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What Indigenous Plant is flowering ?

Botanical Name: Zweafplvs sideroxyion
Common Name: Red Ironbark
The Red Ironbark is quile a spectacular Iree at this ime of year.

Itis a medium sized tree wilh clusters of large creamish flowers han ing down on long
flower stalks amongst the drcoplng soft blue green leaves. The softlones of the flowers
and foliage are strongly contrasted by the black, hard, deeply-fissured trunk.

The Ttowers are prolific honey ?roduce_fs evident by the busy activily of birds. In par-
ticular, the parrols pick off the flowers in hundreds and scaffer them onte Ihe ground
below leaving a carpet of soft creamy flowers.

In the ELZ the Red Ironbark is usually found in the drier open forests in association with
Eucalyptus polyanthemos (Red Boy), Eucalyplus macrcrrdvngha {Red Stringybark) and
Eucalyptus goniocalyx (fong Leaf Box), on ridges of well drained, gravelly soll.

In the pasi Red Ironbark had been exlensively and selectively felled for Rs strong hard
durable timber for use in building and firewood.

Itis a rare species in some localilies and its existence in the ELZ is considered of Ffeal
botanical significance. The preservalion and re-establishment of this species should be
glven serious consideration,

Cric Henry
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Because normal summer lightening fires are extinguished by the C.F.A,
and aborigings den’t burn any more, abnormally high levels of fuel build
up in parts of the bush. A layer of leaves and twigs 3 inches deeﬁz is
gnough to support a fierce ¢rown fire in summer: Less will have the
same effect an a slope or with a wind. If the amount of fuel is doubled,
%helr;re imensity is quadrupled. The problem is to reduce this danderous
uel.

One wa{lis‘io use a strong rake to make big heaps and burn
them. BUT if you use this method you will

cause erosion with the rake
slerilise the soil under the heap
damage the overstory and nearby plants.

As ?rou must interfers with the ecosystem it is beiter to use a uariet;i of
methods al differenl times of the year and a_lwa‘ys leave about one third
untrealed. This produces a diversily of habital fyp

How often should you burn?

if you don’t burn at all, the thick layer of leaves will mulch the forest
floar i some places (especially north slopes), smother such planls as
violets and altow many species to become senescent and die oul be-
cause there is no regéneraling fire.

Bush planis reactin differenl ways to fire. Many grasses, sedges, stc.
s0on shoot up aiter being burnd. Eucalypts in our area grow lots of
shoots on their Wunks evén if their crawns are destroyed and gradually
produce new crowns. Pea planls and watllles etc. are killed by fire which
I turn germinates their seeds. However enough lime must have elapsed
since the lasi{ire for the plants lo have matured and produced an ade-
guate stock of seeds.

es and a richer fauna.

Thus if 5{0!1 burn frequently you will ultimately wips out watlies and pea
slants elc. and incidentally remove the food supply of sore animals.

or exampte, bronze winged pigeons sat wallle seeds and black tailed
wallabies browse on pea plantsrather than grass. You will however
produce lots of perennial grasses and sedges. Therefore in our area if
#aﬁ wantild-flowers you should burp no more _frequenthl; than every 7-
G years, Perhaps divide your propetty into sections and ireat one each
year.

It's too wet lo bun in winler and you must not burn in summer. This leaves
spring and aulumn. There are problems and advanlages with boih.

§Spring burns are good because:

-Iuwedr layers of litter are malst so the fire Is nol too fierce and less soil is ex-
pose

-logs which are habitats are slill moist and fess likely to burn.
Spring burns are bad because:

hihﬁndistressing (butnot ecolegically importanl) to see that wind-flowers

t—sometimes the fire Is nol hot enough to germinale seeds because of mois-
ure

-Tools of frees may occasionally smoulder away underground ¢ nd ieRd to a
fire in summer

-nesis of low nesling birds will be burnl.
Autumn burns are good because:

-faln is imminent for complete blacking out
-less planls are flowering

-less birds are nesting.

Autumn burns are bad because:

-habilat logs buin more easily as hey are dry

-all litler is burnd and a moisl underlayer does nol remain 1o protecl the soil
from grosion.

Itisup to Kou whether you burn in spring or aulimn as long as you are
aware of the problems.

How should you bum?

You should discuss yous fuel reduction plan with the C.,F. A, and preferably
advise them when you plan lo burn, Here are some guide-lines:

-Have plenty of people, rakes and knapsack sprays available
-Check the weather forecasl



-Preferably burn on Saturd%‘; $0 you can make '
cerfain it is all blacked oul during Sunday

Start after lunch as the humidily increases
lowards evening and quielens down lhe fire

Rake control lines aboul 1 melre in width
around a manageable area raking lilter inwards

-Rake liller away from importantirees so lhey
are not damaged and allow termite infestation

-Make a fest burn on a 20 metre palch lo get an
idea of possible intensily i.e. flame heighland
speed of lravel

-Start the burn from the InF of lhe slope and as it
slowly burns downhill start burning inwards from
the downhill conirol lines

When it has burnt downhill about 10 metres slar
fire aboul 5-10 mefres below the front lo ensure
some hot burning to promole seed germinalion

-Finally ignile along the holtom conlrol line

Later make cerlain the burnt area is blacked out

These guide-lines will vary depending on loca-
lion, topography and wind direction. Remember
the fire créates its own wind.

Fuel Reduclion and Soil Production

Damage to soil was so bad fa the hot 1939 and
1962 wildfires that lopsoil became friable and
washed away, leaving Ilfth coloured sub soil
and Iar and "loalers”(sfones once embedded in
the soll). On steeper northern slopes il soil
has formed because when lifler is moisl if js too
cold for bacleria to compostit and when it is
warm itis too dry. Soil does form but slowly.

To speed up soil formalion and reduce fuel it is
a good idea to genlly rake leaves and lwigs and
slones into rows along the slope conlours - per-
haps against a fallen branch - and stamp on the
litter lo compress it and speed decomposition. If
you check again in the spring you will see your
Tows have been invaded by fungi of manﬁ
colours and afler a few years Il you dig through
arow you will find the 'soll’ baldw the Tow is

dark as micruorganisms take organic mawiials
downwards. Also the row of feaves will be col-
IectingDsilt fram erosion and rich soil will be
seen. Don'l place the rows exaclly at right
angles lo the slope as water running over the
downhill edge may cause erosion below the
row. You only have to slow the water llow nof
slu?' it If you reduce the speed of waler flow

by half, you redyce ils soif carrying capacily by
at least & limes. Don'l expect plantt to appear

in the rows for some time because of the muich-

ing effect.

The CG-OE was commended by three officers
of the Soit Consgrvalion Authotily including the

chairman, Alex Mitchell, who Inspected their
raking program. However lhis has been discon-

linwed because some members raked much too
enthusiastically and actually caused erosion and
damage to planis. Only a light cane rake should
be uséd. The greal advantage of lhis methed in
selected places is thal the organic matler and
nutrients enrich the soil and improve s struc-
tire instead of going up in smoke,

Enel Beduclion around your house

If you don? remove the fine fusl from akout 50
metres around your house, when the wildiire
comes (and {t wifl!‘ the burning litter maﬁ( be
plled along the walls of your house by the figrce
winds and make a bonfife. If you buri as olten
as fuel accumulates you will énd up with only
Erasses, sedges and trees . which is ok.
iowever if you want wind-flowers ¥cu_must be
more careful. One way is lo allocale sites for
small fires and gently rake litter to these places
for burning. Theén gently rake the ashes and
stones abhout 3 melres downhill to form rows
which will slow up the inevitable erosion and en-
coura?e rows of wind flowers. Planling seeds
collecled during the previous summer promoles
these natural gardens,

Allhough plants such as some wallles are yot
flammable I(1||sls of such planls are available}
others Iike hedge wallle and bergens are highly
flammable and should be kepf away from the
house, You can easily check the flammabilily of
hushes by trying out a branch in your fireplace.

Lonclusion

Il residents allow litler to build up for a long
time, the wildfire that will come will be horren.
dous, damaging our bush and deslroying
houses. (rThe energy from the Upper
Beaconsfield fire exXceeded that of an atom
bomb!l) This can he avelded. However lhe
methods you use to reduce this gan?erous fuel
will delermine the aesthelic quality of your bush.

* This arlicle from Tim Ealey willbe we hope
lhe first of many concerning bush fire threat and
vihal we should do about it.
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. Bird life, the numbers and diversity of s;ecles_ is often a good ingicator of qualily ov
habilal. One of the main aims of the ELZ and ifs provisions is to maintain and enhanc 7

Ir urv the quality of the Bend of {slands bush. How effeclive are the provisions? In order fo _ é
find oyt itis hopad that a number of mcmlurm% tephmﬂﬂes will be eslablished quile 37w

o . ally if you are a bird walcher. Y

soon. The firstis we hope pleasurable, especi
QA.

Aim:  To accumulale comprehensive sighting and breeding recoerds of resident and migrafory birds in the Bend of Islands,

Where: Specilic areas will be visited regularly Including Watsons Creek, the Yarra River, the Gongflers Peninstla, the Heniefé-Catani triangie; Skyline
ridge, Slevensons Creek and ihe Billabongs.

When: Walks will take place, approximately one (1) per month commencing §-30 a.m. on a Sunday moraing.
Meet at Henley Road Tank.

Bring your binoculars, pencil and note book.

Walks for 1989: 30th July, 20th August, 17ih September, 29th Oclober, 19th November, 17th December.
Contacl Janel Mattiske 712 0237 for informalion.

u?.‘

Flowering Flants 1o look out for.

Al Large-medium trees Fzcajyplys sideroxyhon Red lronbark
N Tall shrubs Acacia genishifolia Spreading Waltle

Hymenanthsra denlala Tree Vialel

Low shrubs Goodenia avala Hop Goodenia
Correa reflexa Gommon Correa
Epacris impressa Common Heath
Acroliche serryiala Honey Pois

Herbs Angutifaria dioics Early Nancy
Plerastels nulans Nodding Greenhood Orchid

Plerostelis longifalia Talt Greenhood Qrehid




The Weed Flom of 1 ELZ. et

The recently pubiished ‘Weed Flora of the £LZ, Kangaree Grownd, Vie-
002, An Assessmeni of Effecls and fianagement Sirategies for Control

lCarr, McMahon and Todd 1988) is an historic document; it offers informa.

lon about the current stalus of weeds in the ELZ and makes recommenda-
tions for their controf and/or elimination. Addltmnallty il was privaltely
funded, probably a national irst', and a great credif fo those members of
the ELZ whose activilies over the years gone by created the funds to do
the job. As a biologist who be?an public life as a Weed.Phygioln?mIwuh
IGIANZ in 1958, and who has relurned to ecological studies since 7976, I'd
like lo ralse some igsues thal arise now that the community of the ELZ has
laken this all-imporiant first step.

The first issue thal arises is "what Is aweed?" Ouniside the ELZ, weeds
are usually defined a3 " undesirabie planl specias ?rowmg in locations
where they are causing one or more problems for the current fand-use ac-
lvily”. This circular lype of definition (“itis a weed because it is un-
desirable because il is a planl growing where it does which makes it a
weed because....... ') undsrscores the poini that there is nolhing inherenlly
"good’ or "bad® about a parlicular plant species; itis its impa¢t on our
perceived land-use oplions thal makes it into a weed.

VWithin the ELZ. whether a plant species is {'udqed by a fandholder o be a
weed or not will depend on the individual [and-holder’s view of the good
or harm that flows from the Fresence and abundance of the species on
that parcel of land. Whers the land is privatelglr owned, this ¢creales a great
deal of room for disagreement among landholders abont the slatus of a
particular species as a weed. To an ELZ landholder wilh a non-conform-
ing use-right lo run horses, catfle or sheep, native scrub may appear fo be
a weedy nuisance, laking over the pasture species on which the farm’s in-
come depends. To a conservalion-oriented landholder with no non-con-
forming use-n?hls, the scrub species may be God's gift o humanily, lo be
preserved al almost an‘trfrice, while the plants that feed domestic Iiveslock
in the paddocks of the ELZ farmers are anathema in need of urgent
Irﬁ.rm:alt.fal! To such a person, any non-native plant can be seen as a major
real. -

Further, within any one piece of privale land, he strictness with which a
conservafion-orlented owner regards alfen planls as undesirable may vary
a lot. Some of those mos! slrongly opposed to any forgsighn plants in the
ELZ nonetheless would see no problem with having a kilchen garden fult

of non-nalive plants, in some cases with Euruﬁlean weeds in abundance he-

lreen the rows of vegelables and flowers! Others see no harm in exlend-

ing the radius wilhin which they

‘lolerale” alien plants to the "house-lot area’ that surrounds the house.
Here you will find a range of planis "lolerated”, or even prized, FIGWH he
cause they are beautiful in aulumn or spring, or because they flower
early, or it winler. or keep away mozzie, orare good for beeg ele. Others
go 30 far as lo “inflicl’ their decisions in these malters on their neighbours

yp_lantmg aliens ajeng properly boundaries, or near Ihe roadside, often
to give a dense, quickly grewing screen of \JeFelaliun behind which lo
sheller thefr howme froni wind, noise, car headlights etc.  Still others
lolerale "magor weeds® becanse they wish to make some money oul of
them in the future; stands of nearly malurs, very harveslable Monlerey
pines come to mind!

The botlom line here is that someone’s weed may be someone’s *elses
deh?hl; ne weed control programme in the ELZ ‘or anywhere else, will get
far il it fails to undersiand is factand its consequences on people’s pér
ceplions of their responsibilities in the area of conservation management.

The second Issue relales lo the E)rm{ histories of land-use within what is
now the ELZ of the Shire of Healesville. Mick Wolwod and olhers haye
gathered a moderalely delailed understanding of the post-1962 fire hislory
for alleast some of the land now in the ELZ. ~ For example, I'have been if-
formed thal most of whalis now "Afunga" was at one lime a grazing
preperlﬁ, which was almost lotally deslroyed by the 1962 burn. Il was sub-
sequenty hull-dozed over a large part of its etisting area, the logs wind-

rowed amd burnt again. It has three water-calchment dams thal éﬂec_l it,

el




has had hundreds of thousands of %allons of Walson’s Ck-water pumped
tiraugh its now somewhat decadent orchard in limes past, and has had ex-
tensive ferlilizalion of the orchard area by sullage-water pumping, chooks,
and goals during Neil and Abbie's perio of ownership. Great care was
taked by them 1o ensure that none of the nutrients from (he sullage escaped
far from ke gardens and orchard area. Nonatheless, Carolynn and |
Would be Kidding oursejves if we failed to take lhese facts into account

vhen vie look al'the disiribulion of alien plants on whalis now our property.

ftis likely thal a fairly complete picture of the local history of most parls of
Uie ELZ could be oblained from among current and pasi residenls and |
wolld urge thal such a compilalion b&qzn since i is as importanl fo weed
management as the survey just completed. For examr!e, If aland-holder
wishes {o eradicale sweet-scenled vernal grass from (he properly, Knowing
thatitls where itis now largely because that part of the properly was once
a grazing lease is helpful i deciding what approach fo adopt (o elimina-
fon or countral of the grass.

The third issue | should like lo raise at this lime concerns gathering
kiiowledge aboul just whal is happening with planls that are deemed
lo be undesirable on a particular place. Fundamenlally, one needs lo
know If the “invaders' are spreading, or sialic, or going backwards, be-
¢cause it determines whal onie does next This reqiires sinple, on the spot
measurements by you, the fand-owner, backed up with known'information
about the usual behaviour of the species concerned, where thal informa.
tion is available. Tam happyto discuss how to make those measurements
and have already got one of‘my Honours students (Gerry Raynerlaokin

al the Issue of invasion of Yorkshire Fog Grass(Ha/ews /anafyd and Quak-
ing Grass ( Briza maxima) for his research project this year, He will soon
be approaching some of you lo secure your agreemer! to him Installing

some small research plotd on yourland. Natirally, where two or thred ad-

AT

i_acentland holders can.a"gj"f'ee aboul the weediness or olherwise of a par-
icular species, a combinéd assault on the problem Is likely to be more
fruitful of a solufion.

The boitam line here is to avoid wasling resources of mene* and time and
gersg:m&i%g%t;sa knowledgeable and co-ordinated altack will pay hand.
om .

It seems to me thal this mast unusual community of humans’ among whom
we have coms lo live recenlly by virtue, apparenlly, of some sirange
chains of coincidences, is a microcosm of whal s happening on the
larger scale in the debates aboul Conservation Managemenl of Environ-
mental Resources. | am_heawlgn involved as a professional biologist with
these issues, especially in lne Mallee al the minute.  Such maiters are
chock-a block wilh opposed views about Jand-use options and strale gies,
crealing thereby divergent and petentially divisive atiitudes. Resofulion of
this type of difficulty seems 1o be ane of the major Issues involved in lving
In any community. ‘How to develop a Social Conscience in an environm ent
that values the rights of individuals 1o do their own thing, while conserving
and regenerating our Matural Resources? The dwers:l}r of atlitudes lo be
found among clirrent residents on weeds and non-con orming use rights
should provide all of us with a chance to see what progress we can make
P_ersoually towards acceplable solutions of what | think are moderately dif
E_le!l malters 1o manage well, but worth the effort nonetheless. ¢’ estla
vie!

43.89

Terry O'Brien




Bird of the, Month

WHITE FACED HERON ARDEA NOVAEHOLLANDIAF

A bird I have noliced recently which | have not seen for a while in the area is the white
faced heron. They are quile common and usually inhabit wetlands, waler courses, dams
and pasture as well as coastal environments.

They eal a wide variely of food including crustaceans, amphibians, fish, insecls and
micé, They forage in pasture or by wading in shallow water.

The white faced heron is a two tone grey colour with a white face and throat, black bill
with yellow legs. They are about 670 mm in length.

In flight, like other herons they fly with the neck folded, head close to the body and legs
Irailing behind.

While fishing in the Yarra down Gongflers Drive | have seen a pair on a couple of oc-
casions flying down stream. Somelimes they alight on a dead {ree, bul they appear o
be quite limid and fly off making a squawking noise when | stand up lo reel in the line.

We found a good time lo see waler birds on the river is just before dusk. Duck, coots
and olher waler fow! fly in and land in the waler and trees, to roosi | presume. Even
when il's totally dark you can hear the whislling of air through fealhers, a few squawks
then a splash as a group of ducks land in the waler. I'm nol sure if they float around all
night or swim to cover al the bank.

As you G‘(i)n Frnbably gather, idenlification of the birds is prelty tricky at this fime of Ihe
evening, bu

I have gspcfl lighted” a few ducks with the torch swimming around and IhePr appear fo be
black and wood ducks. There is usually the odd cool swWimming amongs{the grass and
reeds along the bank of the river as well. They can be observed throughout the day in
most §€o!s along the river. | have observed birds flying, in the evenings as | have
described, in mosl places I've been fishing in the afea.

Malthew McCallum

ou can Usually determine what bird is whal just before the sun goes down.




Fielg Day

Plant Propagation Demonsiration

A few Salurdays ago, BICA members and visitors were privileged to see
and take partin a demonsiralion of techniques for propagating native
rllai'u(sl;, with particular reference to those species indigenous to the Bend of
slands area.

The quest speaker/demonsirator was Glen Jameson from Warrandyte.
Glen is well known o us; his green truck laden wilh Wubes of sale i a
regiilar sight al BICA general meetings. Glen is a gardener by profession
and a very active meniber of the Friends of Warrandyle State'Park. He is
committed lo the use of indigenous flora in landscaping and reslorin
bush areas and brought to us a weallh of knowledge. experience and,
above all, enthusiastic dedication to what he was fefling us.

Members and visilors were able to observe the lwo main techniques of

propagalion and, under Glen’s guidance, try their hand at making and
lanting cullings. This was folleived by a ramble in the bush near Janel's
ouse where we looked al the plant species there and discussed ap -
ropriate methods of'prc'ﬁaga ing them. As is usual afier such occasions,
e day ended with refreshments:"this slage ran well info the night...

Hilary Jackman took the following noles and diagrams,

SEEDS
some seeds lasl: acacias and eucalypts, olhers won'l last beyond one ger-
minating season: Bursaria, Clematis and Goodia.

Collecl seeds when ripe. They change from green to brown and black.

Wallle and some other seeds germinale quickly, others (25%) won'l come
up until Avtumn,

For healthy sirong plants there should be no hick-up in the ?rowin_g stages,
just an even flow of growing from the seed bed lo small pols to bigger
pots and inte the ground.

There is no guaranlee thal seeds collected from a pink plant will produce a
plant with pink flowers. It's the "Tattslolto of genetics”.

To collect Eucalypt seeds place nuts on a warm ledqge. The seeds will
drop after the plant has been burntor the branch is broken off.

Some seeds that are usually propagated by birds re?uire an acid or defer- -

gent wash to imitale their journey through 4 birds gut.

WATTLE AND PEA SEcDS

For hard case seeds ’_mur Boiling waler over and leave overnighl. Dry the
seeds so they don't slick together when you iry to sprinkle then oul evenly
ml thF Iray. The seeds thal float are the weaker ones, but may be worth
planting.

PEAT MIX - 50/50 peat moss and washed sand (no nutrient).

SOIL MIX - Washed sand,wood shavings,soil leaf mulch and Osmocoal (3
month slow release ferfilizer). It must b fiable.

PLANTING

In seed tray put 1/3  1/2 soil mix and tamp down evenly (use seed tray of
the same size). Spread seeds evenly. Cover seeds with peal mix to the
same thickness as the seed. For uerr small seeds the top coat may need to
he pulon throngh a sieve. Label - Planl name and date. Put out for the
nextrain orwaler, butremember they mustbe keptmoist once watered.

GUTTINGS

Mostthings will grow from cullings. Plants are not damaged b[v laking cut
lings.The tnckg bit is collecting the righ part of the plant. Not oo_lnn?‘ nel
oo woody and rigid. Alter flowering there is a flush of growth which then
hardens off in about a month. This Is the besl material for cullings. Cut
lings can be slored slm_nkled with waler in a plastic bag in the fridge for a
shorttime. Select material, cut stem just a bit below a set of leaves,
remove these leaves. cut off any floppy stem on top of the next sef of
leaves and reduce the remaining leaves. Push culling into a tray which con
tains just peat and washed sand mix, no soil. Water. When fransplanting
cutlings don't hury deeper than the ¢ollar, Gien su%gesls placing both
seeds and cullings rays on a north facing verandah under plastic over an
aluminium frame.

TRIGGER PLANTS Very fine seeds. Brown colour when ripe.Very prolific,
so plant sparingly.

BURSARIA Seeds hlack or hrown when ripe. Don'tlast beyond one ger-
;n{naling season. Spread thickly. Easy to grow hardy plantthat flowers in
ate summer.

GRASSES Grasses can be prepagaled from seed or by division.

. ..peot mix
-] Seed |
-+ Soll miy




 People, roof area and water storage.

Ihope these figures which are for house supply only, may serve as a useful indicalion to anyone planning a house or ex-
periencing probtems with their water supply.

There are several reasons why it Is necessary lo keep waler consumption lo a minimum. The most impaortant, in m¥ view,
is fire prevention. The more we use the more we have lo treal. In the Bend of Islands the absorplion rate of the soll is ex-
tremely slow requiring an enormous length of trench for each house. I the trenches overflow the phosphales and nitrates
which are almost untreated by a seplic lanks are spread across the bush floor providing nutrienls for the native and non
nalive grasses and shrubs to flourish, This added growth has a dramatic effect on the fine fuels which are available fo a
fire. Once the [EIII_IItI): level has been increased itis almost impossible to remove. There are many examples of areas
similar to ours which are now fertilized b{ inadequate waler trealment and are a maintenance nighimare (lawn mowers on
Sundays). North Warrandyte is probably

lurge you to carefully consider your needs in relation to your lands ability to consume your waste water,
I'have used the following figures:

he closesl example.

rainfall: 567 mm/year (loweslin last 10 years)
consumplion per person: 25300 lt/person (average of locals asked)
no rain period: 3 months

fire fighling reserve: 4250 1t

all of which calculate to: (for metric people)

1 person needs 60sq/m or more of roof and a 105751 tank

2 people need 1005q/m or more of roof and a 169001t tank

d people need 145sq/m or more of roof and a 23225It tank

4 people need 190sq/m or more of roof and a 295501t tank

S people need 2355q/m or more of roof and a 35875it tank

or for imperialists.

1 person needs 6 squares or more of roof and a 2488gal tank

2 people need 10 squares or more of roof and a 3976gal tank

3 people need 14.5 squares or more of roof and a 5464gal tank
4 people need 19 squares or more of roof and a 6952gal lank
5 people need 23.5 squares or more of roof and a 8441gal tank .....Jeph
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Usefull Plants indhe Bend of lslands 3
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COARSE DODDER LAUREL

Cassyfha mefanthaR. Br.

Also knawn as Devil's Twine and Devil's Guis.

IDENTIFICATION: Lsafless "spaghetti* that grows on many types of trees and shrubs.

There are 14 species of Dodder Laurel in Australia, with three In Vicloria. £assphia mrgfantia is the only
species | have seen in Kangaroo Ground. The other 2 species are more siendér and do not cover lrees in
alangled mass the way Coarse Dodder Laure| does.

DISTRIBUTION: Widespread through open forests in south eastern Australia.

CULTIVATION: The seed germinates on the ground and the twining slem altaches itself lo a nearbydplant. :
Dnce the parasitic associalion is established, the Dodder Laurel lo$es ifs connection with the ground,

faking all ils nourishment from the hostplanl

I'haven'l lried il, but it should be possible to grow Casspfha into polted plants (e.g. eucaly ts)‘ via lheir T
parasitic proclivilies. Then ensure the host is well looksd afier, and you should be able to fook forward to
a few fruit. Dodder Laurel plants could equally well be transferred onlo ofher sultable small trees.

Remember that it will kill its host, so keep it cut back to a manageable size.

e o . DEgviL’s TWINES e
USES: Similar plants are distributed world-wide, and they have been pul lo many uses. (Cassytha species) e
1. FOOD: The round fruit has a single hard seed. When ripe, they become translucent and fall from the : f»qj
plant. - Other names: 5
Dodder laurel,

devil’s gurs, black-fellow’s twine

They are edible raw - Jennifer lsaacs in her book Bush Foods describes lhem as “very aromalic and
tfangy:. Iwi?uld shay blandly sweet wilh an unpleasant aflertaste. They are also very sticky and spiling oul the
seed can be a chore.

taking jam from the fruit g'iues amore acceptable product, as the afleriaste is reduced and the frull
dossn't have to bs complétely ripe. Remave all seeds before making lhe jam, as itis almost impossible to
extract them from the finished product (which resembles green, almost set glue).

Aborigings chewed the unripe frult of Dodder Laurels as a kind of chewing gum. In India last century, Cas-
syiha fruifs were used fo flavour bultermilk.

Anotiler_sug(Festion (1 have noi Iried it yet) is lo squash the ripe fruils, mix them with boiling waler and fitter
off the liquid as a sweet drink.




2. MEDIGINAL: | cannel find a record of c:“.ax.}}\“ﬁ?f%a m e

lain alkaloids which could give them medicinal
properfies. It remains for the local species to be tésled
carefully (remember - alkaloids can be foxich)

Medicinal uses of related s?scies include - infusion laken
for pains and high lemperature; coniraceptive (perhaps
aborlifacient); made inte hair tonic; used as disinfectant
{eyewash and lor cleaning ulcers); takep inlernally for
dysentery and hilious altacks; lo Wreal piles; and applied
externally to rheumalic pains and general aches.

On the other hand, Laszak and MeCarthy in their book
Australian Medicinal Plapls quote an 131h cenlury
Auastrafian authﬂnt{ as staling Auslralia’s Dodder Lairels
are inedically inerf,

3. OTHER: Again, | have notlocaled recerds for the local
species.

However, much information about Yiclorian Aboriginal
plant usage have been lost. Some of the following uses
of related species from inferslate and overseas may well
represent possible usage of C. me/iantha. as string eq.
for roofing of lying garlands of flowers; made Into fonl:
wear, a cushion to carry things on the head, or as cover-
ing from sun and raln; and a$ ready made fishing nels.

4. HISTORICAL: Culpeper puls all Dodders under the
dominion of Saturn and slates they "participale of the na-
ture of those plants whereon they grow’.

The small while flowers représent baseness in one ver-
sion of 'The Language of Flowers".

/2 being used mediclnalg.r. However, some species ¢on-
g

Rodney Barker.

BEND OF ISLANDS CONSERUATION RASSOCIATION |
C/0 Post Office Kangaroo Ground 3097 |

Lebanese Dinner

Carolyn O’Brien has organised a BIGA fund raising dinner
at a beaut littte restaurant -

DUMAYAZAD,
329 DONCASTER ROAD,
NORTH BALWYN (BYO),

Al7.30 [p.m., Thursday 27th JuiFy.‘ Only $25 a head. Brfnﬂ as many heads as
possible. It will he a greal night, ndaj{ is nol normally a high achievement day
anyway. So instead of our soclal contacts conslsth of flash waving through
windscieens, come share a Hummus with these mysferious ships in The nights.

Conlact Carolyn on 712 0352. Prepay by 23rd July.

We hope Ihis will be a regular gettogether. So do come.




Committee Report

The 1989 Commitlee was formed al the February Annual General Meeling
and has the following membership:

Frank Pigrce President 712 0361
Michael Pelling Vice Presidenl 712 0288
Janet Mallis ke Secretare/ 712 0237
John MeGallum Assistant Secrefary APELELE:
Chris Sleed Treasurer 712 0558
Rod Barker 712 0423
Sandy French /12 0443
Neil Harvey 712 0462
Ross Henry 712 0547
Tetry O 'Brien 712 0352
Rob¥n Langford 712 0551

A comprehensive slructure of sub-commillee has heen established to en-
sure a spread of responsibitilies over the broad range of our aclivilies.

The sub-commillees work covers aclivities such as public relations, land
sales, newslelter production, fund raising dealing wilth autherilies and $o
on.

Progress is being achieved wilh the Shire of Healesville on the finalisation
of the Planning Scheme and the production of a publication on the ELZ

Several Working Bees have been held, the Fire BriFade Shed has been
ainted and looks much beller, and roadside vegefalion jn Calanj

Coulev_aitrd and Gengflers Drive has been cul back afler liaison wilh the
ouncil.

The Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority Regional

Siralegy Review has beep completed and a reForl has been published.

membersf hlaue been asked to submil comments on the relevantissues in
e near fulure.

Please contact any commiltee member if you have any probiems or sug-
gestions on ELZ matters.

Frank Plerce
Presidenl

A Thsatse Nighk for our Fire Brigade

On Saturday 26th Augvl}sl we plan to have a night al the Eltham Little
Theatre 1o $ee David Williamson's 'The Club’.

Qur recent theatre night raised $80 and we plan to up the ante on lhis one.

We are hoping lo sell 40 lickets al $13 per head and this includes supper at
the thealre as well.

If you're inleresled please ring any of lhe 3 people below as soon as possible.
Janeile Grigg 712 0428
Margarel Woiwod 712 0563
Sheila Dixon 712 0542



The weeds featured in this Issue are ex-
amples of garden escapes; plants with have
colonized blish areas as a resull of being
deliberalely plated nearby. Many of our
weeds fall info (his cate?o?r although in
many cases such as thal of the infamous

Shiell Grass ( Briza ma.wiarfap their uses as or-
0

namentai plants has been forgolien and
lhejr status is now simply that of a
widespread weed.

The popularity of Australian native planis
over the pastfew decades has restlted in a
largs number of species from all over the
country hem%.estabilshed in gardens many
hundreds of kilomeltres oul of their nalural
distribution. In many cases they are able o
invade adjacent bushland. Thi$ invasion is
not always apparent unlit conditions are just
righl. An example of this occurred in the
Angle s_eafA:rey‘s Inlet area in recent years.
Imimedialely afler the fires of 16 February,
1963, vast numbers of seedlings of *garden
shrubs' nolably A5/ fophantha, a_nalive
of SW Wesleri Australia, anea{ged. The
seeds had lain dormant in the soil until the
fire stimulated their germination and {he
plants have since flourished at the expense
of the local flara.

I have chosen lwo garden plants which |
know to have lhe potential to invade our
bushland, | know because in the past we
have cultivaled them out of ignorance and
have seen them spread.

Acacia longifolia (Sallow Wattle)

This is a fast growing species and this fea-
ture has no doubl made it pepular with gar-
deners. It comes 1o malurity in one or two
ears and readily sets seed. Like most

cacias it has {wo kinds of seed; those
which require fire to germinale and those
which ?erm_mate without such stimulation.
The laller kind of seed result in small Sallow
W allles appearing nearby within a very few
years of the original planting. The olher kind
fqr seeds remain dormant inthe soil until a
ire.

Deliberale planting around the Sugarloaf
Dam has resufted In fhe establishnienl of 4
lapgieda along Skyling Road beyond the
swilching station turn_ off. Another nearby
area where this species has gained a

foothold is where Skyline Road meels the El

tham-Yarra Glen Road. Here it is accom-
Rame_d by at least twa olher non-indigenous
cacias and Sweel Pittosporum 77 .
dufatvm ] a native of coasfal Eastern Vic-
toria and regions north from there. Recently
there has béen some suggestion that 4. /4
fofz is nalive 1o the arew now covered by
18 Warrandyte Stale Park and Ihat efforts
should be made to encourage is re-estab-
lishmenl thare. At my most charitable | allow

thal this is as a result of confusion ovar com-

mon names and that the *Sallow Wallle" of
Warrandyle is another species, possibly 4.
mueronila

The drawing shows the shoot of a young
planl; the pale golden fHowers are arranged
In foose spikes and appear in spring.

Controlis by pulling, greferably When the
lants are young and have not set seed.
tder Etaﬂ s (wWhich may have reached tree

size) should be ring-barked and left[o die.
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Sofva heterophylia (Blue-bell Climber)

This is another}mpgla[ garden planlfor the same general
reasons as A fongifoha

It is a vigourous ¢limber and for much of the rear it bears smalf
but atlractive hell-shaped, five pelalied, blue flowers. These are
followed by fleshy fruits, pod-shaped and aboul 3 cm leng and
the seeds thal these confain seem to have no dilficully in sTpread-
ing and germinaling, even in relalively undisturbed bush. The
drawing shows part of a fairly large plant with mature frujls. The
ease with which Sodvs feferophsfiaspreads reminds ug thal even
although our zoning provisions restrict planting of nen-in.
digencus species to our "kilchen gardens®. it does not prevent
them from spreading to the nearby bush ((and even further
afield), Seeds thal are wind-borne, water-carried of which slick
to the bodies of animals de nollake much nofice of wire nelting!

If you have had §. heferop/yfa inyour garden, look around for
}mung plants and remove them while yotng; cerlainly before they
fower and set seed.

14

B. LCA... a{”prjvilagc or a duty ?

Immediate personal and husiness evenls demand much of our time bul new energy
it available here whers we live and, hopefully, flourish. If we are all responsible fo
and for each other, we ate even more so heis where the successiul nuriuring of
the land depends an the enlhusiastic co-operation of us all, so if it seems a bother
look eutyour windew on a moonlit night (or even apen the door and look oul) or
come home te those health giving treés doing good things to the air.

Here we have a happy congruence of diversily of inlerests and training (includin
the sculplure exhibilion) whiere we can benefiffrom professionals in bio og”', fan
use, weed conlrol, chemishy, psychology and many allied subjects, as well as

those with a wealth of gxperience of those sympathetic lo our cause.

Whatis our cause? We know the land is nol ours_buiralher a frust, so each work
party is perhaps an act of devetion (!} logether with 2 gaiely in companionship, a
commitment and a step forward in land management.

Now the nice part

We are so close lo the drama of life foerms from pond minutae lo beetles, bugs

birds and larger creatures, man¥ guiet and unseen during the day but most lively al
night. We shdre lhis refuge with them.

We welcome those who feel like we do about the bush. Someone has helped a
group of walkers fo orienlate themselves. They all Iooked peaceful and conlenled
as they walked down the last hill to their car.

A student lell some mysterious while cylinders for tuans fo leave some evidence If
they are around. {They cerlainly are arid will dl?‘ neat heles in any bananas or
avocados left around If they come inside al night.

%he Igpuokaburra fooks with intent al a blue tongue drinking at the pool. Disturh
am?

The anfichinus nibbies the pasta and in the end drowns in the water jug.

The wallabies prune the indigophera severely and weeds are a worry, But there's al-
ways " the wind on the healh brother "

Do bombard the editor with queslions. Have a box somewhere. Lels have a com-
petition (age 5 - 20 yrs) aboul movement (animals, trees eke). Prize a secret

Congralulalions on the last issue,

Finatly ma)‘| | quote from Pierre Teilhard de Ghardin for the fufure " There can be ne
ptace for {he %oor in spiril. the sceplics, the pessimists, the sad of hear!, the weary

and the immobilists! Lile i¢ a ceaseless discovery. Life is movemenl.”



* Fire Brigade Report

Summer Fire Season

Despite a very warm, dry early spring this year's sum-
mer period was unusualin thal NO Fire Danger
Period was declared for the Shires ef Elthani and
Healesville, The overall weather conditions which
deterntine ihe deqree of curing of grass or the
Oroughl Index which Is used 1 calculale forest fire
danger were marked in early and mid summer by
rain and mild temperalures, This facl, tegether with
the GFA's apparenl reluctance to impose needless
restriclions, {ed fo this aclion by the Authorily’s
Lilydale Office. :

Reglonal Fire Prevenlion Compelilion

Fire Danger Period of nof, the Brigade has again had
a busy year. Weekly lraining and mainlenance,
Municipal Fire Prevention Committee mestings,
%reparatlon_of the Fire Prevention Plan for the area,
Graoup meelings, brigade meelings, officer’s mest.
Ings, visits to new residents, special brigade Iraining
days and righls, Group fraining, Fiskville training and
many other activities have again been organized, at-
lended or taken place as the case may be. As partof
lhe brigade’s community awareness and involvemeni
ngram, a well allended public meeting was held in

ecember. A recently rejeased video "Buildings and
Bushfire® was shown and landowners’ responsibillties
in fire prevenlion and protection were emphasized.
We have had very few fire calls, mosi being fo molor
vehicle aceidents.

Allin all, our activities resulted in us winning for
the second fime our seclion of the Region 13 Fire

Prevention Competitton! On points we were sixth over-

all in the enlire Region! Congratulalions are due to all
brigade members Tor lhis fine resuit!

Brigade Elecfions

April this year saw the biennial election of office
bearers in the brigade and resuils are as follows:

~ GCaptain: David Herd 730 1429
Secrelary: Robyn Adams 730 1761
18t Lieuvlenan!: Jeph Neale 712 D458
2nd Lieulenant Fred Keber 730 157%
3rd Lieulenanl: Dianne Simmons 730 1761
4th Lieutenant: John McGallum 7120313

Communications Otficer: Kit Carson 7197492
Apparalus Officer: Robyn Adams 7321761

The above lake up duties on 1 July, 1989 fyr
two years and we congratulate them on their
eleclion and wish them well.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
* Brigade meelings {fake place on the firsl Wed

nesday of each monih in the North (Main Road)
station’al 8 pm.

* Weekly lraining is al 10 a.m. each Sunday,
odd dates in the South (Catani Byvde) slalion,
even dates in the North station.

* Other occasions and events as anmounced.
ALL WELCOME TO ALL OF THE ARDYE!

For Fire ring 712 0454 or 719 7487.



Another Bird Story —with amoral

Recently Shayne Parris told me about a visiling chough that had fine

lastic :iamenltight!y wrapped around bolh legs. The legs were also
Ipmed by a strand about 10 ¢cm long. The bird Was one of a group of
ive and was having lrauble walking and perching.

When the birds came to my house | made friends with them by sitting
on {he ground and feeding lhem.
The affected chough took food
from my hand but was far oo
evasive for me lo gither catch it or
irap itin masquile nelling provided

g s by

ety Jula MeGallim, asking fi
e e and calehing naf
Hotdid Mo sk, goha sdggested
Jlilg an amimal ag, o nad séen
sahitth Schou, lne field nalurafist in
sur erew of six on lhe small
schooner ‘Dick Smith Explorer’ ef-
forllessly catching pengdins and
sea birds with a long handled net in
the Antarclic and | thought this was
the way 1o go. | sel aboul ¢construct-
ing one but gave tp when ! could
not find suitable materials. 1ihen
cul the side out of a big cardboard
fruithox and made a bird wire slide
to cover the opening. | bailed the
box and wailed. Anhour or so of
waiting was to no avail. No bird
would go into the box.

| then carried the 1 metre Ion? Ll]eavy) wire mesh anpimal frap over
from Harvey’s garden and selthis up on the ground close to where |
was working on parts of my Land Rover engine on the back porch,
from where’| could ebserve the birds.

i attached a slring to the trip loop of the Irap fo enable manual (per-
sonal) operafion and putfood on the floar. The birds were now down
the sfope so after a period of slowly allracling them back 1o the porch
| walched and wailed. For hours it seemed. tive birds picked up every
scr_af) of food | had laid around the trap. They would fook al the large
bait inside but would not cross the threshold and go in.

Finally one bird went into the trap. It
was nol my quarry. Others fellowed.
Attlastmy quarrg Pm wo other
choughs entered the trap. [ pulled
lhe siriag, the door clanged shut
shit D had st After annnilial jump
g aad lageing e Luds selilsg
i B ey Buls Slosniiigs s
deilzizns lasdgna un lne Buor Rk
Plewsphoned for neip Jepk Meats
Prmnpily came over wilh a scalpel,
W g managed lo release the unaf
fecled biras so thal my gloved
hands were able to hdld the bird
while Jeph very carefully cul away
the nylon fishhig tne on'ils legs and
the bird was restored lo full =~
mobilily. When we released if it did
not fly away like the other two but
resumed feeding on the ground
nearby. Jeph sald 'You probably
have a friend for life’.

And the moral? Parents and children
. enhuy your fishing but please fake
home any tangled line lhat you may have cutfrom your reef.

Morm Linton-Smith



ANYONE WITH INFORMATION ABOQUT
RE-CYCLING AND ENVIRONMENTALLY
SAFE PRODUGTS, PARTICULARLY IN
RELATION TO THE HOME AND OFFICE,
PLEASE FORWARD IT TO

CAROLYNN O'BRIEN,

"ATUNGA’, HENLEY ROAD, KANGAROO
GROUMND, 3097, OR PHONE 712 0352,

THIS IMFORMATION CAN BE MADE AVAIL-
ABLE TO OUR ELZ COMMUNITY. PERHAPS
YOU CAN STILL REMEMBER SOME OF
GRANDMAS HOUSEKEEPING HINTS.
LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM
VOU SOOM! :

C.CVY.~

THE C.C.V. URGENTLY NFFD SOME MORE FUNDS - WILL YOU HELP?

The environmental concerng of our group, fike many olher conservalion groups around Vieloria_

henefit directl%l through the influence the Conservation Council brings to bear. Decision-makers in
Yicloria pay ailenlion’to the Council because of j's farge and varied membership, including ours.
However funding and fund-raising have nol kepl uP wilh the spiralling cosls associaled
with the successful operalion of the CCV_ It urgently needs our help.

Lastyzar the council pul the conservalion poinl-of-view in 59 submissions to Governmenl and repre
sented i's membership on 34 Government commiltees. Our support for the Conservalion Council
also he]Fs achieve some important long-lerm conservalion goals al the council's Environment Centre
in the cily. Publjc education aboutthe environmentis pursued through Greens Buoksher, throngh
it’s publicatien "Environment Vicloria®, and through the information service. Every day thé volun®
teer pragram at the Environment Cenfre places a new warker in a useful job. These workers have the
opportunily to build personal skills and quickly see that they can influence declsions aboul the en-
viropment The Environmenl Cenlire also provides seven environment groups with shared office
equipment, encouragement and experlise,

As amember of the CCV we receive the mcnllﬁﬁ publication, *Environmeny Yicloria®, which keeps
us informed of environmenta) issues and publishes delails of projecls, meelings and debales. The
CCV offers subscription rates of $20 to members of member groups, and if you are inleresled
i[ou could confact Bernie Maguire at the cenlre on 654 4833 If you would [ike furlher informa
fon, wauld like to have a look at "Environment Vicloria" or have an issue you would like raised al ihe
CE‘»", pl}g?;eﬂfgglzlree to contact me as your represenlative on the Council - Carelynn O'Brien,
phone .

IF YOU CAN HELP WITH A DONATION AT THIS TIME, PLEASE SEND THE TEAR-OFF SLIP ALONG
WITH YOUR DONATION TO - THE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF VICTORIA, THE ENYIRONMENT
CENTRE, 247 FLINDERS LANE. MELBOURNE,3000. (Cenlre enquires: phone 654 4833).

For your donalion to be tax-deductible itneeds lo be made payable to The Viclorian Natiopal Parks
Associalion with a signed request that e money ke granted to the Conservalion Gouncil of Victoria
as on the fear-off slip below.

Please find enclosed my donation of § "Tta' The Victorian Nalional Parks Association of
Ictoria.

I'prefer my donation to be granted to the Conservation Council of Victoria
Yours sincerely,

Member of Bend of 1slands Conservation Associalion

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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