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Whal Ndtive's Flowering?

ACACIA GENISTIFOLIA

Used to be called Scacia diffusa. Common name is Spreadling Wattle.

A small spindly shrub 1 to 1.5 metres high. The thorn-like leaves are
not true leaves but are called phyllodes which function like leaves.
The nhyllcde 1is the leaf stalk of the feathery seedling leaf which has
flattened to form a narrow stiff pointed spine with a raised central
nerve. The phyllodes are 2 to 5 c.m. long and are wide apart alcng the
stem so as to give this irregular-branched shrub an open appearance,

The flowers are pale Yellow balls which appear in winter to spring.
The flower heads are on short stems in twcs and threes and come from the
axil 1.e., the angle formed by the leaf in relation to the stem. Flowers -

at an eerly sage. Occurs naturally in our Box and Stringybark forest and found alongJ
roadsides. Prefers gcod drelnage, in an open and dry situaticn.

Bushwalks

On Sunday mornings, & number of women in the area meet at 9 a.m.,
and go for & ramble through the bush. Children often gc too, They
end with a2 cup of tea, and are as much a social gathering as
-exerelse, taken through beautiful surroundings and a chance to
appreciate so much more of our bushland., We welcome new walkers
and to find out the venue for the week's walk, contact Cric

jylgo 251) or Jenny (2120 355) or Eilish (7120 435).
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- Plants use energy from the sun and oxygen and carbon dioxide from the air.
Animals and bacteria produce nitrates, the concentration of which can

Environmerfal Living Zore in a Nulshell

"Can native bushland support a low density human population without
being grossly altered or disturbed?"

In the mid 1960°'s local residents of the Bend of Islands held a public meeting and discussed Just that!
The Bend cf Islands Ccnservation Assoclation was born and out of this group arcse the initial ideas :
and plans fer both the Environmental Living Zone and the Round the Bend Ccrservation Co~cperative,

“mich later, in 1974, this same question stimulated the interest of other ccnservationists, olanners,
pollticians and residents at an Australian Conservaticn Foundaticn Symocsium and "Residential
Conservation” was reccgnized as an answer! '

The Bend of Islands, a distinctive area with largely intact native

ecosystems, end threatened by urban expansion, was chosen for the first
ever experiment under this type of planning with the new name of .
"Environmental Living". The M.M.B.W., Ministries for Planning and
Conservation, the Shire of Healesvllle, the Upper Yarra Valley and
Dendenong Ranges Authority and local residents have all been keenly
invelved 1n the drafting of the Environmental Living Zone conditions
which are lncorporated in the Shire's new Interim Development Order.

This I.D.0 (simlliar to a Planning Scheme) 1s currently golng through r_L e
the planning processes.

The Environmental Living Zone 18 a bold new direction in plenning and

has attracted world interest both for its innovative nature and for 1its
potential as a planning scheme for all sorts of groups or communities -
with a common interest.

E]:cﬂ y:

Any secticn of bushland is an ecosystem. In 1t, vegetation, animals and
features interact with each other and are influenced by the weather.

significantly affect the growth of certain plants. As the system is in

e balanced stete, only limited disturbances can be tolerated without
causing seriocus changes to that balance. For example, removal of limited
quantlities of trees or animals, or the growing of certain crops, fall
into this category of "disturbance®,
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Ecclo g4 Cont:

Land-Uge Reiminla
EELZ R%ﬁtdtlbﬂ%:

The Eend ¢f Islands is a distinctive ecosystem of natural bushiend which
128 remained in 1ts native state desplite its proximity to the city.

Thie equeduct to the north, Watson’s Creek to the west, and the Yarra to
the socuth, fcrm a moat with oniy a single road in end cutv. Tuls defence
system has restricted siucocters, dcgs, cats and weeds end other
Geleterious influences. The soll is deficient in nitrates and phosphates
in which the native flora flourishes and thus dcminates over foreign
piants. Hcwever, careless disposal cof nutrient-=rich effliuent would

alter this,

It is vital that this area remasin in 1lts present state ags it is the last
substantial red box forest close tc Melbourne. It has abundeant kangarcos,
wallebies, tuans, gliders, possums, wonbats and meny native birds. Their
survival is dependent upon the ecclogical balance in the arec being
nalntalined. As scme of the birds are ground-nesting and many cf the
young anitals very defenceless, 1t is essential that dogs end cats should
noet ke allowed to recam in the area. Excreta from cattle a2nd horses (and
hurans) contains nitrates which would help non-indigencus plants to
become estabtliched and eventuslly dcomirant, thus destroylng hetitats

fer fleora znd feuna.

To achlieve this ecclcogical objective and to ensure that the visual beauty
cf the area is nct spoiled, the E.L.Z. provisicns ineclude the fcllowlng: -

* Restrictions are placed on what the land ecz2n be used for end
énc%ude probibitiocn of the keeping of dcgs, cats, herses and
~donkeys.

® The only livestcck which may be kept are those eble to be
penuned in e limited area (500 sq. metres).

Kitchen gardems may be of limited size only (1000 sg.metres).

® Houses must be sited and constructed so &s to visually blend
wlth the environment whilst not interfering unduly with the
eccsysten. The colcur of houses is controlled to the extent
that external cladding end roofs must be of muted tonings and
blend with surroundings.

* Consideration of the fire hazard in the area including the
regquirenent to ccntrol grcund debris which provides fire fuel.

* Centrols upcn the treatrment of sullage end septic effluent with
enchasis on its impect on the envircnment.

3,




ey

£y o

S i

4. If, however, resildents were using the land fnr any of the above
ways {contrary to the above requlrements) before the provlsionﬁ were
introduced, they may continue to do so, under an “"exlsting use

provision.

These are just some of the provisions. For full detalls pleaze look atb

the Shire of Healesville's new I.D.0., at the ELZ sectlon, pages 52 %o 57. '¥5Vkﬂ
| | Residenl Regponsibuilies:

As 1in any community, residents do have responsibilities. Residents ‘

living in the area should constantly examine thelr own personal objectives

in terms of thelr affect upon the ecosystem! If, for instance, residents

wish to attract honeyeaters by growing grevilleas or other Auspralisan

nativeg, then thought should be given as to whebther these could spread.

Perhaps to avold this it is safer to plant only species native to the

Yarra Valley. Hesldents should also be aware that Pine trees drastically

alter the ecosystem. They spread quickly and prevent the growth of

indigenous gpecies., The birds and animals which obtain food and shelter

fromn the bush, find nelther in Pine trees. Thus pines reduce theilr
habitats anq in turn Fthe balance of nature is aliered,

Sl ' _ _
N2

_;.N{\\ v We should be constantly alert and
N eradicate noxious weeds and check

NS our effluent disposal systems %o
RASNY - ensure they are not seeplng.

Hesldents should reduce ground fuel
(forest 1litter) by raking, composting
and cool burning, thereby reducing
the risk of serious fires.
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Each of us should ensure that our homez blend with the anvironment?

Remenbering that whatever we do, might affect someone else., For instance
a shiny roof protruding out of the foregs sould ruin anobher resident's |
“.bughland view,

.

So that our native animals and birds
can live free from harrassment and
death we should ensure that our dogs

and cats are not free to roanm.

Only in these ways will the area remain natural and residential occupancy
of 1% be Jjustified, It could even be beneflecial to the area %o have
"residents, provided thelr actions are in ngmppy ﬁ;th phe_ecosystem,
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The Rend of Islands Conservation Association has a membership of 150 and
an elected committee of 12, It is active in fostering care of and concern
for the local environment. Conservation forms a bond between residents
whose other interests may be quite different. Out of mutual interest
other community actlvities have developed, including a renewed
participation in the local fire brigade, a food co=-operative ilnvolving
30 households, a toddlers play group, & baby-sitting club and running,
walking and yoga groups, Currently being explored, is the possibllity
of community transport. o =

The future of the Bend of Islandg is dependent on what happens within the
Environmental Living Zone and also by what ceccurs in surrounding areas,
Tmmediately adjacent areas should have complementary regulations %o act
as buffer zones, The zone itself should be extended %o 1lts natural
physiographic boundaries rather thau be defined by arbitrary lines on maps.
For instance, run-off water from adjacent land in Henley Road at Jatson's
Creek outside the zone, flows into it. Therefore, 1%t is sensible that
provision be made for run-off to Dbe controlled by ELZ-type conditlions.
Flora and faune do not understand boundaries drawn on maps butbt are to
varying extents contalned by physiographic boundaries,

Residents of the Environmental ILiving Zone nmust be ever-wabtchful over the
activities of serviece bodies such as the SEC, Telecom, the C.R.B., and
Shire road-makers, to ensure that their work is carried oub sensitively.
They must be aware cf sub=divisicn provosals and planning changes which
might jeopardize the area, For example, the detalils of the planaipng of

a sub-division paking olace on the Lilydale side of the Yarra, is being
influenced both by the possible visual affect upon the area and
environmentel factors relating Lo the river litselfl,

The Environmental Living Zone provisions under the Interim Development 5\
Order are there to safeguard our arza but even so, the future is very ‘

much what we, the residents and land owners, make 1%I If we do.not
act responsibly in the way we use our land, then we will adversely affect
the environment! If we do not act responsibly in the way we bulld our

homes, then we will destroy the visual beauty of our area and thus
eventually we will lose the very things most of us came here %o enjoy.

The beauty of the Bend of Islands and the survival of 1ts forest, flowers,
birds and animals, 1is very much in our own hands!?

~
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Ronald Fdrren- Frice Fano Recital

4 RARE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR THE MUSIC

OF THIS WORLD-ACCLAIMED AUSTRALIAN PIANISTI Come along to Tim and
‘ Baya Ealey's home in Skyline Rocad, on Saturday 29th September at 7.45 p.m,

! and take part in what promlses to a delightful community musical
j experience! Tickets asre $5 per person from Raya (7120 347) and please
R.S.V.P. by 30th August,.

Antechinus  Stuarti  (Natwe Marsupidl).

Sometimes called Brown Hopping Hocuse, is rather llke an introduced house
mocuse in appesrance but larger (approex. 3 times). His head is pointed,

1ike & bandicoot's, his moubth ig full of teeth, and his ears are square

shaped. :

They move arcound darting, hopping, stopplag, starting, differentlto an
introduced mcuse. They are so active in fact, they can run upside down
under the excosed rafters of your house. If you haven't seen the acrobat,
he 15 timid, and shy of predators, both native and introduced. Or 1%
might be that you have no exposed rafters.

Antechinus ests honey and insects. hey have been known to eat the common
house mouse {pest) (our ecclcglcal umouse eradicator).

Matbing in autumn, the mature females have their young in winter, by that
time the males trhat have meted have died leaving the only males (baby
cnes) in the pouch. Although this is usually the case, university studles
withheld some mature males from mating, and found they survived to live
fer yet another year (gentlemen take notel! ).

Christmas Hills Hall SCFJR .

00N DANCE BAND ROBBIE GRIEG COo0L WATER obther muslclans.

'; PLUS: Poets ... films ... food ebec, DBring & cushion.
Donatlcns $2.50.
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) ECcyclinﬂ Wasfes :

There are meny recycling depots or collection centres available to us,
Wwhere we can dispose of recyclable wastes such as paper, glass, serap
metal, aluaminium cans and clothes. It is important to recycle wastes
where We can. Recycling conserves energy and helps protect our
environnent. _

It should be polnted out that plastles cannot be recycled., It should be
stressed that plastics should not be incinerated, some give off toxic

funes, some acld funes and others give off a thick black smoke. The only
safe disposal cf plastles, as with other westes which cannot be recycled

is the tip. In our last newsletter we listed some local recycling

depots for paper and glass, Here are some major collection centres near us.

WASTE PAPER: (Total of 8 centres in Melbcurne),.

Fairfield Paper M1ll, 626 Heidleberg Rcad, Fairfield.
Victorien Recycilng Depct, 54 Raglan 3., Preston.
Springvale Recycling Depot, 46 Queens Avenue, Springvale.

GLASS: (Total of 118 Centres in “elbourne)

&ncco, Car., Thcauvscns BRd., & Manninghem Rd,., Bulleen.
Shell, Cnr, Dcencaster BRd., and High Street, Doncaster.
Caltex, 358€ Heldleberg Rd., Fairfield.

Amoec, 107 Bell 5t., Heidleberg.

{HETALS ¢

Simsmetal (sust). Pty. Ltd.

ALUMINTIUM CAN3: (Total of 21 Centres in ¥elbourne).
Reitman Aust., Pty. Ltd., 17 Bell 3t., Preston,
EAGS:

St. Johns Ambulance Brigade.

Brotherhcod of St. Lawrence (Bin in 3afeway Car Park-Eltham,)
Sglvetion Army.

St. Vincent De Paul Society.
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Notice of General Meeling:

- 4 General Meeting will be held on Sunday September 16th st 2 p.m. at the

home of Tim and Raya Ealey. Bring plate, mu
be wildflowers. g r " g and seat. The theme will

1, Apologies

2. Minutes
2. General Buslness
Wil dflower talk by guest speaker.

5. Walk led by Hazel Rich.

The meeting will start at 2 p.m. SHARP! BSo please be on time 80 we can
enjoy an unhurried walk befcre dark.

The following examples glve an idea of some of the work being done by then,
Land Transactions Committee exlists to gather a list of potential buyers
sympathetic to conservation ideals and to inform these buyers of avallable
1and. Your contacts are Felicity Faris (7120 422) and Raya Ealey

{7120 347) or Neil Douglas (7120 352).

Fire Policy Group - next nawsietter ®e will focus on. this area,

Several groups covering seml-Government authorltles, e.g.. S.E.C., Shire,
Telacom etc. . :

President Rod Shield 7120 1396
Vice President Roger Nink 7197 426
Secrebary FPelicity Farls 7120 422
Treasurer Michael Pelling 7120 286
Min. Secretary Zara Sarandis 7120 395
Ian Leach :

Cric Henry

Peter Re

Peter Wilson

Ray Howell

Raya Ealey

Tony Judge

Mal McClure (Honorary Meuber)

There are & number of sub-commiftees, formed to co-ordinate and gather
informatlion on a wide range of relevant and local matters.,

Bend ot \slande

 Congervalion

Azgeciation (B.1.C :\3
ommiflee. ;







10. OUr sub - c,ommi‘H'ees at 'work

S E.C.

The power line %o Hill's Sub-division (end of Henley Road), B.I.C.4

and the Co-op have had on site meetings with the S.E.C., so that the line
planning will have minimal impact. An eye-will be kept on the work when
it proceeds.

Over the last month we have had SEC malntenance workers clearing
vegetation away from the power linmes. Unfortunately in a few areas there
has teen considerable damage ...,

o clearing cf shrubs which will never reach the power lines,
w damage to ground vegetation by access vehicles.
» clearing of dead llmbs which harbour native animels and birds.

Cur alm is to minimlze vegetation cleerance. It is important to establish
with the maintenance workers the extent to which clearance 1s sdequate
fcr SEC purpcses whilst maintailning the integrity of the bush ss far as
possible. 4 meeting with them was held for this purpose. The Ministry
fcr Conservation has inspected the work and is also negotiating with the
SEC to formulate proper guldelines for maintenance.

 Koad 3raolin3
: s |
Shire of Healesville's road grading recently, led %o
Zggsiderable damage on the margins of the road, Pleas to the Shire.
Engineer and the grader driver resulted in an awareness that the
dPiver's brief was open %o & wide range of lnterpretation. It is

i £t of vliew
sortant therefore, that we continue to stress our polin
;gpgﬁat Wwe are all éorking towards the same goal more effectively.
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“og comuitvee 1g lissing with Telecom to ensurs mlnimal :

e they ursrade exisbing and install new lines., The Shire | Talecom

23 ln fecs written to Telecon strongly urging them o |

seme route &5 tne S.E.C. on Henley Road, when the %ime :
i
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nwes. The ¥Ministry fc:.Ccnservation &re also watching progress.

end-ownipngs of the MMBYW in the area, and their plan to sel]l off
reblem and & lot of work for the Lind Transactions Comniitee to

s b

higive s been clese 1isson of theB.T.C.4 Commithee with Healesville Shire
% Ehe mobler to ensure land sales impsct is minimized, To datse,

Loy has applied for a number of planning permits and the Shire has
uget scoune of bthese cn environmental grounds. In some cases it requires
¢in condlticns and provisos to be met., The remainder of MMBW 1ots

'E ¥
egnnably will be sold after these. Close liason is plannaed between

Bl

s O Mot 0 0
e I

Tne T.7.C.4 commitbtee 1s recommending to the appropriste authorities éanﬁﬁcr‘e ’,Dﬂ\lﬁ Eﬂiﬂﬁv)ﬁf
that 5 seuarate lots held by the MHMBYW totalling 20 asyes, he handed

cver o eilther Naticnal Parks or the Minlstry for Conservation to
create & ficre and fauna reserve which would act as a reference zone,

The Z.Z.C.4A secrebary and two commitiee menbers attended a speclial ]rrharqnq z}?Vﬁ]thnﬁkﬁ” £)Td8r
Shire =ceting dealing with the I.D.0. recently, at which a number (ﬁ D Oﬁ)
of zwendnents were nub. This group is liasing closely wlith Council U

during tbe precessiug of the ID0.

. ‘ .‘ A Yob ‘
%;%Eiz;ﬁﬁkz%o?e Lor\'g‘ii;u] | +hat ‘H'adi éO\ﬁmme% ha? H\:%o‘ki:\'e&/\‘]ﬁ{k %}gi}z _;E) ja}‘?d
berdering . the river b l:,d le | ¢l < aﬂ?ﬁl RTUALIN Lilydale Shire’, Minis

o Sl ot B g e i e B Ll e o

Meni%%-ﬂ; ¢ M Bi%ﬁ? - Jehnson for mg éhﬁ the  I8nd’

o

rod







+ » e 3

N —

N

“ Food Co-operdfive.:

Next meeting wlll be held on Wednesday 29th August, at Dee and Michael
Pelling's home in Henley Rd., at 8 p.m. ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN ON THAT
NIGHT OR MISS 0OUT! If you cannot make it to the meeting, either pick
up an order form from Dee's and lodge 1t there BEFORE & pP.m. on the 29th
or else phone in the order. Bring Cheque Books. FOOD PICK UP WILL BE :
SATURDAY 15th SEPTEMBER between 11 a.m., and 2 P.m,

K.G. Film %oci&Tg:
Tan Toohll, a teacher from the K.G. Primary 3chool, is organizing a Film
Sceclety. Phone: 7120 292, He is looking for a small group to help set
1t up end malntaln impetus in the running of it. Membership costs
celculated on the basis of 50 adult menbers and 40 children will be:
ADJLT SECTION: Family 520
Individual $10

Pea dcKay. SUBSQT‘E P't 1O

After two years walting ifor publishing
well worth it! It lets your dreams loose!
but oSrovides deliightful inspiration for
end design in creating theilr own homes.,
czre and love with which these hcmes were

regnificent awareness of the beauty cf
colcur, light, texture and netural surrcunds.

CHILDRENS®
SECTION: Fanily $10 2 Dave. .
There would be cne showlng per month for eech section i.e., fortnightly
sereenings alternating adult and childrens' films.
RBook Review:
“LIVING SHELTIR" - Handrade Houses in : at
Lustrelia, By reter RBe,.Tcny .Iiller and B@hcﬁ GF \S\th\s G:Y\SGFVOT\OY\ ]\s%ocmd'\'\ot’\

since § cok s prepared, it hes been

since the book was prepared, 1 = I enclese %...... ($5 per person) for 1979 membership of B.I.C.A., for the
This bock 1s not @ "hocw to do 1t® manual, - following persons: (please include addresses and phone numbers). ;
recple to trust theilr cwn sense of taste - R
T:,:ere 13 warmth and serenity created by thg ...l..l.....llO"..l...l.l...l".ll....l.-“ll.l.

t‘:.l]t. by the disregard for couaventicn ard €0 000000000000 00000000000000000000800000 00000000000 CPCsotlionedosostsoeadns

Twins!
wWe \mrml\g welcome. Luggi_
Qavah Vu'.ncem"f' born o ne

n:

-------- soossscacosebs 00
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