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SPECIES: Wahlenbergia slricto

COMMON NAME: Toll Bluebelt

FAMILY; Componulacese ( Bluebell fomily )

A small sfender herb of one lo many slems from 30-60cm high, arising from o
fleshy perenniol roolstock. The Tlowering stems are erect, sometimes bronched,
terminaling in a single bell-shaped flower, 2-3cm across, consisling of o lube
wilh 4-5 poinled pelols. The flower is o brillionl sky biue colour, poler
exlernally, ond usually while inside the lube. In bud the flower droops,
becoming erect when the {lower opens,

The legves ore of Lhe bose of the plont ond on lhe lower port of the siems ond
are usually opposile, variably lonceolale and wavy olong their morgins, The
bosal teoves are usvolly brooder and olong wilh the lower porls of slems, ore
covered with long while hairs.

The Tall Bluebell can be propogoted by seed, cullings or division of established
plonls. 1t is quile on effeclive lundscope plont when plonled os o single clump
omengst rocks and grosses, or, if planled 30cm apord it will form a good
ground cover, The plonl is suited to o range of soils from heovy cloy, humus
rich lo sandy soils. 1t prefers and open, well drained, sunny posilion bul is
loleronl of shody, diy condilions,

The mony blue flowers which oppeor in Spring ond Summer, encovroge insecls
and consequently the birds that feed on them. Cric Henry,

Sp—



 Of Tens and Tl

The spotlight of my ottention hos focussed on
Christmos Hills tuans for nearly two years now as |
have sought to illuminote the species’ ecology ond
conservalion needs. Another summory of my
gctivities ond the resulling information would be
limely,

In 1390 | monilored four femoles as they entered
lhe questionable joy of molherhood. Although |
suspect thol mother luons ‘love” their bobies deorly,
the litter is o huge burden: quile lierally until the
youngslers ore deposited in the nursery nest ond
Lhereofler as on increosing energy drain which
forces the mother to foroge especiolly hord, This
increased effort led one female to remoin oul past
down ond she wos foken by o goshowk, However,
{hree litters were weoned and the 17 juveniles
become the bosis of my 1991 field seoson,
Survivol of the juveniles al Christmos Hills was
higher thon | expected given the frequent demise of
juveniles ot my other study sites {io foxes and
owls). Both known morlalities omong local radio-
collared youngsters were due to drowning in waler
lonks, eliminoling o frighleningly high percentoge of
the collored females (lwo of five).

My tropping during 1991 yielded several more odult
females nd o lorge number of males, Due to the
difficully of {racking moles os they move over
hundreds of heclares, | only radio—collared those
coptured on the Co-operotive this year, These
moles fulfilled their duty before their annual posi-

breeding demise, ond the femoles are currenlly
carrying young.

During the pasl yeors, BICA members have ployed on
very importent role in reveoling the ecological doto
which will provide guide-fines for conservotion in
Victorio and even nolionolly, For inslonce, the
reporls | received of eorlogged moles helped {o
define Lhe breeding movements of these wide-
ronging Cossonovas.  Behoviourol observalions from
members have oflen been more interesting than
those | goin from my hours of nocturnal wolching,
ond have clorified severol questions | have, In
porlicvlor, Louro Eoley hos been in ¢ unigue position
this year lo describe breeding season behaviour
gmong numerous tronsient males ond the three
females which frequent the Eoley house, On ¢ less
scientific note, | om currently compifing o list of the
odd foods which people have reported seeing twons
et {Tor exomple, ools, spiced vegelobles, fruit and
ficorice).

Pt

The species is thregtened throughoul Victorio ond,
olthough tuans are nol endongered (ie, imminent
extinclion), these creolures cerlainly need the help
of conservationists such as yourselves,

From o personol perspective, | hove greatly
apprecioted the responses of BICA members to my
reseorch, Your willingness 1o assist me ol every
tum and lolerote my noclturnol wondering has greotly
reduced the difficully of working with these rore
creatures. Thank you very much,

in mid—1992 | will give onother tolk to BICA
summarising the resulls of this study. In the
meantime feel Tree 1o coll me with ony queslions, |
remoin very interested in any observotions of luons
which can now be presumed to be mothers, My
intensive field work will end in Jonuary; therecfter |
will conduct sporodic reseorch on porliculorly
interesting or confusing aspecls of tuon ecology for
oboul ning months,

Todd Soderquist

L remgin conslontly impressed wilh BICA members for 33 Chorles Rood Lilydole 3140
(03) 739 6258

their acceplance of the tuan—in—the-roof
phenomenon, Your houses ore obviously preferred
nest siles ond will, by their unnolurally secure
environmen!, foster the continued heollh of the logol
tuan population.




: Eucalypts in the Bend of Islands

text: John McCallum  drawings: Andree Leffers

b Juvenile leaves rounded, grey. Trunk usually simooth to base
ceeeeeE. Tubida (Candlebark Gum)

Most of our trees are members of the Genus Eucalyptus and, although
positive identification of many eucalypts can be quite difficuit, our local
ones aren't too hard! A definile identification will need buds and/or fruits
but once you ‘learn” a tree you can identify it by sight.

A Key to our Eucalypts: Candlebark juvenile leaves
12 Trunk more or less smooth_(may have loose bark hanging from the trunk 4a Trunk clothed with fibrous bark............. goto3
or branches). Usually referred to as "gums™............... goto2 .
b Tiunk clothed with rough but not fibrous bark.............. goto6
b Trunk clothed with rough or fibrous bark. (boxes, stringybarks, jron barks, : .
peppermints)............ goto4d 5a Base of leaf markedly asymmetrical, The first Eucalypt to be described.
............. E. obliqua {Messinaie)

24 Leaf margins undulate ("wavy"), fruits top-shaped, generally grow in more
poorly-drained areas............. E. ovata (Swamp Gum)

b Leaf margins not undulate, buds and fruits in a cruciforn (cross)
arrangement ............... goto3

3a Juvenile leaves narrow, smooth. Trunk often with loose bark hanging in Messmate
ribbons.............. E.viminalis (Manna Gum)

b Base of leaf not asymmetrical, Check buds and fruits to identify
.................. E. macrorryncha (Red Stringybark)

Manna Gum  juvenile leaves buds fruit Red Stringy Bark  buds [fruit



6a Trunk clothed in rough “chaffy"” bark......cccoccenrnenne go to7

b Trunk clothed in dark, hard,deeply furrowed-bark. Large um shaped fruits
................. E. sideroxylon (Red Ironbark)

fronbark  fruits

7a Leaves wide. rounded.grey-sreen. Many flowers( buds, fruits) on stalk.
.................. E.polyanthemos (Red Box)

Red Box buds Sruit

~

b Leaves long, dark green, fruits angled, buds with flattened stem.
................... E. goniocalyx (Long Leafed Box)

Long-leaved Box buds fruit

C Leaves thin, lanceolate. Overall appearance quite delicate.......... gotod

82 Overall appearance yellowish -brown. Branches often smooth.
Check buds and fruits to identify  .oreeeeeineen. E. melliodora (Yellow Box)

Yellow Box buds fruit

b Overall appearance greyish. Leaves with many oil spots (hold up to to
light) - "mint "smell. Check buds and fruits to identify. Lots and lots of them?
................ E. radiata (Narrow-leafed Peppermint)

Narrow-leaved Peppermint buds . fruit



Toop Toles

When Todd firsl introduced us to Bonnig, | never
quessed how involved we would become. She had
decided o use our lounge cefling os her moin nest
site during breeding season. Bonnie and her babies
have since given us hours of excitement, inlerest
ond anxiely. She produced seven young; only one
wos mole,

For research purposes, Bonnie wears ¢ small collor
encosing ¢ rodio tronsmilter, A tope recorder,
placed in our lounge, below her nest, records her
movements, Eoch morning we check thol she hos
relurned sofely.

By the time the young were neorly ready to emerge
inlo the bush we hod become very fomiliar with
Bonnie's movements in ond neor the house, She
had ocquired the habil of leoving the roof about half
on hour before sunsel - rather early for o nocturnol
animol.  Pethaps she wonted to gel to the honey we
smeored on o lree before the gliders ond brushies
arrived.

Unlike mony bush animals, young tuans ore nol
carefully chaperoned by o solicitous porenl as they
leorn their own speciol brond of busherofl, Todd
alerted s fo the approximale time when the young
would begin o explore the bush and fearn lo foroge
for themselves. Being very curious, | began to sit
on the roof each night lo wilness the big evenl, We
hod by then been hearing the potier of fillle feel for
some time, os the youngslers scurried around
exploring the ceifing. Now I wus keen to see the
young tuons in gction,

ond hope for a responsive humon to do the right
thing. From my own perch on on uplurmed bucket, |
could heor 1he eoger youngsters scurrying ground
under my feel. Time ofter lime they would come o
the exil, but courage-foiled ond they'd retreat stif
unseen wilh o few exciled squeaks ond juvenile
scuffles,

¥ Several nighls and many stiff hours loler, lhe

+7 momenlous occosion grrived os one hrove young

Bonnie would open the nighl’s enlerloinment by
suddenly emerging from benealh the corrugaled iron,
into the gulter. Afler o quick glance overheod and
alt around, she'd pop up, front paws on the quiter’
rim ond corefully survey the bush, (After o close
scruting of me on the first few nights, | was ignored,
being on apparenlly immovable object.) When she
wos solisfied she'd spend o momenl or lwo perched
on the guller rim, then dorl olong o bronch leading
down 1o the honey.

Frequenlly, she hod lo woit for o kooko or two to
feave ihe branch os (his spol is the best vonlage
point for expeclont birds to watch the fridge door

£ luan leapl into the qulter only to bounce back in
;. one lightning movement. A brief flosh of grey ond

thol wos it! Three hours loler | gove up hope of
furlher brovery ond wenl down {o the lounge, Guess
whot? Two hoppy tuans ploying ond exploring, sofe
from predolors and prying eyes. One wos eggerly
scrunching o blowlly, the olher half woy up the
curtain bocking, both unseen but cleorly heord, |
froze; so did they. For o full 20 minutes we
formed an invisible {riongle of boted brealh ond
thumping hearls. Finally, one then the other dorled
up from behind {he curloin ond leapl for the sofely
of the ceiling, through o mud brick gop, speciolly
feft for our fellow residents. Clearly, I would hove
done bellter by woiling in comforl in the lounge, bul
then F'm only o poor dumb humon,

The next few nighls revealed other adventurous
luons leaping in and oul of the quller ond peeping
over {he edge. Whol o huge world it must hove
seemeqd ofter the confines of the house, While mosl
of the youngsters grodually followed mum's route
down lo the honey there were he individuols who
chose their own pathways inlo the world - leenage



luons gre npl 1 fn b
are they?
One young lody would dointily skitter past me on her
way lo the verandoh with o demure side glance gs
she possed withw ten centimelres of me, Dizzy
Dora, however, wos g volatile, theotrical type who
would wait unti' quite lole before exploding info the
quller in g freazy of excilement, leap onto the roof
ong spin oroad crozily in an excess of penl up
energy before deciding 1o roce across the roof by
the longesl, st exposed woy, disoppegring over
the gorage  How she didn't altroct the ottention of
¢ possing owl is o mystery os the mopokes gnd
powerful owls often sent chills up my spine with {heir
hounting, threslening hoots vibroting through the
bush night,
Toil End Charlie wos o very secrelive chop, He
would woil until well afler dork, {hen avoiding the
loodlight direcled on the main exil, he would quietly
“o01 05 ¢ sofl shadow ol the fur end of the roof,
dort silenlly along the borge-board top ond merge
into the dorkest oreaof the wall, descending {wo
floors of mudbrick with the use of his shorp litle
clows. Al seven young survived Lhe nelurol perils
ond predotors unlil ene thirsly femole drowned in g
lank,
The kookaburras' reluctance to go lo their roost negr
sunsel and the eogerness of some young luaps to
beqin their foraging eorly coused some gnxipus
momenls. Frequently os many as three or four
twons would be leoping impotiently in ond out of the
qutler ond stamping their forelegs in exasperation
os the kookoburras sol tight blocking the main

- unies in thol respect,
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bronen, One intrepid young luon hod on two
previous occasions darled olong to within six inches
of the closest bird and angrily stomped its forepaws
ol him. Aport from o fook of aslonishment from the
kookaburra # remgined ynmoved,

Finolly, Tire: ind I wilnessed the highligh! of the long
December ¢ -nings. One pent up young dare-devil
threw cautian lo the wind, darled across 1o g lone
kookaburra, donced ond stomped in fruslration, then
whisked underneoth the branch, olong below the
bird’s Teel then up the other side of him ond on {o
the much prized honey. The kookaburra slored in
omozed disbelief, shook his hegd wilh g loud
clocking ond lumbered off in disorray. Tim ond |
loughed herlily holf in mirth and half in relief {hol
the young scomp’s temerily paid off. The luan was
fittie more than o bile size scrop for o lorge bird.
We sincerely hoped this luan knew lhe difference
between o kookaburra ond gn owl,

It would be difficutt to find more volatile, resonrcefyl
and coplivoting cregtures than Lhese begutiful fitlle
brush lailed phascogales, Louro Edley
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JVeT A PReslde THeVewT
FEoK Mick. wolwist .. .

ide to networf
Use every letter oL write)
Every conversatior you fave
Every meeting you attend
To express your fundamental beliefs and dreams
Affirm to others tfie vision of the world you warnt
Network through thought
Network through action
Network througf love
Network through the spirit
You are the centre of anetwor%
Dow are the centre of the worfe
You are a free, irumensefy owerful source
of life and goodriess
Affirmit
Spread. it
Radiate it
Think day and night about it
And you will see o miiracle happen.:

_ the greatness of your own fife.
Inaworldo %ig powers, media, and monopolies
But o{ﬁn and a falf billion l_m:ﬁvu:ﬂn;?s7
etworking is the new freedom

the new cfemocmcy
Anew form of ﬁappinzss

by Dr. Robert Muller Assistant Secretary-Generaf for
Economic and Sociafl Services Jor The Wstited NatHons
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On Recyding Matters

The Shire of Heolesville's recycling triol storted in
early June and, ot the lime of writing, is to run
through to 26 August. The oim is to determine the
viobifity of recycling in the Shire, both in terms of
community porticipation ond quontities of moterigls
received. Healesville High School and the Shire ore
involved o5 o going project ond the lrigl
encompasses two oreos representing the urban and
rural seclors of Heolesville Shire, Sonctuary View
Eslote ond the Bend of Islonds are the areos
concerned.

Healesville High wos lo distribute recycling bags and
fleralure to oll residents by the June
commencement dote. Due lo the difficulty in finding
Bend of Islonds’ homes, as well as knowing which
were occupied ond which were nol, they failed.
Cerlain locols distribuled the bogs over the Queen's
Birlhday long weekend ond becavse some co—op
homes hod been inodverlently included by the High
School (which wos nol the originl plan) the co-op
wos olso included.

After lhree collections results are hearlening,
Approximolely 66 per cent of Bend of Islonds’
homes are pariicipaling eoch forlnight, compared 1o
holf thol omouni m Junctuory Vaew The Shire
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Engineer Lhinks lhis reflects the level of inleresl ond
alse communily communicolions in bolh aress. He
is going {o {ry lo improve the Sonctuory View
response.  We ore olso loking some sleps to lry and
hit our olready good participalion by reminder signs
ol the slore und bridge.

The recycled maleriol is currently (mid July) being
kept of the Shire depol, excepl for plastic. The
plustic 15 defivered lo RIDIT in Lilydale ond thereby
forwarded lo o recycling plont,

The gloss and aluminium will be recycled through
locol community groups to be used for fundraising,
After the trigl, il o requlor recycling operolion takes
effecl, the contractors will deliver moterial to
industry - {o poy for the service. The current Lriol
is nol o finonciol exercise; rother i is to delermine
the quontities of maleriol likely lo be recycled.
Judging from locol reaclion (ond participation) the
{rigl is well received. Most people oppreciole the
opporlunity lo recycle materioly that's part of our
ethos | guess. Also, most people note the quontily
of garboge they pul oul weekly has reduced,
Perhops o flow—on from ony regulor recycling
system wnighl be o reduction in frequency of
gorboge collection, with savings passed bock lo

rofepoyers in ¢ reduclion of the gorboge role. The
Shire Engineer lhoughl this mighl be possible if
residents supported the idea.
In general conversalion, the Shire Engineer ond |
explored other methods of collecting recyclable
moterial such as monlhly collection, or centrally
focating o bin over o weekend once per month for
residents to use. The cost of these oplions is
cerlainly less thon fortnighlly collection ond needs to
be discussed further if o recycling operation goes
ohegd,
On olher recycling motters:  Thanks 1o Tom Fisher
for orgonising Lhe poper ond cordboord pickup lole
in June. That seemed lo be well supporled and hos
polenliol to grow. | look o troilor lood of poper ond
cordboard to APM in September and a volunleer is
needed for g collection in December,
Residenls may like {o lake their own paper and
cordboard for recycling, You con drop it in o
speciol shute ol APM Fairfield ol ony lime, More
conveniently, there is now on APM bin beside lhe
scout bollle collection point in Eftham, just opposile
Judge Book Villoge,

Peter Gurney

712 0408




Bronze-winq 'Piqa;;ns |

There are two species of pigeons indigenous to the FLZ - the Common
Bronzewing (Phas cholcoplera) ond the rarer Brush Bronzewing (Phops
elegons). They ore plump, smoli-headed, shy birds, cryplically colpured,
usually found singly or in pairs, which spend much time on the ground feeding
in the shode or semi-shode of trees. They eol seeds, berries und occosionglly
inverlebrates. When flushed they rise wilh o clollering of wings, which is oflen
the first sign of their presence, ond fly low, direclly and swiflly, rorely above
tree heighl. Bolh species have o monotonous ‘oom’ call which is suggestive
of o cow lowing, bul is higher—pilched in the Brush Bronzewing.

The nesl is o sparse saucer of slicks in o tree or shrub and they loy two while
eqgs. The Brush Bronzewing occasionolly nesls on the ground under g bush,
moking il easy prey for cats.

Common Bronzewing

Description:  305-355mm.  Aboul the size of  feral pigeon, ligh! brown
scoloped on the bock, extensive bronze on the wings, underparis dull pinkish,
the male’s forehead is oronge-buff and it s throal pale, it has o conspicuous
while slripe curving from Lhe bill, under the eye. The female is generolly duller
{han the male,

Brush Bronzewing

Description:  280-300mm. It isamuch browner, pluiner bird on the upper
ports. It has rich chocolote-brown on the shoulders, sides of the neck, {hrogl
polch and eye-slripe. 1L s forehead is buff-grey, with o while stripe under lhe ==
eve. Il hos blue-grey underparls ond lhe bronze fealhers on Lhe wings ore
inore neotly marked info two rows thon those of the Common Bronzewing, The 3
femole 15 olso duller thon the maole. Bolh species con be readily found in the

ELZ - but con be difficull to distinguish. N A

If you ore interested in joining others in gdmiring the birdlife of the ELZ, come %
along to the monlhly bird walks. e
They will be held on 10 November, 8 om

8 December, 8 om 12 Jonvory, 7.30 am

Meel ot the Henley Rood fonk neor Cotoni Biva, Robyn Duff




Specis) Gardons

A long lime ago, well over sixly years il was, there were lwo speciol gordens
not for from here. One was the fairly formal one which wropped ilsell oll
ground Grondmao Oxley's house ond the olher wos o rother lorge orchord ond
vegetable gorden down near Claire Wotson's, Bolh these hod very speciol
ottroclions for us kids for different reosons ond 1 is of those times I will lry
lo remember,

Right ot the oulsel T hove to soy that the house gorden would definilely nol
have possed environmental rules up here today. | suspect there were foo
many foreigners growing in i, bul os Grondma was one of those people forever
poking bils and pieces from who knows where
into the ground 1 expect it grew like Topsy, One
thing which would have been 0K by loday's
stondords though wos thol il wos most
assuredly orgonic.  The only ferfiliser these
qordens ever Tell wos omimol and cheok
mangre ond for insecl pesls there wos the
trusly old woshing up waler flung from on
enomel bucket, (1 wos once cought by one pf
those,)

The fronl of the gorden, which faced north, wos
divided into long, formel roised beds, the
principal plants of which were bush and
standord roses, 1 wish 1 could remember the
nomes of them, for all thot is left of them
now 13 the old rool slock ond thol looks os

S

for ploying chosey, well it wos fike running gbout in 0 moze,

I one comer along the eoslem side wos o smolt greenhouse. This wos mode
of neolly woven kunzio ond contained shelves of orchids, ferns and begonios.
There was a lime when | wos fiddling oround with some of the pots and
accidently dropped on orchid plonl ond broke the pol. History hosn'l recorded
whether f wos sprung about thal. | don'l remember, Knowing Grandmo she
would hove been nice oboul it anywoy.

Round the other side of the house were {he more mundane areos for living up
there, The loundry for instonce. This wos o golvo shed with o wood copper
ond troughs in il.  Of course, the furry wooden copper slick lo poke the

clothes with ong the old heavy wringer to mongle the woshing into the rinsing

though it will lost forever, However, the roses
weren'l the moin oltroction for us, Becouse

the poths were smoolh we hod the only ploces
up here to ride o tlle tricycle eosily; and os

Y
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lub were there. Oh, und don'l forgel the blue bog for the whites, the lovely
slippery gooey starch mixture and lhe washboard. God knows how long the
clothes lpsted with this treatment, Down under o bench in lhere wos o boskel
which wos supposed to hold the dirty clothes. More often then not a cot
produced killens here and used this spot as o permanent lobour word, You
con hove no ideo how many limes these days as | om oboul to starl my
wgshing mochine my mind goes back to poor old Grandmo on o hol north wind
Mondoy, stoving awoy in thal loundry.

Neor the loundry wos ¢ tonk gbsolulely smolhered with ¢ Lady Hilingdon
climbing rose, This was so beoutiful and so prolific. It wos the colour of
contoloupe ond the smell.... )t flopped over the lonk and Lhen {railed ground
and tried 1o get into the window of that buck verandah room I recently lold
you obout. | suspect il wos drinking up lhe woste woler from the loundry ond
loving every bil of 1. Once the woter from this tank tosted funny ond we oll

gol sick. Yes, the unmentiongble hod hoppened. A possum had drowned in il b

o&&

and wosn't found unbil 1t was too lole.

Al Lhe bock of 1he house wos o huge strowberry bed. The plonis were
mulched wilh stable manure and walered with buckets, and when i was the
season, picking Lhem wos he only job we would do willingly.

We hod o Jersey cow then and her creom wos something else. The creom wos
lhal clotied sort and wos produced by boiling up the milk and legving it lo sel
overnight,

Neor the bock gole which leod lo the dunny, wos o huge olmond lree. The
myslery wos thal it produced o massive crop of olmends eoch yeor ond the
porrots didnl gel them ofl. Nol like todoy. A lot of these trees and plonts
thrived | suspect because of lhe drainage system oround the house. Nol quile

05 %ophlahcoied o5 our tronspirotion beds, bul on early prolotype. One lhm ,J )

my cousin Bob ond 1 often gol inte {rouble for was digging oround these
drains for worms, We were forever fishing ond the drains were veriloble worm

forms, We used {o leove Lhe greg neor the back door looking like the Somme,
Never had the lime or the brains o clear up and hide the evidence!

Another bil of gourmel pickings were rospberry cones which grew olf oround
the back fences. | have o dim memory of birds geing for those in a big woy
though.

| realise now Lhot I've Loken up too much time wilh Lhis gorden, so perhops |

con leave the other one for laler on, The old bones of Grandma’s gorden ore
otill there to see ond | oflen pay o visil just o see how things are going. Tm
5o pleosed Mr Abrohoms seems to just wont thol oreo left glone.

Sheila Dixon
\d\ DU]
:m \\\%\ llf?mg/ JOIN THE BIRDWALK
Q\ & 8.30 AM. SECOND SUNDAY
W@ [j EACII MONTH AT IHENLEY TANK
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Compmity Nows
Christmas lills Rural Fire brigade

Like most people, you are probably looking forward to the wormer weather, but,
0s ever, spring olso means thol it's time to think gbout preparing your family,
your house and your immediale surroundings so you ore as safe as possible
during the summer fire segson, The lost couple of summers hove been
unusually mild, bul EVERY yeor there are of Jeast a few doys when the
likelihood of having o fire in our grea is exlremely high, Keep o fook-oul for
smoke, 0s well os for people acling suspiciously, and report # quickly. Three
of the fires the Brigode ollended this yeor during summer were suspecled of
being deliberotely lit! So be aledl and don’t leave your preparotions {o the lost
minule; some things can be done now.

However, there is slill o bil of winler lefl and thet also meons there is the

chonce of chimney ond house fires, Be coreful with open fires, os they con
ond do start house fires. So for during Lhis winter the Brigade has aliended
one serious house fire, and four cor fire/accidents. We don't wonl our next

lumn-oul to be you,

Il yov would like more informolion regording fire prevention meosures, or hove
lhe {ime ond enthusiosm lo join the Brigode, contact one of the Officers, or
come clong lo troining - every Sundoy belween 8.306m gnd 12 noon,

CAPTAIN

LIEUTENANT
LIEUTENANT
LIEUTENANT
LIEUTENANT
SECRETARY

Dave Herd

Fred Kober
John McCollum
Jeph Neale
Dignne Simmons
Robyn Adoms

730 1429
730 1576
712 0319
712 0458
730 1761
730 1761

Robyn Adoms

Friends of Warrandyte Sinte Park

|

On o very wet Sunday morning in June o group of locels met ol the tank wilh
the Friends of Worrondyle Slote Pork for o visil {o the co—op and Bend of
Islonds. After leaving cors near A lrack we mel Tim Eoley and walked along .
the track 1o Anne ond Tony's house. In o cosy almosphere (out of the roin)
Tim told us the history of the co-op, ils selting up and problems encountered
during this period. He onswered queslions on its structure ond lold us
omusing onecdoles relating lo the eorly doys. Then Tim led us on o cross
counlry wolk {o B trock. Afler going down qullies, cross creeks ond up hills we
had o good oppreciation of whot o lovely notural areo this is.  Unforlunately
we were loo early for lhe wild flowers, We wolked bock olong B track to Tim
ond laure's house where we woke some visitors still sleeping off the effecls of
the solstice porly the previous doy. We returned by cor o our place where we
had lunch and everyone had o chance to dry off in front of the healer. |
decided lo skip the longer wotk plonned for the oflemoon in favour of a shorl
walk down lo the river followed by o drive to Mick and Margorel's place for o
lovely afternoon teo ond chol. The doy was enjoyed by everyone in spite of
the weather conditions. | would like to thank oll who helped, especially Tim,

Mick, Morgorel, Anne ond Tony,
For Turther details conluct:

Morie Krouse
712 0498
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Community News cont'd

Frierds of the Christmes Jilk Fire. Brigade

Hope you oil enjoyed the Friends’ evening ot the Elthom Little Theotre's
production in mid—Seplember to help roise some funds for our local
brigade. The next fund roiser, ond forum lo hove some neighbourly sociol
reporlee, will be ol the South End fire slation on Melbourne Cup day from
oround 12,30pm -~ BYD chompers ond chook, or wholever, plus, most
importantly, some cash to join in the Cup Sweep und the amazing Skills
Auction. You will, of course, already hove offered o personal skiff to be
inscribed on o certificate which is then ouctioned to the highes! bidder,
Negotiotions toke place belween buyer ond ski-offerer os to delivery of
soid skifl, bul lhe cosh roised goes streight to the brigade. These Friends
ore full of ideos, ond communily Christmas corolling on Sunday, 22
December, again ot the South End fire slotion, from 6 pm wilh o BYD
BBQ/picnic followed by singing ond ploying extroordingire will undoubtedly
rivol the Myer Music Bowl professionals for verve, excitement, poignoncy,
ond jusl jolly good fun — so pleose be there wilh your fomily ond invile
heaps of friends too — the more the definilely merrier!

More info? Plegse coll Sheila Dizon 712 0542 or Louro Ealey 712 0347,

Calebrating the Seasons

The haunling sound of o lule, a glowing fire, equally glowing companions,
the soft hum of conviviolity ond o fontostic bush sunset: thol's how the
shorlest day this yeor wilt be remembered by me. Tim and Loura Ealey
once ggomn opened Lheir home ond Lheir hearls to, it seems, most of

Melbourne and especially their neighbours, for the Winter Solstice. Nothing ‘

much else to soy, except thonks...

Borb W.

BICA. Commilice

The Commillee would ke to remind oll members thal we are here lo heor
YOU. Each Coramittee Meeting, usually held on the first Fridoy of the
month (Februory to December) of 8 pm rolating through commiltee

members’ homes, is open {o each and every member lo atlend should
they feel o pressing need.

Otherwise, if you have a burning issue or wont to osk a question or pul
forword on ideo, conlaoct any of 1he commiftee members lisled on Lhe
BICA calendar received earlier this yeor and osk them 1o put your item on
the vgendo, By the way, any members whose 1991 subscription hos
slipped their mind, please contact Chris Steed 712 0558 or Alan Blubm
712 0532 who'll be most keen to bring your membership right up-to-
dote.

ANSWER TO BIRD QUIZ, (o e rewseres
Z CENTRAL ATRALIA

2N

Dpiaanoos Opon Tt

Guess who goofed? Yep, this fisf wos just meont o be with thot truly
informotive orlicle by John McCollum last time around, Whot to Plonl
Where? however, Borb didnt add up the poges ond il wos left oul, |
could have pretended thot it wos beller to hove it spring, but you ol
would hove seen through thot onel I'f go for the good old odoge, betier
lote thar never - oh, and good plonting!




EARGE TREES

Allocasuarina littoralis
Bucalyptus macrorchyncha
Eucalyptus obliqua
Eucalyptus viminalis
Eucalyptus rubida
Eucalyptus sideroxylon
Eucalyptus radiata
Bucalyptus dives
Eucalyptus ovata
Eucalyptus goniocalyx
Eucalyptus mellicdora
Eucalyptus polyanthemos
Exccarpus cupressiformis -

SMALL TREES

Prostanthera lasianthos
Banksia marginata
Rapanea howittiana
Acacia melanoxylon
Acacia mearnsii

Acacia dealbata

Acacla pycnantha

Acacla implexa
Pamaderris aspera

(> o memmes)

(<o rEEES)

Black She-oak

Red Stringybark
Messmate

Manna Gum

Candlebark

Red Ironbark

Narruer Leaf Peppermint
Broad Leaf Peppemmint
Swanp Gum

Long Leaf Box

Yellow Box

Red Box

Cherry Ballart

LY

\

Silver Banksia ~
Mut ton-vood

Blackwood

Late Black Wattle
Silver Wattle

Golden Wattle

Lightwood

Hazel Pomaderris

TALY, SHRUBS (7 2 M¢
e ( o/
Grevillea rosmarinifolia
Lamatia myricoides
Bursaria spinosa

. Acacia apmata

Acacia verticillata
Acacla mucronata

Acacia genistifolia
Acacia stricta

Daviesia virgata
Daviegia mimoscoides
Daviesia wyattiana
Goodia lotifolia
Indigofera australis
Olearia lirata
Panaderris racemosa
Panaderris vacciniifolia
Foamaderris prunifolia
Pavaderris ferruginea
Gynatrix pulchella
Hymenanthera dentata
Leptospermum phylicoides
Leptospermum lanigerum
Leptospenmn obovatum
Leptospernmun juiperinitmn
Callistemon paludosus
Melaleuca ericifolia
Solanum laciniatun
Cassinia aculeata-
Cassinia longifolia
Cassinia arcuata

. Helichrysum dendroidum /' -
) Sen_ecio linearifaolius

Victorlan Christmas Bush

T\

‘e5) |

Roseary Grevillea (Hursthridge
River Lamatia Form anly)
Sweet Bursaria
Hedge Wattle
Prickly Moses
Narrow Leaf Wattle
Spreading Wattle
Hop Wattle
Slender Bitker-pea
Narrcw-leaf Bitter-pea
Long-leaf Bitter-pea
Golden-tip
Austral Indigo
Snowy Dalsy-bush
Slender Pamaderris
Round-leaf Pomaderris
Plun-leaf Puvaderris
Rusty Panaderris
Hewp~bush
Tree Violet
Burgan
Woolly Tea-tree
River Tea-tree
Prickly 'fea~tree
River Bottlebrush
Swamp Paperbark
Kangaroo Apple
Cammon Cassinia, Dogwood
shiny Cassinia
Drooping Cassinia
Tree Everlasting - \u
Fireweed Groundsel
i
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Acacla aculeatissima
Acacla acinacea
Gapholobitm tuegellid
Pultenaea gunnii
Dillwynia retorta
Dillwynia cinerascens
Bosgiaea prostrata
Plmelia pauciflora
Pimelia humilis
Pimelia 1linifolia
Epacris impressa
Astroloma huani Fusim
Teucopogon virgatus
Leucopogon ericoides
Acrotriche serrulata
Correa reflexa
Acaena anserinifolia
Tetratheca ciliata
Coprosma quadrifida

GRASSES, SEDGES, TUFTING PLANIS

Poa labillardierj

Poa moorosid

Poa sieberana
Hicrolaena stipoides
Danthonia pallida
Xanthorroea minor
Themeda australis
Lanandra longtfolia
Lomandra filifomis
Stipa semibarbata
Lepidospenma laterale
Juncus australis
Galmia radula N
Phragnites commmnis
Dianella revoluta

Spreading Wattle
Gold Dust Wattle
Camon Hedge-pea
Golden Bush-pea
Small-leaf Parrot-pea
Grey Parrot-pea
Creeping bosgiaea
Poison Rice-flower
Camnon Rice-flower
Slender Rice-flower
Camnon Heath
Cranberry feath
Conmon Beard-heath
Pink Beard-heath
Honey Pots

Caunon Correa

Bidgee Widgee

Pink Pells

Prickly currant-tush

Tussock Grass

Tussock Grass

Tussock Grass

Weeping Grass

Sivertop Wallaby Grass
fiatll Grass -tree
Kangaroo Grass
Spiny-headed Mat-rush
Wattle Mat-rush
¥ibrous Spear-grass
Variable Sword-sedge
Austral Rush

Thatch Saw-sedge
Cottron Reed
Black-anther Flax-1i ly

CREEVEIS, CLIMBERS

Kennedia prostr. A
Billardiera scandens
Glycine clandestine
Hardenbergia violacea
Clematis microphylla
Clematis aristata
Pandorea pandorana
Carespera volubile
Cassytha pubescens
Platylobium formosian

HERBS (2 ) AEiee)) .

Wahlenbergia graciienta
Wahlenbergia quadrifida
Wahlenbergia stricta _
Dichopogon stictus
Anguillaria dioica
Plantago aquatica
Brunonia australis
Stylidium graminifoliwum
Senecio minims
Senecio glameratus
Senecio hispidulus
Senecio quadridentatus
Gratiola peruviana
Mnguillaria diocica
Glossodia major
Caladenja carnea
Caladenia caerulea
Caladenia angustata
Pterostylis obtusa
Pterostylis nutans
Ptercstylis langifolia
Diuris maculata
Eriochilus cucullatus
Triglochin procera
Helichrysum scorpioides
Helipterun albicans
Blechnun nudum
Blechnum minus

Miantum aethiopicum

,Viola hederacea

Bichondra repens
Pteridiun esculentun
Cotwocarpus tetragyna
Amyena mdogual bif

Running Fostman "
Conunon Apple-berry .
Twining glycine v
Purple Coral-pea
Small-leaved Clematis
Clematis

Wonga-vine

Love Creeper

Doy Dodder-laurel

. Handsane Flat-pea

Anpual Bluebell
Sprawling Bluebell
Tall Biuebell
Chocolate Lily
Early Hancy

Tufted Plantain
Blue Pincushion
Grass Trigger-plant
Shrubby Fireveed

T Annual Fireweed

Rough Fireteed

Cotton Fireweed

Austral Brook!lime

Early Hancy

Wax-1ip Orchid

Pink Fingers

Blue Ccaladenia

tusk Caladenia
Blunt-tongued Greenhood Orchid
Hodding Greenhood Orchid
Tall Greenhood Orchid
Leopard Orchid

Parsons Bards

Water Ribbon

Button Everlasting
Hoary Sunray

Fishbone Fern

. Soft Water-fern

Canmnon Maidenbair
Native violet
Kidney-teed
Austral Bracker)
Creeping Rasprort
Bax Mistletoe
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Environmaptal Issves Alonq fha Yarra

The following is on extrocl of Tim Eoley's oddress lo
MMBW regarding the Yarra River and ils environment
in April this yeor;

INTRODUCTION

“In he first issue of Tirrg Lirro, June Delbridge
recounts the foscinaling myth of {he Wurungjeri {ribe
who were the origingl setllers of the Yorro River
bosin;

"Some of the {ribe's hunling grounds were covered
by the Greot Waler, Moorool. One man, Mo-yarra
tried lo cut o chonnel lo Westernporl to droin it
away. However, he only succeeded in creoling the
Koo-wee-rup swomps where he finally fived.

Loler, another headman, Bar-wool cul o chonnel up
the valley wilh his slone oxe, bul wos slopped by
Bow Bow, the mountain. Going northwords, he wos
slopped by Donna Buorg ond his brothers, so he
wenl westwords ond cut through the hills to Wor-
an—dyle. There he mel Yon-yon who wos culling o
chonnel for the Plenty River in order to droin Morang
where he lived.

They joined forces and the waters of Mooroo! ond
Morang become Moo-roo-bork. They conlinued ond
regched the Heidelberg—Templestowe flols colled
Worringol or Dingo jump up ond there they resled
for a time. Then Bar-wood and Yon- yon wore oul
mony more slone axes culling g norrow twisling
trock through the hord ground belween Darebin and
Merri Creeks to Port Phillp. The waters of
Mootool and ”\or‘an\c} rushed out.  The

:'-';‘ )fw\ ?"‘ *
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flooded part of the Wurund;en counry was freed of
woler bl now Porl Phillip wos inundated.”

The while mon come with Lools much belter than
slone oxes ond buill gnother Moorool, ogoin flooding
the hunting grounds of the Wurrundjeri. They colled
it the Upper Yorrg Dam,

With his "tools belter than stones uxes", the white
mon has wroughl incredible chonges lo the Yorrg
River; tunnelled through o bed ol Worrandyte,
stroightened the river negr the Botonic Gordens
where Lhe by-possed bend remains s ponds, ond
buill other doms, These doms store woter ond
miligale the floods which were exucerboled by
wholesole cleoring for agricultyre, The eorly floods
widened the river in some ploces ond sifted it vp in
others. Mud hgs come from ogriculture, forestry
ond rood maoking.

Everylhing ultimglely ends up in the Yarro. Humon
wostes from unsewered sefllements, phospholes
from sewoge treetment plonts, o voriety of foclory

effluents ofl polluled the river, Industries such as
APM even recently had Lo purify the river before they
could use L. The Yorro, its colchment ond environs
hove been changed droslicolly and mostly
irreversibly,

WETLANDS

The wellonds of Viclorio hove been very bodly
depleted. Mostly they were droined for formland,
Some gregs were saved by the lobbying of the duck
shoolers fong before conservationists realised Lheir
imporfonce. Becouse of waler sloroges on Ihe
Yarre ond {ribularies, the average river flow is about
50 per cenl of whal it used lo be. There ore flood
regime changes ond less wellonds avoilable for bird
hobital much of which has been cleored for
farmland anywoy.

Some fifly wellond oreos are being developed by the
Parks Branch, rubbish ond fill is being removed and
appropriote vegelation plonted. Wellonds gre
copable of gbsorbing nutrienls and even of bregking
down loxic subslonces like pesticides. Some are
being stocked with freshwater mussels for this very
purpose. If the wellond hod been developed on
Pound Bend the recenl Worrandyte fire would nol
have jumped Lhe river,

Only nine billsbongs are in the pork system. There
ore problems with one of the best, the Borryule
Bilisbong. Holf is owned by the MMBW and hall by
the Heideberg Council, The Heriloge group wonls
the areg lo resemble the paintings of Tom Roberls,
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Although this idea hos some meril, it runs counter
lo proper ecologicol management. The group wonts
lo encouroge noxious weeds such os gorse,
hawlhorn ond boxthorn which park managers ore
lrying to remove from the rest of the park ond they
wanl the orea grazed to the edge of the billabong,
Such is the conflict of inlerests wilhin the pork.
There are o number of billshongs oultside the park
north of Mt Lofty. Before the big fire in 1866 {he
leo {ree there was described os being 40 11 hight!
After the fire, the oreo wos “given over lo growing
groin, hoy, root crops and grapes in abundance.”
The area is now used for grozing when it is not
flooded. These billsbongs could easily be developed
into o spectaculor woler bird sancluory thol would
rivat the famous Coolort lourist oltroction ond
complement Heolesville Sonclvary, Perhops the
upstreom group could be finked with the Spadonis

Reserve, Here is ¢ greot opportunity thol should be i

foken up by government and/or privale enlerprise
ofler proper orrongements are mode with the lond
owners,”

[N ¥ . ‘
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During the month of November, the “Kongorop"

Seulploral Awards and Exhibilion will lake place.

Peter gnd Mory Bums remind us thel the locol
communily is welcome lo view.

EHM. (Tim) Eoley #g%

!
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Woundain Visses Nowspaper

B Thonks to Stewart and Sue Whilfin of our one ong
B only Kangoroo Ground Generol Store, we don't hove

lo miss oul on heoring obout Heolesville Shire news

"~ .- ond views, Recenlly, the Mounloin Views newspaper

began charging 40¢ per copy but Stewort and Sue
solved this by hoving il delivered for us 1o buy.

Now, This didnl lost long and the News is free
ogoin, HOWEVER, [T SEEMS THERE IS NOT MUCH
INTEREST AT THE STORE AND 1T MAY BE THAT WE WILL

== HAVE TO COLLECT QUR COPIES IN YARRA GLEN,

Whalever you think of the views, layout or general
feel of the News, it is our local poper ond off the

i Council news, plonning and communily issues are

mside, Grob o copy ot the Store and moke it seem
worthwhile for the Wonderful Whiffins!
Thanks Slew ond Sue!

XSERORGET THE TURKEVSS
HICA® INVITES YOU TO EWJOY=
VEGETARIAN ~
INDIAY BRUNCE
(EAT-ALL-YOU-CAY)
AT:

HAVELI

32 TUNSTALL SOUARSE
DONCASTER EAST

YO0 SUNDAY 8 DECEARER
TICKETS:$19.50 EACH (@YD)
BARD WHITER: 712 4532 -




Todd Soderguist found this report in on
overseos wildlife mogozine ond thought
we'd be inlerested:

"Some birds, such as bee—eoters and
Florida scrub joys, ore "co~operolive
breeders’ ~ individuols stoy with their
porents and help look ofter younger
brothers and sisters inslead of going
off 1o slorl o fomily themselves,
Helpers con be vilal, Auslralion white—
winged choughs, for exomple, connol
supporl even g single youngster
through its first winter unless there are
ol leasl seven birds in the group
helping to feed &, The choughs’ need
for helpers is so greot, apporently, thet
they will even roid other groups and
kidnap youngslers thol have recently

~ Chicknapped!

left the nesl {Animol Behoviour, vol 41,
pp 1097-1100).

Groups of choughs ore very aggressive
towords eoch other when hey meet.
They have o fierce display in which
they wave lheir white-lipped wings, fan
their Lails, engorge their brilliont red
eyes with blood ond call noisily to each
olher. One group evenluolly choses
off the other. During four such
bottles, Dr Robert Hemnsohn, of the
Australion Nolional Universily, Canberra,
sow recently fledged choughs leoving
their own groups ond joining others,

In one instonce, three helpers from
one group of fifteen enliced a fledgling
oway from ¢ group of four, and in
onother, o helper chosed o fledgling
oway from ils porenigl group. In ten

other coses, Dr Heinsohn discovered
thol young choughs had disoppeared
from their own groups ond turned vp
in olhers,

1 moy have been thol some choughs
- too young {o recognise Lheir own
siblings ond porenls - transferred into
new groups because they became
confused when two broods mingled.
But il is olmost olwoys the lorger
group which goins new numbers, by,
presumably, sheer force of numbers,
Of 14 kidnapped birds, three ‘escoped’
and returned to their own groups, while
the remoinder stoyed on with their
coplors. These youngslers were well
looked ofter, receiving food from most
of the birds in their new group. Those
that survived until the nex! breeding

seoson ended up helping {o bring food
lo their kidnappers' own offspring.
The kidnoppers gain exlro mouths lo
feed when they ioke on fledglings, ond
s0, presumgbly, the help they get in
recring fulure broods offsels the cost
of looking ofter new recruits, And it
also makes good sense for young
helpers to hove lots of ‘friends’. A
group of choughs stoys together unt
the leading mole dies ond then i
breaks up inlo smaller groups of four
or more, allowing some of the younger
birds to breed. Becouse lorger groups
breed more successfully, helpers with
many allies are more likely to do well
They olso ovoid the problems of
inbreeding with elosely related birds.
(Angela Turner)
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