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Botanical Name: Amvena miquelll
Common Name: Box mistletoe
Family: Loranthaceae

Histletoces are parasites on tress and in some cases can
almost kxill the host trees. Generally, under natural conditions

« the host seems unaffected, as the growth of the parasife is kept

in check by natural controls such as insects and birds, -

The mistletoe fruits, often carried by birds, are sticky
and germinate on the branches of trees. This mistletoe is most
commonly seen on Fucalypts (in this case on a Red Bex on
Yoiwod's block). It is guite conspicuous because of its
numercus long hanging leaves, which are yellowish or greanish-
brown and stand out as being quite different in colour and
chape to the Bucalypt or host leaves, The whcele mistlietoe
plant hangs- ia a heavy cluster avout 1-3 metres long,

The flowers are bright red and yellow and have slendexr
curled-back petals and grow in clustere of sgeveral groups of

e
\

three flowers each. In the Box Mistletoe {Amyena miquelii)
L3

these three flowers are sitalked, whereas in the Drooping
Mistletoe (Amvena pendula), which is the commonest une, each
central flower of the three is stalkless, Also, the Box
Fistletoe has blunter or more rounded leaves than the Jrooping
Migtletoe. '

The herries of the mistletoe are the favourite food of
The Migtletoe-bhird.

Cric Heary
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Mogt home-owners in the &.,0L,Z., have been involved to a significant extent in the construction
of Thelr housos. Kost new-comers probably will be too., The following notes have been written by
Bend of Islande residents who are either professionally involved in building or owner-builders.
They are offered to shose who are planning to build homes, extensions, or outbu1¢a1ngs or are
wondering kow %o revegetate their DUlldan site.

Building of course is subject to the Shire of Healesville's provisions, Hajor Dlaﬂnlqg
regulations concern the distance of the buildings from the road, the 'location and character' of
both principal and out-buildings, and waste alsposal 'Home occupation' is a land usage subject
to consent throughout the Shire, and there are guite specific provisions rogarélnT the size and
congstruction of incidental builidings and the types of activities that can be conducted in then,
Concerning construction, the most important regulations to bear in mind are those requiring the
external fabric of a house 1o be ”irc—vesista;% and in 'muted tonings'!, The initegration of out-
buildings and principal building, and the preservation of the, 'aesthetic amenity' of the area,
Landscayping too requires some foresignht, for the Shire reguires minimal disturbance of exisiing
vegetation, planting of indigenous vegetation only and landscaping and maintenance %$0o avnid
iprejudicially aff be’PL] the visual amenity of the area’. )

The Committee of the Bend of Islands Conservation Association plays no formal role in the
granting of building permits., N¥evertheless, members of the Committee will be happy to assist
potential builders in understanding The Shire's building provisions with respect to the E.L,Z.

:”t -3 4 ﬁﬂ? :o
% i 3 £5 . .
E&Uiﬁég§% Lfﬁ%hdg} If you're contemplating an extension, a new house, even
: {j & snhed on your block, perhaps some of these pointers may be

_i@’? g{hg ELZ of interest.

Before you gel tied down in design planning and
ing out on anoh wall to put ,nlcb Picasso, it's worth

Tisuri

Ross Henrv obta1c1p~ a copy of the Shire of Healesville's provisions
regar€1ng the O,L.7., for building permits are granted by
Council on the basis of theses provisions Lombero of the
B3.1.0.4, Jomuittee will be happy to aoSlst in interpreting
the material contained in the Shire's conditions., :




. 7 The intention of the zoning is to minimize ocur disturbance

' . . to the flora and fauna, so in contemplating the location of the

‘5%2&25§Uf¥% A €5rﬁz’ building we should take this into account., It would be advantageous

. , - to Suudj the whole block and its natural features and determine
where best all the development should go, both present and Lfuture.
This ipﬂluﬁes a house, its Iuture extension, gardens, efflueant lines,
etc, If you can, sketch up a master plan of your block locating
everything., How you build now will most. likely save money and bush
later on.

In locating the building there
iz a bit to consider, Visibility
from the rcad and neighbours, . -
slope, orientation, pvovision . - &HKWXQAL
of services to the building, ' !
vegstation type, fauna
habitats, fire risk, etc.

It may be worthwhile
tallking to others in
the area about their .
relative importance i
on your block, The
gewcn“W principle of

keeping your disturbance
as clese to the road as.
possible, so keeping the

majority of your block '
intact, has_ the added y oF BUSH Blockl
benefit of lessening the .

cost of providing services
to wvouxr building. -

v
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{(i.e. extra cost) and
accompanylag driveway

Timber flcor

There are several ways of building on slopes.

ale
B

cons%ructigg

Masonry floor

construction

i i

Advantagzes

Low disturbance
Leagt expensive
Storage under floor

Advantages

Simple to build
masonry walls
Buiiding visually
low to ground

More stable comfort
conditions

Low disturbance
outside building
envelope

Snug into ground

Bush fire risk
lessened

The steeper the slope of the land, the more difficult it is to build
the greater the problem with run-off, weeds, etec, The
and other earth works can cause similar problems.

Disadvantages

Bush fire risk

Link with outdooxr
living difficult
Timber construction or
high masonry walls

Conspicuous building
(high)

Comfort conditions
ingide harder to
maintain

Disadvantages

Considerable

excavation

Problem of re-—
establishing embankments
Involves professional

to design retaining
wall and drainage




Oviackanon

There is plenty of literature on how
best to locate a building for sun and
wind control, so we won't go into it
here. In the E.L.Z. on many blocks
there is a continuocus tree cover.
This means that the lower the sun

ig in winter, the more itrees
cbstruct the solar energy.

Alsc many & coolling summer

hreeze passes over, above your
building. . 9c¢ the importance of
passive solar systems in your

design mey nct be that great.

. If septic and efflvent lines
Sardices are required, they can tear a
? site To shreds, so their

xtent and location need careful thought.
Pernaps consider a transpiration bed or other
more compact systems of disposal.

Targe water tanks can involve large
excavation, especially concrete ones. Instead,
they can be buried and their concrete tops used
as outdoor living areas, Pernaps consider a few.
smaller galvanized iron tanks To total the same
storage., The rippled surface of a weathered
or painted galvanized iron tank can look lass
obtrusive when viewed through the bush,

:
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Water
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SUMMER.
Cer A M-I

Driveway and carparks can be very con-
spicuous., Try meandering, even if it means
slightly raising and dipping the drive. This
can also help in distributing the water run-
off at several points Lo ease dispersal
problems,

Ut




When the site
development is all
deternined you
satisiying the
spaces reguired and thelr

ckional Oe%'x%w

could vegin intermal planning.,
lTQKS between The

elaticonships with the outside including sun,
viewe, outdoor living, services, and olthner

parameters like avialable funds,
struction, enerIy COonse
Future extensions

type of con~-
rvation, life style,
should be thrown about too,.
Externally we should try to make our build-

ing meld with uhe bush as much as possible, so
colours and bvexbtures and materials are inmportant

as is the mass of the building. If possible,
zvoid large roof and wall planes that are visible

from the ground, especially if fthey will catch
the sun., It helps if the bhilding can be broken
up into a series of lumps, recesses, variety of
recof angles, voﬂﬁﬂaans, bav windows, and allow
the bush to re—establish ifselif rlghu up to the
walls,

When Oulldlﬂ& COMmences,

(onstoetion whether it

B3

Generally it is
ete., on the sit
gelect an exe

vihat the B.L.Z.

ite
avator who has

done work

0Y
¥ Tut a rope varrier
intend tolerating.

around ths building site

izls
that willi Iate

Mot all mater
dump on areas

* 3tockpile materisls compactly.
they do, if possible,

¥ Whilst building, ask around abou% other o

traumatic and keep your bush bushy.

(N

the organization of
‘s an owner-hbulilder

worthwhile making a bore of yourself and
is all about and asking
in the area before

to indicate to anybody the

eople'’s experiences.

If two stoxies are required, it may bde both

pracbloallr and aesthetically adv1sablb to
so reducing

treat the upper level as an attic,
external wall height.

If it is possible to semi-bury the building in
its excavaticn, this can also reduce its visual
Mass.

Curved walls and/or roofs may also help to
goften lines by reducing the number of sharp
light and dark changes on the building,

So when the design has been settled.on,
the building drawings need to be produced and
a permit obtained, all before you can dig your
first hole.

the site is very important,

or & contracted buildexr project.

cxnlaiﬂinb to any workman, truck driver,
for his ccoperation. If possible,
and, either way, wabtch him like a hawk.

extent of disturbance you

ne eq
r be

to go outside
difturbed for

the bulldﬂng line, but when
carpark, tanks, garden, ctc

Tt will make the whole Jjob less

Xt
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%@3%&3ﬂ§ M{}%@% B. Drainage

1. Draing should be planned and constructed

4 . e
f - c i e
] Jeph Heale at the same time as your excavation,

The following poznos are offered for potential 2. MOST IMPORTANT: All drains should be
ovner-pullders Lo consider while they design their lower than the bottom of the adjacent
house and plan construction of it. © . Tooting and should be 500 mm wide or

_ . wider. »
&, Siting - . FOOTNG

Think beyond ‘where t%e best view ig', #’ TNQAHQ

1. Access(driveways) should be on the gentlest SRANAEE lgﬁg
posgible gradient to minimise erosion. N PO

2. iveid a driveway or path that acts as a eFFecT P

e . =
storm water drain rlght down to your front :
'] - " - ,. o

- %pQEJ 4 - T . 3. Tdeally there should be a drain at the

%. Think about vehicle access. How close do ton of a batlter as well as the bottom
vou need ﬁ§ etha Eaf to your house? Whefe 4, ”hé longevity of & building depends on

fat = "
idi+vgge§33 2 shelter for your car (if you all walls being free from ground moisture,

) .“‘ cetosion of disturbed ground is ALffi White ants (u@f%i*@ } and WOﬁu“rObtlng

i T el ¥ T i = — o r ——t -

e SOVEETLES Hest & fungi need water, Termites have seriously
cult in our area, so consider structural invaded at least “hree houses in our ared
retaining walls in favour of batters. S;élth after construction T

5. Think about the location of your kitchen AT v i ' " o s

nd washhouses., They should be convenient 2 f%ouéiligve{%bsggﬁig hgiioénbggjgiéfiﬂal
to the effluent disposal area (septic tank, Srain ) e =
8iC. . ' :

6. Thﬂnk about proximity of shade Trees to

olar collectors and vegetable gardens. s -
T ”p“*k about suitable sites for header

1aﬂh and other water sitorage. and catchment
tanks, Thig is both an aesthetic and

plumbing question. (See also under \\
'Plumbing ., ) - . '

ORG | pas_ Joerace
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C. Sarvices

7. Retaining walls need to be drained, 4

2 -
a o TRAIN HERE FOR
. g HEAY RUN- OFF .
RETAINING :
WAL e i
= )
1 DRa Hepe P& ' 1
— GROVND WK'{E& *
. | >
8. All drains should be filled with 19 mm. screenings.
9., Ideal drain -—- 3
| e . |
\DEAL_. ‘DTKAU\] L3 :FD/K‘ CK G‘U/'I—TEK 4- .

/ (to Morrag ! )
1w

#* QROUND WATER G MOST ofF
SURFACE WATER. PERCOLATES
TRROUGH TO AG . DRAIN.

¥ HEA\!\{ STORA WATER. CARRIED
BY TRCK QUTTER

Know that with careful planauing.
Telecon and S5,#&,0. supply can go in
the same trench provided that the
conduits are separated by sufficient
£i1l,

Above—ground lines require perpetual
servicing and clearing. They are
the owner's responsibility (not the
S.E.C.'s). . :

D, Floors

Consider ease of cleaning, i.e, a
smooth, flat surface free of
cavities and crevices may be desie-
able. - :
Dark floors, e.g. slate, absorb
heat (especially sun.ight through.
a windowg. You may wish to exploit
or avoid this,
Bricks are expensive and represent
a high energy-intensive production
method, They are not easy to lay
gtraight and fiat.
Matte surfaces or brick and slate
are preferable to highly polished

r waxed ones. In our clay soil,
swamer foolprints are dusty and
winter ones are muddy. These show
up far more on a highiy finished
stone floor,

5. Dxperience has shown that on

wooden floors, matte polyurethane
'polishes' up to a satin finish
with wear, resulting in shiny
'tracks' on a flat background.

T L CIRPRL S S T ) al " Ao ey
It might therefore be better o
avoid a matte finish on wood
floors; go sitraight for high

guality, satian finish-polyuretnanc.
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SMALLER  HEARDER TANK, (M Roof oR. .
OUTSIDE ) DELNERS WATER TO THE

House By 6}:5?\:1 T,

There are problems particular to e T
low pressure water reticulation COLLECTION  FROM Lo

that are no% appreciated by most e e =
plumbers, Advice from locals in Hovse GUTTER. ™\ ////
houses where the plumbing ‘works' 7 AJ/T - e
should be sought: _ . v T
Pipes often need o be of r-uﬁ__ﬁw N SO

laf'“o i diame t.n.,r' the rercen— A-W /

tage of friction loss in I =

flow 1is therefore reduced, . - —, AN

Mains pressure ot water ! ,,aff{ffj e FOMP BlLs HEADER.

systems are o.X., as long * = 7 | eTemeGe TANK_ AS REGUIRED -

as vou have a head of 6

metres oY HNore,

.JO main systems can be used To provide
nousehold water:

ColLLECTION  FROM

LARGE Shogace

e OW

HOUSE  GUTIERS.

PRESSURE SENSITNE PUMP
STARTS  WHEN A TAP IS
TURNED  ON — DELIVERS

HOUSE-. WATER_. FROM  SToRAGE.

(MaY B2 MANVAL of
ATOMATIC. ) ‘

A wvariation on B, above has a lawrge storage
tanlkk where the header tank is and a smaller
5-6,000 litre collection tank below the
aoase. Pump up whenever it rains,

5. There can be problems with pressure
pumps (see alternative A, to the left):
they are n01sy, prone to failure, and
may not provide constant vemperature
showers, because of their intermittant
operation, Iurthermore, if you are
totally dependent on a Dressurc systhem,
you are omnWOtol" without water
(1nclu&1nU .0, ) when there is a
power Failure,.




1.

Thought should be given to water collec—
tion during xroof design. Vhere is your

coliection tanik to be? Minimise storm
water drainage footage.
Make sure your collection system can cope

with the rain thet falls on your roof.,
The old rule of thumb for the number of
dovm pipes was "one. square inck of down-
pipe area for each 100 sguare feetv of roof
areal,
Make sure all stormvwater drains are possum—
procf, Rivter experience in at least one
hou sebold on the Co— —o0p has shown that
Pingtail Possums can travel for considerable
distances through 20 mm. dovqpﬂne in search
of a drink, Un*OTtunately they can't getv
back out, and they die in your tank water,
with predictable side effects.
Thought should be given %o sprinkler
systems to protect your house aralnst fire,
Adthough unproven (as yet, lUCKLl\),
sprinkiers mounted on the corners of your
roof should provide some protection,
Fire protection systems should be planned
a‘~1nr the budeimg stage rather than
ttacked on' after you move in. Iaterials
can be saved because the fire
prccﬂcﬁlon systen can often be incorporated
general waver reticulavion.
II you have & ueﬁavatp Ffire-fighting pump,
consider locating it below the water souvrce
tank or danm ‘ii then will not need
DETHluO‘ bopumLef enclesing it in a fire-
proof box., lake that your fire pro—
teCulon sysTem 15 easy (vncoznl;caued) to
use, .

and work

"
sur

124

wm

i,

Mg

If your mein water storage is accessible
to vehicles, have a 2" male outlet on it
for Tire Brigade use,

Consider tfuvoﬁlra ;ion beds as a septic

outfall system. . They do save water fox

your vegetable garden, .

N

Heating .

Open Tireplaces, although aesthetically
D1e381ng, are grossly inefficient and
cannoi be ulgn1¢10dnt1y improved by
vatent devices (for most heab goes up
the flue). Turthermore, a fireplace and
chimney are encrmously expensive To
build.

The local supply of firewood is fasm
becoming depleted, so in pleunning for
years aheao, don't depend on collecting
firewood in our area. DMNoreover, dead
wood provides
and therefore
cur ecclogy.

1¢

belly® tynes, etc.) are designed to last
more than a few years,
types even wvaguely resemble & thermally
ctTicient chember (cwachu, Warns, etc.s
However, there are exceptions, so sesk
advice,

t., Underflioox

aconomécaW if gas or oil

tricity is expensive.

Rvgardlng storage of gas

the C,F.A,

is used. HKlec—

Turtheymore, few

habitats for 10Cul wildlife’
nlays an imporiant role in

Tew modern solid—fuel heatin stoves {('pot-

heating is pleasant and may be

bottles, consult
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Lighting

o
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Interior wall colour is imporiant. Iighter
tones result in lower energy consumpiion,
i.e. you can use lower waitvage globes,
Congider pull-cord switches as an alferna-
tive way of activating your lights, This
saves on wiring (it a2ll stays in the roof!).
Plan all lightTing so as to be out of the
eves of geated people.

TFor exterilor lights, consider ground lights,
They are less offensive to neighbors and
road users. They are aesthetically pleasing.
They don'd shine in your eyes if 'properiy
located (fasciz-mounted spot-lights are
often z real hindrance pecause of this
problen ). .
Consider the balance between natural and
artificial lighting as well as the implica-
tions of natural lighting on the thermal
efficiency of your house. Iore windows
mean greater potential for heat transfer
tarough walls by conduction, Tocation of
windows is an imporvant point to consider.
south facing, for example, gives light
without direct sunlight, Therefore no
direct radiant heatb,

-

Construction

1.

Wl
s

¥

Think about slab vs. strip footings.

A siab is more convenient, particularly
if you are going to be building over a
fair period, Strip footings are less
expenslive in concrete, but later work
may outweilgh this adventvage. Note that
concrete, lilke fired brick, is a wvery
high energy-intensive material to produce.
Te avoid the neced to spray under slab
floers, consider selecting yvour timber
carefully (fermites love oregon). Good
species include murray pine, western
red cedar, itreated radiata pine, red box,
ironbark, and some good red gum,
Consider the time factor if planning to
use second-hand timber in scantling
{small section) sizes. It often is not
cost-egffective To do so.

Tot all soil in the area is suitable for
making mudbricks. Often there is too
much sand or tcoco many large stones,

In a mudbrick wall, door jambs need to
be bigger than in other types of con-—
struction, Because thelr lixing is less
secure they tend to flex (and becone
loose) when the door is slammed.
Cupboards should be vermin-proof from
the outside —- anticipate the invasion
of nmice intc your house; they will turn
up eventually,

Ceiling space should be rat-proof, Rats
chew through plastic flex ani can start
fires,
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Don't. use linseed cill as an exiterior

finish. Fungi thrive on it, and 1t goes
black, Turther, it oxidizes and becomes

vseless fairly guickly.

Clearx finishing oils cventually break down
in ultreviolet light and become inefrec—
tive, Hxterior timber is best protected
with a heavy oil-based timber stain.

You don't have to render mucbrick walls

~ if wou don't, you should however Dve
more careful in laying, plugging up,
parging, etc. :

Wide eaves are generally sufficient
weather protection, but where a wall gets
rain on it, treatment with one of the
provrietary silicone finishes 1s ideal,
They are easy to apply and completely
invisible, They mske the wall completely
water~resistant, but not dusi-free.
Various treatments can be given to inside-
mud walls. Iach has its verious functional
and aesthetic gualities.

a, P,V.A, ('Bondcrete'!) tends to 'vellow!

the wall; it also imparts a slight
" shine to the surface.

b. Casein is a2 gecod dust-proofer,

c. Wallpaper paste (methyl cellulose) is
very econcnical, It slightly darkeuns
the wall and is a 1litvle shiny. Silver-
fish may feed on iv, )

&. Neat cow dung used green ('steaming!)

_provides a good waterproof, durable,
dust-free surface..

h

6. TFor kitchen benches, etc,, oiled and waxed

surfaces eventually fail and the timber
moves. Polyurethane (good guality) is
the only thing.

Tor j%'h@_ Kids

lam a K _ ..
| eat .
| get W from the leaves.

el et Sy wawmd et Wl e
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Landscaping in the ELZ.
Cric Henry
‘ : - . . “HPUBS
;.%fore vou start bU.fj’llflg or laying paving,
it's probably a good iLdea to draw up =&
plan of your site to scale {(1:500, 1:200, (‘
or 1:1000) showing the existing conditions, PRIVE

buildings, accessways and any fulbure
buildings, so that you can develop a Land-
scape Develcpment Plan for the whole site.

The Landscape P.an could include: SEoTioN .

1. The Planting Types
<& Targe trees (more than 10 m. high)

Small trees (less than 6 m. high)

TSBN AL SHebES

Tall shrubs (more than 2 m, high) \?73 A

Low shrubs (less than 2 m., high) L : -~
Ground cover/prostrate cover N : ,
(;Hé LY peive
% Climbers House? i k@}ﬂ L
2. :i‘-{? landscape Materials, suICh as paving, l i\ P : .
prick, sleepers, gravel or toppings, l BB
mulching, rocks \ BRI
3. The Tandscape Details, such as steps, .‘] " ':":. LowW cheves
geats, tables, retaining work, etc, o Blice BNINe GrouNrE  CAER .
4, The Species Selection o VERANDAY

TETAIL oFF LANDscArER FPlagd SHewinG  SckeenN
PdagriNe e PRINE  ENSANEAENT  PlAadTiNg |, Perkils

4  mTERIN S .



Some Tandscape Design Considerations include:
Screening with trees and shrubs to soften roads,
buildings, cars and water tanks

‘Defining outdoor spaces with trees and shrubs
Sceftening the edges of ouldoor spaces with
ground covers and low shrubs

Using ground covers, such as Dichondra revens
(Kidney-weed ), to get the effect of a lawn

Using olimbers'and creepers to soften stumps,
logs, walls and posts of buildings

Using lrees and shrubs for sunshading insid
the building or in outdoor areas -

Covering bare clay embankments with ground
covers, crespers or nulching materials '

Choosing paving materials that blend with the
colour and vexbture of the bush

When designing the landscape
seats, steps, etc., consider
to the scale of the bush an

nestle them into the bush.

details, such as
them in relation
use planis to

Locating service areas in relationship to the
nhouse and the bush. Such areas include the
clothes drying, wood storage and culiing,
vegetable garden and composting.

Considering the Tire fighting system, e.g.

2 sprinklier system, location of 44-gal., drums
or tanks for water storage, pucketrs, taps,
hoses, backpacks

Some Species Selection Design Considerations are:

The choice of plants that are growing naturally
on yvour block. These plants have adapied to
the existing soil and climatic conditions and
are more likely t0 survive without additional
watering or feriiliser,

The provisions of the E.L.Z. specify that "the
site shall be landscaped with vegetatlon indi-
genous to the Yarra Valley", This gives quite
a wide choice of plants, ‘ ’

Refer to -

The MMBY Yarra Brae-Sugarlocaf Bavironmental
Study

Bend of Islands Conservation Association
"Wewsletter' (un-numbered, 19807)

Flowers and Plants of Victoria by -Cochrane
funrer, Rotherham and Willils

By planting species not native to the Yarra
Valley we are moxe likely to have problems
with native and exotic weeds, hybridization-
of plants, introduction of exotic birds.

Avoid planting species from the Myrtaceae
Tamily close to bulldings as they are more
infilammable, Such species include DBucalypts,
Ieptospermum {Tea-tree), Callistemons (Botile-

brush) and Melaleucas (Paperbarks).

Consider plaxnting legumes such as the Acacias
(Wattles) and members of the pea family,
These plants thrive particularly well on clay
s0ils. They have a quality known as 'aitro-
gen fixing', i.e. they can synthesize free
nitrogen into nitrogenous compounds.
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Incorporate gypsum, compest, topsoil (sterilized or from site) with broken-up clay., Gypsum and
corpost helps to improve the guality of clay soils by providing belter drainage and aeration.
Sterilized soil cuts down the risk of weed seeds in imported soils.

When planting on embaniments, .
terracing the clay slope with
iocgg can help to provide suffi-
cient Topsolil fox planting, i -
The terréoing alsophelps - att B AEN]
prevent the topsoll from

belng washed down the slope.

The logs trap leaf litter, \
ancouraging humus and moisture
buildup providing suitable
habitats Tor native seedlings to
grow. .
fuleh helps protect the soil from
heing wasned away and prevents the
clay surface from compacting down,
preventing meisture from reaching
the roots of the plant,

b .
g PretpE? ol Fei. PLARTING
(aﬁ@wM’awmv;ﬂ?%%xﬁvamﬁxwlUP

ii \dmxfj,
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Suitable mulching materials include:
Ground covers or mat plants
T litter,

o1
3%
1

Organic materizll i.e., lea
hardweod chips or shavin

(make sure hardwood is wel

cured and hasn't been treated

with preservatives)

1 —
-

incrganic materials, i.e. coarse

river sand, gravel, crushed
rock
LANDScAEE  TETAL oF Tekzians =&
Due to the oushfire risk, care PLANTING o~ MBS AENTE.
should be talken when using organic

£

materials: Pernaps cover the organilc

material with a layer of sand or vlant
cround cover which will eventually ta
over as bthe 1living mulch. .




When choosing the combination of plants,
congider the plants that occur naturally
together in the bush., Cluster plants of the
same species as they occur in the push., The

overall effect may be more pleasing and natural.

Check the flowering times of
vou get the colour effect you want.

Take into account the leaf texture of the
plants and how they can complement each other
when used together.

Proftect tne plants from the rabbits aad
wallabies so that you don't get disappointed.

50UP " DU J’UR |

. [ BEND OF J5LAND5 BISQVE 1

§ Vo LETTVCE—TORN.
2 QUNNING PosTIE PODS.

14 1805E pEAL (W AVR!,RE’L).
[ 15 BABY ACACIA SHCOTS-
1 pop (0 'r?—HGKEN)
b 1A CARROT (BEST SOURCE
POUGLEG GRRVEN -

\ HERBS TOTHE, |
6P, WKTSONZ
CREEY, WATER.

the plants so that

Another provision of the B.L.Z. relating to
landsgcaping specifies, "No indigenous vegetation
shall be destroyed or removed except on actual
site of buildings and accessways”. Cnce
building work has started, disturbance to the
site occurs with excavation work, resulting in
clay embankments devold- of quSO;l, leaf litter
and plants. Disturbance occurs also with
dlrﬂzng of service trenches, machinery access
ané the storage of bujldlng materials. The
amount of dlstU“barcc can be minimized by
restricting machinery access and storing
maverials in areas that will be used for future

building or accessways,

A Tew points to help recreate or re— eSbublluﬂ
the natvral bush include:

Coniserve and stockpile the site topsoil.
1

o

ant plants indigenous to the Yarra Valley.

Lf any clearing of vegetation is necessary to
make way for Dullding, etc., transplant the
plants into pots for planting out later,

* Propagate the native plants in the area by
cuttings from shoots of new growth or seeds.
Colliact seed pods from wattles and peas when
they have changed colour from green to brown
and have dried out, i,e. just before the "
gseeds are ready to be dispersed. (Refer to
"Wewsletter' un-numbered, 19809)

Frepare the soil well before planting by
digging holes at least twice the width of the
plant container, 3Break up the clay soil so
that the soil is crumbly and loose, espescially
at the base of the pot.
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Michael Pelling

Talk to as many people as possible who
have recently built; they will glways |
tell you what not Lo do, what costs '
escalated, who gave the Dbest deal... g\€§§§

Concepts are great but usually mean 'g?%
divergence from convention, Building i

convention has been established not t
necessarily by aull winds, but bty the

need to mset economic reality. Owner— ¢
builders are in this situation usually { (¢
unless they have lots of time. 3

With mud brick house building in par-
ticular, structure ls very simple. 1f
Migtakes can be easily fixed, plans 4
can be changed -- they are honest v
structures in the sense that there is. g
no facade. X

Shop around, at least 4 cuotes Lor
supplies.
your rightful discount. There should de /
competition for your custom, ~

If you employ sub-contractors, ensure they
have adequate insurance cover.
wnn bullders'w—contractors' policy and public
Lliability.

As a learning experisnce and as a
accomplishment, become involved in as mich
direct activity as possible., Modern man has
become bluffed intc accepting that this sup—-
posedly complex activity is beyond most.

Seueeze building suppliers forde ]

Take cut your

meaningful

-

Certain services, mainly electrical instal-
lation, must ultimately have S.E.C. approval

if you dntend bo connect; and this nust

neet thelr regulations. This can at
the least be "written off" by a
suitably gualified electrician.

Define what you want done by
others, try tc get fixed
price quotes, and establish
the fact that any changes
must be approved.
Ag an owner-builder, you
will be 1iable for the
standard of construction
as defined in Victorian
»legislation should you sell
. your house within & years
after gaining you certifi-
cate of occupancy.

*

Trvy to see previous worlk
done by potential sub-
contractors; don't rely on
legends. VWork must be to
yvour liking and standards --—
vuilding a house, particularly
if it is being tackled on a day
by day basis, is riskier and after
all is probably the greatest expen-
diture, and hopefully asset, you
will be involved with,

Complement the natural insulation effective-
ness of mud brick with adeguate roofl insu-
iztion, particularly if coloured rcofing is
to be used, Keep hot summer sun off the
walls with adequater caves. Make sure eaves
are wide enough to prevent rain impinging

on the walls, '
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17.
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" Install a header tank system —-— pressure

without the need for pumping and a constant
one at that.

fxcavate all your holes at once: septic,
transpiration, footings, tank, dam, pipe
trenches, etc,.

You will have to erect an Maviary'-like
structure over & transpiration bed or
equivalent to keep possums, etc., away.

IT sewerage and sullage are to enter the
septic tank, check that the septic tank will
"do its duty'". The volume of water involved
and the constituents (use biodegradables)
may be too much for "the soup to ferment'.

Consider heat output from such devices as
refrigerators and hot water services - you
can use this in winter, but would want to
exit it in summer,

Locate open fireplaces on internal walls to
utilise the heat absorbed by the svructure
after the fire has been extinguished.

Keep toilet close to septic tank; after a
certain distance a full flush of at least

2 gallons will be required, wasting much
water, A new tolilet system 1s on the market
which hag an adjustable flush.

In mudbrick houses lighting is paramount,
considering the relatively dark colour of
the mudbrick., Clerestory windows often
help.

Tor

H;

Uh'pmblé, My Name
bexide vy Pictore

wOl
mutose
HeeBe
péidre
ot Min |

ObRih )




e

[P

The Bird CGroup is still finding new birds in the B.L.Z.
with 50 species confirmed breeding in the area. The more information we gather about our Hirds,
the more likely we are to be able to ensure that they will survive here,

Cur Group holds monthly meetings to collate information that has been obtained by
nine families, '0ffigial! bpird walks are held irregularly at the moment because mud
brick houses tend not to go up by themselves. However, bird observation can be done
every day, and members are encouraged to make notes of changes in bird numbers and

interesting or unusual behaviour.

We have recently identified two species of button-quail, ground-ireguenting and ground-nesting
birds. It is worthwhile noting that we have now recorded at least 6 species of bird that nesi on
the ground and asporoximately the same number that nest very close to the ground. These birds are
definitely threatened by the presence of dogs, as well as by cats. Someone recently argues with
me that dogs don't do any harm in the bush, but the fact that we have ground dwelling and nesting

birds would appear to me to soundly squash that argument,

St

The ground-— Those that nest close
nesting birds to the ground (grass
we have are: tussocks, ete. ):
Spotted guail Blue wren

thrush

Brown guail

Stubble quail wren
Painted hutton Buff-rumpved thormbill
guail :

Tardalote

pand of Islands Did Grovp

18 total species now stands at 123,

Jim Mattiske

Rufous song lark

White browed scrub-

Brown thornbill
Grey shrike thrush

The chough banding has begun! Look
cut for choughs with coloured bands
on their legs. If you see any,
vlease note 1) the band colour,

2} the location, 3) size of flock,
4) any interesting behaviour. Relay
this info to Jim, John, ox Digby.
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At the General Meeting of 13 Sept., 1981, Dr. Geoff Marks, a research officer with the Forests

Commission, gave a very interesting summary of the probiem of Bucalypt Diebacks in Victoria, He
talked about the major organisms that cause dieback, namely the fungi Phytovhthora cinnamomi and
Armillaria lutecbubalina, and the defoliating insect Aidymurria violescens. The spread of The
Tormer two he related <o past and present forestry practvices. P, cipnemomi has been spread
extensively in earth moving machinery used for logging, and A. luteobubalina is encouraged by
selective logging. :

The principal forest areas currently affected by dieback occur in dry sclerophyll forests
located in coastal Fest Gippsland and South Gippsland (mostly Fhytopthera)}, in the Dandenong
Ranges (defoliating insects), in the Wombat and Mt. Cole forests in west-central Victoria,
(Armillaria and Phvtoothera), and in the Grampians (Phytopthera).

There has been much concexrm about the presence and/or effect of Phytopthera in the Bend of
Islands region; and Geoff Marks was able to present us with some valuable and encouraging guide—
lines. Pirstly the vast majority of the soils within our region are unsuitable for the siread of
this soil-born fungus. Phitopthera favours friable loams or sandy solls that are poorly drained
and low in organic matteTr. UNany gullies within our area have friable loamy soils, but they are
generally well drained and rich in organic matter. They also largely support Tucalypt species
that are resistant to the fungus: Swamp Gum, Manna Gum, Candlebark and River Red Gum,

Within the area we have species that are very susceptible to Phytopthera: Red Stringybark,
Messmate, Narrow Leaf Peppermint and Broad Leaf Peppermint. These species howevelr occur in the
shallow, clayey soils that are the areas' major soil type, and these are unsuitable for the
growth and spread of Phytopthera. Also occurring on these soils are a number of Eucalypt specles
that are resistant: Tong Leaf Box, Red Box, Yellow Box and Yellow Stringybark and Ironbark.

Briefly, it appears that we have a native bushland that is quite resistant to the growth
and spread of Paytopthera. This should however not lead to complacency, and care should still
be talken to see that it is not introduced into the region from such sources as gravel or topsoil
brought in from infected areas. ' :

Andy McMahon

¥1Phvtophthora'! is spelled 'Phnytophthoral,




At the following General Meeting, held on Nov., 22, we heard comments delivered by Reg Johnson,
former Lxecutive OFflcer of the Consexvation Council o10 VlctOfla. Although he fcocussed on the
management of the Yarra River, his emphasis was on citizen participation in conservation in
general He pointed out that public bodies with specm¢lc bleAS, 1ike the River Improvement Trust,
often are not required to pay attention Lo conservation issues, It is only when ordinary citizen.:
groups bring pressures to beaf on them that they may be respounsive to such concerns. Local conser—
vation organizations, he pointed out, are generally more involved with parochial issues and
usually lack a sustained interest ¢n‘w1der problems., He specifically challenged B.I.C.A. to;
demonstrate to the public the wvalue of what we are trying to do,

For our Annual General Meeting on 7 March 1082, Graham ji7zey gave =z slide presentation
about his work at 'Coolart', an hlu,orlc property near Vestermport, where he is VWarden. Coolart
presents an Australian environment COﬂSClously modified by its eaﬁly owners %to attain the atmos-—
phere of a Duropean garden, Still, Pizzey argued, it provides much needed relief to the Melbourne
city-dweller as well as a number of different habitats attracting a variety of flora and fauna.
Well known as the author of A Field Guide to the Birds of Australia, he illusirated his tala with
a number of gtriking slides of the bird 1ife now on the propexrty.
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The A.G.M. on March 7 was held at McMahons'
house in Christmas Hills, Despite the Llong
weekend and the perhaps unfamiliar territory, the
meeting was well albitended, Visitors included the
guest speaker Graham Pizzey, an account of whose
talk appears elsewhere in this Newsletter.
Graham's wife Sue and councillor Peter Gonpertsz
from bthe Shire of Healesville were also made
welcome., '

Resignations from the Committee were those
of Gavin McCormaclk, Rod Shield and Felicity Faris.
Mo new menmbers were nominated so the Committee
gtands now as follows:

John McCallum
Andy Mcliahon
Janet Mattiske
ichael Pelling

Bilish Cooke
Neil Douglas
Tom Fisher
Feil Harvey
Cric Henry

John MeCallum and Janet Mattiske were nominated
for Pregident and Vice-president respectively
and were elected unopposed,

in recognition of Felicity's untiring work
for the Bend of Islands over the past & years, a
vote of recognition was passed, life membership
granted and a presentation made to her.

The incoming Committee looks forward to
another busy year and hopes to continuzs to further
the future well-being of the Bend of Islands.
Meetings are open to all Association members and
are held monthly., For further information, con—
tact the Secretary, Cric Henry, on 712-0547.

[
FiE BRIGHDE 2
AR O, f

=

amﬁﬂ§755?2’ﬁ

|

f
Part
On Sunday morning a work party was held to
deal with Tthe fallen branches whickh had iain
2long Henley Road {beyond Skyline Road) since
the storm the previous summer. There was a
good attendance of adults and children, and
most of the material was stacked into heaps
waich could be safely burned.

This operation was carried out Iin conjunc-

tion with the Fire Brigade, who later burned

he heaps, Henley Road, which generally runs in
an east-west direction through the Bend of
Islands, is the line that the Brigade has
selected as a firebreak., This means that it
should be maintained in a relatively safe comn-
dition both as an access road foxr fire fighting
vehicles and as a poitential line of defence when
fire threatens. Conseguently, from time to tim
the Brigade will be burning parts of “his line
to reduce liiver on the ground. Whilst this
renders the roadside unsightly for awhile, it

is part of the compromise we have to reach as
part of safe environmental living. It is also
worth noting that animal and plant mortality

b

in a controlled burn is very low.
John lMcCallum
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Calandar of Community Pefivities

There is something for everybody in the Bend of Islands.
Listed below are some of the activities local people are
involved in at present, If you are interested in joining
you would be most welcome, Just ring the contact person
and come along to the next meeting of the group that
appeals Lo you.

KIDS ' FIRE ERIGADE

Babysitting club: Contact Dee Pelling, 7120286, Men and women are welcome every Sunday ﬁorning
ne Vests o S at the C.H.F.B, hall. Contact Jeph Neale,

Play group: DMeets every Tuesday morning in 7120458, or John MeCallum, 7120319,

different homes; contact Cric Henry, 7120547,

? [
WOMEN WILDLIFE
[E AW HSRAER T T T ——
. Bird Cbservers Group: Meets first Thursday of
the month at different homes; arranges
regular Sunday morning walks: contact
Jim Mattiske, 7197492,

Ladies Walk: BEvery Saturday morning from
different homes; contact Abbie Heathcote,
7120%52. ‘

\

ART

Life Drawing Group: HMeets 12:%0 every Tuesday
at the Creek House, Henley Road; dontact
Vencl Henderson, 7120393,
P5. [F 600D WERNTHER | DRAWING OUTSIE.

IF BAD WEKHER, NOTICE ON CREEXHOKE'
BACKK DOOR WHERE qRoUp WL BE ]
7

FOOD

Food Co~0p: Bulk buys dry Tfoods three +times a
year; contact Bilish Cooke, 7120435,




Our (lommittee at York,

BISSETT-JOHNSON SUB-DIVISION: The culmination
of the work of many groups and individuals,
ineluding the B.I.C.A., was State Government
purchase of the riversids areas of this properiy.
The land now becomes an extension of the Varran-
dyte State Park from Jumping Creek Reserve to
Whittens Reserve and will be managed by the
National Parks Sexvice. Our special thanks 1o
Mr, Vasey Houghton for his effort.

e

37

GONGIFLERS PENINSULA WILDLIFE REFERENCE ZONE:
Tribunal Hearing was attended by members of the
Committee, which had formally objected To ‘the MMBY
sale of this area prior to a decision by State
Government as to its future. The maitier was
adjourned pending that decision.,

2

CATANTI RESERVE: This small area cff Catani Boule-
varc on the river was worked on recently by
members to eradicate blackberries. TFegotiations
are proceeding with the Shire to set up a com—
mittee of management for what is hoped will De

a public reserve,

STRATEGY PLAN OF UPPER YARRA AND DANDEEONG RANGES
AUTHORITY: A submission was prepared and argued
before the Review Panel of the Strategy Flan,
mainly reguesting the tidying-up of wvarious
categories and seeking greater proitection for the
Yarra banks. :

TAND SALES: There are many blocks for sale in
the zone. The Committee welcomes any assistance
in finding sympathetic buyers.

licity Taris

CHCOL RUS: Negotiations we
nd the school bus now comes
of Skyline and Henley Roads.

Il
O
~

fer®

BOTAWICAL SURVEY: The Commi
an ongoing survey of flora i
The object is to locate and

re successful,
to the corner

ttee has begun
n the zone.
identify any

tgpecial’ pockets of vegatation and thus

engbie landowners Lo avoid ©
S

heir desiruction,

f you have any vlants you think are special

or special micro-scologies,
look,

nO
& Y

ol

we'd be happy to

: 2@.-- ;
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Fire ’F)r%ﬁd@

Bob ShackletOA, Ttreasurer of the Chiistmas
Hills Fire Brigade, reminds us that annual dona—
tions are payable at any time. The Brigade
constantly needs funds to continue purchase and

~maintenance of eqguipment. The C.F,A. does
reimburse us for some things but a lot remains
for us to finance ourselves. Donations can be
forwarded to Bob, ¢/~P.0., Kangaroo Ground 3097,

P

or through any officer or member of the Brigade,

| %‘i@%s&m

A qvanblty of hessian has been made available
to our community by Lance Glassby. It is.in rolls
twelve feet wide. Anyone who-wants some should
contact John MeCallum on 712-0%19, " It is an
essential for the manufacture and storage of mud
bricks —-— no doubit there are many other uses.

Hodern mudbricl, 2 bedrooms, huge
living/dining area; on Co—0p;

$70 per week, ?1ﬁg Toou Hill or
Lilish Cooke on T12~0435,

Mud House
f@r Rant

Q@N% letter mm"gvimc’ﬁ é{g"wg

Eilish Cooke, MOllCluV “afls, Cric hcnfy,
Tom Fisher {(convenor), Syd Tunn; with help from
Barbsra Cargill, Carcl Ann Fis sher, Hoss Henry,
John holelum Janet Mattiske, and Yendl
Henderson,

Subsor g}% o

S
v\

»

*

If your subscription for the 1982-83 year
is overdue, a red spot avpears on this page!
Yembership is $6.00 per verson and chegues
should be made payable to B.I.C.A. and forwarded

Jo
(014
v chaegl

P,0.

i Pelling
/
Kax ngaroo Ground 3097

There are many Association activities and issues
that reguire n0¢e expertise and/or manpower,
Some are: '

1y TPlannin sues and the 5.5L.7,
2. Tdentifying special plants and
protecting Lhcn
‘ the kangaroo populati

(and pos blbly that of cther mam
4, Helping find buyers for land in

area and informing buyers about

B.L.7,

1

U)

a,

he
‘e

)

(-_r

T
th

5. Assisting with the Newslevter

5. Typin' copying, mailing, ete., and
other clerical tasiks

7. Cther (please specify)

If vou would like %o become involved in any of
these (or any other azrea in which you think
vou can make a contribution), say so on your
subseription renewal below,

i — —t ot et —

pa.

members of the Bend of Islands
Association., Inclosed is

r membership for 1882

Vie would like +Ho oecone involved in
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