomes new members.
Film Night on the forests of the Otwoy Ronges 'OTWAY COUNTDOWN' on Thursday
18th September, 8 p.m. of the Community Health Centre, 7 Dudley Street, Elthom.
Phare Peter Homaon for details. Also ot this meeting latest information on the
Queenslond Rainforest, East Gippslond and Tasmanion compaigns.

RALLY AGAINST WOODCHIPPING
SUNDAY 23RD NOVEMBER - DETAILS PHONE 443 1541 or ask Felicity

RALLY AGAINST URANIUM TO FRANCE
FRIDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER, 5 P.M. OUTSIDE A.L.P HEADQUARTERS
Drummend Street, Carlton, and Morch to the City

In the current economic climate it is important thot everyone concerned about issues
of conservation ond environment protection does whatever they con to ensure that
environmento! values do not take o bock seat.  Many of the current ’big issues’
really need the help and support of large numbers of people. If you con spore time
or money of both your help will be involuable.
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FRANK PIERCE

Wl previously lived in the Dandenongs for several years,
that the orea hod been overrun by the urban sprowl ond its
and the disappearance of the few remaining blocks from the

I was delighted when I discovered the Bend oflslands area which had the bush qualities I was after plus the added attroctions of the
river and its proximity to the city where ! work, '

The Bend of Islands is the best area of reasonably intact natural bush within prectical commuting distance of the city. This is what
atfracted me, and no doubt many others, to the area. It has a quality of undisturbed naturalness which is lacking in more urbanized
or farmed bush areas. There is no doubt that these unique qualities are under threat fromthe urban sprawl ond continued pressure
for development.

People often argue ahout 'freedom and rights'. As I see it, the real test of freedom ond democratic rights is to have the focility
for local residents to use the planning ond legal systems of their country to determine the environment in which they live. We, the
residents of this areq, can prevent its transformation by the same development pressures which have sub-urbanized the other
‘bush' areas of Melbourne's fringe.

If we were happy to live in an urbonized bush area we would have chosen one of those areas closer to Melbourne and avoided some
of the inconveniences associated with this areg e.g. lack of facilities for kids and the distances to travel to find those ond other
services., Having made the choice to live here, it seems very logical that we exercise our 'right' to preserve the character of the
areo rather than to allow the forces of progress to overrun us.

Just check this list of 'developments’ which have occurred over the past 3 years with either direct or indirect effect on our crea:

3rd shed built in full view of the road on Gerlach's farm
installation of telecom lines in the Cotani Boulevarde area
severe frimming of trees near powerlines by SEC in E.L.Z & Henley Road
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With spring around the carner, our birds & animals will be producing young!

"How lovely" you might say .. but, there's o dark side! Many of our native species

are of risk through our own actions, in addition fo natural couses. We can affect _ g =

and even injure and kill native creatures when we .... T : o =
L 0 - = =

*  Drive too fast * Remove or saw through hollow logs * Fell Trees * Excavate

Leave dangerous objects/substances lying around * Interfere with hobifat & food sources "W e
. . _ T
Allow dogs or cats to roam *  Leave uncovered water containers deep enough for small
smell memmoals fo drink from but foll into.
If we are serious when we say "we love" our beautiful native creatures, then we should take
care, respect their habitat needs and should we injure or upset them, take caring action.

IF YOU DO FIND AN INJURED BIRD/ANIMAL OR HIT ONE ON THE ROADS, PLEASE TAKE THE FOLLOWING STEPS

INITIAL TREATMENT: 'HUMANE DESTRUCTION'  Check the animal/bird immediately. If it is very badly injured, take steps to
put it out of its misery. Check to see if its a female carrying young and search the areu for young which moy have run off in fright.
If the animal does corry young which seems to small to cope on ifs own. PLEASE DON'T LEAVE IT TO DIE HELPLESSLY!

If you have nothing else, place the young animal under your jumper for dorkness and wormth., TRY NOT T0O HANDLE IT TOO

MUCH and get it to a safe, warm, dark ploce as soon as possible.
NEXT STEP

Lost, sick or injured birds and animals will initially suffer some degree of shock and need the following treatment ..,

Quietness in a darkened container/arec, shaded from direct light {out of rain and out of hot sun)
* Wormth is essential (21° to 24° Celsius)
*  An absolute minimum of handling, remember, wild creatures resent being hondled.

Endecvour to identify the patient and plan its feeding ond watering requirements. At this point you may need to seek expert advice
from o Vet or perhaps the Healesville Sanctuary or Melbourne Zoo. If the animal has been injured and is suffering beyond aid,

it is better to have it destroyed as humanely os possible, preferobly by an injection from a Vet (Please don't drown anything).

Other methods should be used as o last resort only. CONTACT A VET PREFERABLY TO DO IT.

HOUSING Again, warmth is criticall Use warm woollen clothing/blankets/straw/sheepskin. In the case of marsupials, a small
pouch should be provided made ony way you can ond lined with wool. Sheepskins are idecl. Protect from draughts, rain, and direct
heat. In the case of larger animals, do the best you can. (B.I.C.A hos large sfeel cages which would be suitable for small wallabies,
roos and wombats). If you are unable to keep the animal anywhere please contoct 7120 422/7120426/7120

FEEDING Always remember that the food you provide is only a temporary substitute for natural food so it is essential to provide
a diet which will suffice until your patienf can be released to its natural environment. Its often difficult fo get shocked animals/birds
to take any food and you may need to SEEK EXPERT ADVICE if the creafure refuses to take food/water for any length of time.
Remember initially the animal needs quiet ond warmth and only later should you attempt fo feed it and then DO NOT FORCE IT.
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" duplication of high voltage transmission lines and the associated tree cleoring
clearing for new power lines in the ELZ adjocent to Henley Road

* making of Henley Road in the ELLZ ond Eltham Shire

* construction of 3 new sheds on Gerlach's farm

* upgrading of the Eltham Bridge over Diamond Creek

* upgrading of the main road from Eltham to Research

* sub-division off the main road in Eltham & Research and Kangoroo Ground

the sealing of Pigeon Bank Lane and associated sub-divisions -

While most of these items can be justified on on individual basis, when you put them all together they spell 'progress’, degradation
of the bush and o threat to the unique qualities of the area. All this in 31 years! Look what has happened to Eltham over the last
20 years. If the current pressure on our area continues unresisted, we will be another suburb before we know if.

Let's work out some possible future developments in store:

complete sealing of Henley and Skyline roads

opening of Sugarloaf Dam for recreation

imposition of water & sewerage reticulation on the area

use of government land in the area for city dwellers' recreation
sub-divisions along Henley Road right to the Bridge
development of Kangaroo Ground - fast food and bright lights
construction of Watsons Creek Dam

* % o % * ¥ %

Again, each item is individually worthy of some justification but the cumulative effect will be the degradation of our areo. Its character
will be changed by either urbanizing it or increasing the throughput of tourists and vehicles. If Watsons Creek Dam is made,
Henley/Skyline is the likely route of the Eltham/Yarra Glen Road or should we say the Doncaster to Sydney Highway.

This sounds pretty pessimistic but if we are complacent most of these things and many others will overtoke us. by our concerted
efforts (of more than just o few) we can preserve and enhance our area using the ovailable planning and pelitical avenues.

The right of self determination is a basic part of our freedom - people power if you like - rather than complacent acceptance of what the
developers, in the interests of their own profits or empire building, would have us believe is inevitable. All this takes o lot work and
earns us a lot of ridicule and criticism from others who don't appreciate what we have or lack the foresight to recognize the

threats to its continuity. It is easy to get caught up in arguments over individual issues but not so easy to maintain a view of the big
picture and consider the overrall effects of each small action.

We have o unique area, o unique idea for its use, and o unique opportunity to preserve it.
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For feeding very young onimals, use lidectly} o "HIP PET® bottle complete with smoll rubber teet. Or, use on ordinary baby bottle
or ordinary bottle with o small teat. Af first feed EVERY TWO (2) HOURS and as intake increases, feeding times moy decrease.
Toke core that feeds are net rushed as mixture con enter lungs.- ANl feeding utensils should be sterilized between feeds and stored
in o sterile solution. Marsupicls before becoming furred hove their skin kept moist by the mother's pouch, simulate this by

lightly rubbing skin with baby oil twice doily to prevent skin from cracking.

DIETS {See ioter for which formulas suit which animaols)
Diet 1: 227 gr. (8 oz) warm water, 57 gt {2 oz) full creom powdered milk, 2 teaspoons cornflour, 1 level teaspoon
‘Proloc’, 3 drops Infant Pentavite, 1 tiny pinch salt. Then weekly, o few dreps of Vitomin E Qil for eye condition

or one drop daily.

Diet 2: . 50/50 concentration of Carnetion or Bear Brand Evoporated Milk and worm water, 1 egg yolk per 200 ml.
of formule, multivitomin drops (4 drops per 200 ml formula) vse Pentavite or Pelyvisol.

Diet 3: Glucose Nutramigen os per directions on tin. Aveilable of Chermists.

MOST YOUNG ANIMALS WILL OBTAIN THE WATER THEY NEED FROM THE FORMULA AND WILLL PRCBABLY NOT TAKE WATER
UNTIL. LATER.

WHICH FORMULA FOR WHAT?

* Kongaroos & Wallabies: Any one of the 3 diets for several months and gradually wean to fresh gross and leaves. Soft fruits
clso. Forrmula feeds moy be tapered off when the animol leoves the pouch for long pericds ond atteins independence

= Possums & Gliders: Any one of the 3 diets BUT WITHOUT THE VITAMIN E CONCENTRATE. Weon te breod and honey,
grapes, apples, sultares ond similar fruits., For GLIDERS, cdd a dessert spoon of honey te the Formula 1 Diet ond weon
to honey~woter mixture, fruits, insects such as moths, Vegetoble boby food has been used successfully.

Wombats: Formula 1 or 2 to which is ADDED a little honey {not essential). Weon to greens such s lettuce ond reot
o LFRST AL

vegetables such as corrots and new potctoes and green gross.

Notive Mice & Phascogales: Any one of the 3 diets but feed with on eye drepper until tought to lop, which needs to be done
os early os possible bacause of their size mokes feeding difficult. Wean to finely chopped row meat or baby food or similar
ingredients. Should also toke small insects such as moths,

Echidnas: Feed fresh milk with o custord mixture cdded. Where availoble, odd ¢ few termites to mixture. Formula 1

e . .
can be tried as an olternative but ADD o little beoten raw egg. As young develops, moke cvailable notural diet of onts.

Roalas: Very young unfurred onimals are difficult ro rear. Feed any one of 3 diets, preferably Diet 3. When well furred, ween
groduclly te naturcl diet of leaves from Manna, Long Leaf Box, Messmate, Condieberk, Grey Box gums. Best to offer a
variety. Avoid feeding foliage which hos ony yellow tinge as these-could be toxic, HMeolthy koalos do not drink but
should ary keale show signs of ailment, moke water available.

THESE HINTS ARE JUST BROAD GUIDES, IT WOULD BE BEST IF YOU ARE CARING FOR AN ANIMAL OR BIRD, TO CHECK
WITH EXPERTS, TRY MELBOURNE 200 OR HEALESVILLE SANCTUARY.

PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP PROPER SHELTER FACIITIES FOR CARE

Some of us here feel thet it is incurnbent upon as lovers of native animals, to set up some adequete focilities to care for sick or
injured creatures within the Zone. Perhaps your home already has an enclesure or shed or whatever which might be able to be
adopted to temporarily house an injured bird or animal. Perhaps you'd be interested to learning hew to core for them?

The idea would be to locote suitable faciiities within the zone and form a group of people who undertoke some basic troining

in the handling of sick &r injured onimals. It: guite ¢ committment to take on the care of onimals so we feel perhaops it could
be shared ocmong a number of residents. IN the event of bushfire of course, it may be vital to have people in the zone who

ore oble to hondle injured cnimals and birds. Now thot Fabion Dougles hes deported there are few if ony people here who know
cnything much about wildlife and their core and wsually this has involved outside volunteers. We should be able to of leost take
initicl core of the wildlife in the areo if necessory. If you'd be interested in participating in such o group plense telephone
MICK WOIWOD. —
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When people first come to the Bend of Islonds to live, to some, it can oppear that there are many more 'rules' here thon you would find
elsewhere!

13.

That is not the case at all! Firstly, it can appear that way simply because unusually, most residents here .actually know about the zoning
regulations whereas elsewhere residents are often unaware of Council regulations and requirements until they rub up against them. Secondly,
some of the 'rules’ of this particular zoning are slightly different, but most of the regulations which apply to the 'Environmental Living Zone',
also opply in other parts of the Shire. Some of the Provisions of this zoning are peculiar to this zone alone, whilst in other parts of the
Shire, there are other rules which we don't have here ond which are particularly suited to the airns and objectives of that specific zoning.
Its not that have more rules, they're just different in part to the rules which apply elsewhere.

There ore thoughts abroad thot in E.L.Z we suffer 'excessive' or 'restrictive' reguletions while other parts of the Shire are free to do as
they please. Certainly the rules govern what we con ond can't do but that is frue of anywhere at olll Wherever we live, in the city,

in the suburbs or in the country, there are Courcil and other Planning regulations which prohibit, prescribe and direct. The special
regulations contoined in the E.L.Z Zoning are not there simply for-the sake of having regulations, they're there quite simply os o way to
better preserve bushlond ond protect native flora and fauna. They're there to help to preserve and enhance the unique beauty of the Bend
of Islands which we all enjoy, but which we can all so easily affect detrimentally by our own actions on our own land.

The whole thrust of the E.L.Z Provisions is direcied towards ensuring that as far as possible, the survival of bushland and ndtive birds,
invertebrates and animals is protected. The 'Environmental Living Zone' is the first and only such zoning in Australia, probably the world,
which specifically aims to protect the natural environment in a residential area. If is Unigue!

Those residents living here prior to the gazettal of the Zone hove their rights fo con-conforming land uses protected under the zoning ond
those who came here after that are bound by the provisions and regulations as they would be bound in any other zoning by its own particulor
set of regulations. Most of us choose to live in places where we are able to live the way we wanf, we have o choice about living in ploces
where whot we want to do is not permitted. Without the E.L.Z provisions, the aims of this zoning would pay mere lip service to
preserving bushland ond protecting native flora and founa. :

In the interests of better understanding as to why some of the special provisions are necessory we now take o look at some of them:

CLEARING - FENCING - DEVELOPING - SUB-DIVISION - PLANTING and EFFLUENT DISPOSAL. All of these aspects are addressed in
various clauses of the zoning which dictate the type and extent of our activities on our own land. By following these provisions we assist
invaluably in minimizing human impact on bushlond because all of these have the poftential to destroy and alter notural systems.

Before building homes, access ways, sheds, gardens and recreation facilities, we should First find out what grows on our land and which
wildlife use it ond for what. The site we choose for development of any sort might be o special patch of orchids or wildflowers, or it
might be used by birds, insects or animals for shelter, food or access. If you know these things before you disturb an area and odjust
your plans, you make a small-scale but valuable contribution to the overall chances of survival of native species. You also get the added

bonus of the pleasure of enjoying them on your land.

Be aware too, that the way we dis;ﬁose of septic and sullage can affect bushland. If the system you have, or plan to have, allows run-off
or seepoge of fertility, then it has a detrimental offect on plant systems ond in turn the food chains used by fauna. It also encourages
Lincreased weed growth. :
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The Zoning Provisions prohibit the planting of 'exotic! (non indigenous) plant- species. This relates to the dangerof these species spreading :
into the forest and competing successfully for scarce resources. They dominate over the more delicate native species and displace them

and in doing this alter the food chains again thus affecting both flora and fauna. Some particular 'exotics' are a grave threat to native
bushland because of their toughness and these include such species as brooms, pittosporums, and the New South Wales Cootomundra Wattle.
The whole purpose of this clause is to protect existing native flora which is extremely vulnerable to destruction.

Fencing of course, apart from having a visual impact, can affect the movement of native animals. Any development on your land, even
walking tracks, leads to o reduction of habitat and the regulations are designed to prevent and minimize this.

DOMESTIC ANIMALS The most contentious and emotional aspect of the E.L.Z provisions are the clauses relating to the keeping of
domestic pets. The old 'Aussie’ ethos prevails! The right of people to keep pets overrides any rights native animals and birds might have
to exist in freedom. The E.L..Z Zoning for the first time, gives some rights to our native Australion species.

Normolly, in other zonings, in fact anywhere, controls are placed on the numbers of domestic animals which may be kept and on the manner
in which they must be kept. Controls are also placed everywhere prohibiting domestic animals from leaving the boundaries of the land
belonging to their owners. These controls are loid down in various planning provisions and under By-laws and quite simply THEY JUST
DON'T WORK ANYWHERE! All Councils spend a great deal of ratepayers' money dealing with unwanted and wandering domestic animals
and in country oreas, dealing with damage to farming stock by dogs. Animal Refuges face ever increasing costs in caring for and

disposing of stray domestic animals. Almost nowhere are native creatures rights protected. and that is the primary purpose behind the
provisions of E.L.Z prohibiting the keeping of horses, dogs, cats and goats.

The many delicate wildflowers in our bush are easily destroyed by animals such os horses and geats, by soil erosion, increased fertility
and quite simply because they eat them. The many defenceless native aniemals and birds are simply not able to fight back against the
harrassment and predations of dogs and cats. The only truly effective way in which their health and well-being can be protected, given
that none of the other existing restraints work anywhere, is to ban them altogether. Again, the rights of animal keepers here prior to
the zoning are protected under the provisions however again, those animals here legally are still subject to the provisions and by-lows
governing the keeping of domestic animals which apply Shire-wide and under other various Acts relating to animals.

Whilst the banning of these onimals may seem hard, experience has shown that their presence and the inability of the usual regulations to
control them, inevitably means that native wildlife must suffer. Apart from National Parks, the Environmental Living Zone is one of the
very few areas in the whole of Australia where native wildlife may take refuge and the absence of domestic animals is one of the most
vital and important ospects of any attempt to preserve bushlond and wildlife. The keeping of other, less predatory animals, is governed
by normal permit systems and in the case of E.L.Z by the containment clause relating to pen sizes.

BUILDING The siting, design, size and colour of homes is covered in many clauses under the Provisions. These are largely designed to
ensure that our homes do not "leop out ot us and others" from their bushlond setting. To ensure that the visual omenity of the areo is

not disturbed and to toke into account safety aspects particularly bushfire. Most residents came to the Bend of Islands to enjoy its visual
beauty ond the reaulations concerning buildings are there simply to preserve these qualities. The clauses which deal with the amount of land

which con be alientated (used) cre there quite simply to ensure that development of our land does not reduce bushland hobitat more than necessar

The balance of the E.L.Z provisions are applied almost everywhere with minor variations according to the parficulor aims of zonings concerned.
Without these special provisions, the purpose of the Environmental Living Zone, that of attempting to live in the bush without destroying it,
would be totally meaningless.
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Michael Dempsey


